


S O epeGael F % 7O
) SQ“ *’ \a ~ ae ng Q §¢ %/
@@‘3%@:\ Trounces Grant 4%
| 0

High, £3To 2 %
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‘z‘\s The 1950 Gael basketball team was one of the best quintets ever to represent our school. Aptly
coached by Jack Buick, the red hot cagers, as in previous years, can chalk up this year’s hardwood
campaign as a huge success.
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: ﬁ\% %‘\% Opening the season with a mighty effort the Brothers’ basketeers toppled Courtland 45-24, but
) in their next engagement suffered a setback at the hands of Chico. This loss, however, caused the
. é\ Gaels to buckle down and strengthened the team’s determination for success in the remainder of the sea- -
\ son. The results of the squad’s outstanding spirit were quite evident in the following games. They
f% easily rolled over Jackson and Lodi and once more downed Courtland, tallying 43-25, 36-26 and 36-
%&s\ 20 wins respectively. Another upset by the Lodi *“Flames” proved to be the end of hardluck for the
\@ Gaels. The Blue and White Casabans now annexed win after win, until at the close of the season, the

victory march totaled 14 games.

City Champs—The 1949-
row one, left to right: Joel
Sheehan, Noel Slakey, Sal
Vasquez, and Gary O’Niel.
Row two: Mike Hanly,
Greg Crane, Kenny Or-
vick, Jim Church and
Jim Winchell. Row three:
Coach Jack Buick, Willis
Towne, Bill Ross, Asa
Whetstone, Tex Newberry
and Manager Fred Ten-
hunfeld. Missing: John
McNamara, All City for-
ward.




Win Eighteen, Lose Only
Cwo During Record Drive

Among the schools to suffer two losses during this period were Napa, 29-27, and 38-23, and Yuba
City, 26-22 and 29-21; dropping one each were Grass Valley 40-33, Jackson, 50-20, Sacramento Junior
College “J.V.” 31-30, and St. Elizabeth’s, 42-34.

In local competition the Brothers’ hoopsters are undisputed holders of the mythical intra-city
title. The Sacramento High School quintet was dropped 45-40 and 34-29 while the Pacers of Grant
Union fell by tallies of 43-28 and 44-28. In the most perfectly matched tilts of the season, the Gaels
uprooted McClatchy High School’s Lions 30-26 and 22-21.

The impressive record knocked out by the Blue and White Casabans stands at 18 wins out of 20
starts, setting up a topnotch seasonal average of .900. They also boast northern California’s longest
prep win streak.

Coach Buick’s charges participated in the pre-Christmas Grant Tournament and, by tying two
games and dropping four, finished in fifth place.

Performers who were outstanding during the entire campaign were Jim Church, Ken Orvick,
Mike Hanly, John McNamara and Asa Whetstone. Also playing good ball was Sal Vasquez, the Soph-
omore sensation. Greg Crane who last year occupied the center slot, suffered a collapsed lung in the be-
ginning of the season, which permanently sidelined him from the squad. Gary O’Neil, a Junior, was
disabled by a number of dislocated shoulders and likewise was unable to further participate in the
hardwood sport.

Church, chosen on the first team of the all city five, sponsored by the local newspapers, led the
Gaels in scoring with a net total of 143 points, a 7.2 game average. Others on the team sporting good
offensive records are Orvick with 122 counters and Hanly with an even 100. Whetstone scored 95
points while McNamara tallied 80. All five Gael starters finished among the first eleven point makers
in the city.

In their twenty game season the Blue and White totaled 722 points for an average of better than
36 points a games, their opponents made but 555 points for a 27.7 game average.

The great success of the team should unquestionably be attributed to the effective work of the
defensive system. Utilizing a rotating one-three-one zone defense, the Gaels presented an almost impen-
etrable wall which greatly decreased the shooting opportunities of the opponents. Church and Mc-
Namara proved to be defensive standouts. :

Due credit should be given to Jack Buick for his fine coaching job. His efforts in training a com-
paratively inexperienced team and the excellent results are all the more appreciated when it is consid-
ered that this job was his first coaching assignment.

Returning next year will be Hanly, Whetstone, Vasquez and Jim Winchell, who have all had one
year of active varsity experience. These players together with Bee team aspirants Bob Cordoza and
Bill Henderson will present a formidable squad which undoubtedly will uphold the Christian Brothers
hardwood tradition.
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