
Tnn srony 0F cHRIsTIAN BRoTHERs scHool, sacRAMENTo

by Trd lllcKnight,
soph class of '66

Sonrcrvhcrc in Sacra-
nlenlrt. il tloorhcll rang. A
young 1\'onli,ln entc're'd.
talkcd for il nlonlcnt. and
left with 1l srrrall anrount
of ntoncy. The u'onriln \ryas

Ir{ iss I\'I ;rggie Cun n inghanr ;

ttre year. ltl76. Vcry cap-
ahle and cnergetic. Ir{ iss
Cunningharn rvus nraking a
house to house canvas, try-

irtg to ntisc ltlollcy so lh;tt thc ('hristilttt llrothcrs
rrriglrt hc nlrlc lt) slltrl lt llcw scltttol in Sitcra-
IrrtJrrlo. He.r titrtc :ttttl lrafd work wcrc nol spcttl
irr vrrin.

lrr thc sitnlc Ycilr. St. I)alrick's lnstittttc lvils
truilt on ihc cortlcr of l2f h and K Slrccls, :ttttl
w.rs dr-'tlic:ttctl J uly I (rth t,y Archbishop Aletttarry
of San Francisco. Scvcn []rothcrs arrived in
Sucriulrcttto to tltke charge of the ncw school.

()n thc nc'xI tlay, two hundrctl hoys rcgistcred.
-l-hc' nrodcst tuition fccs ranged front $ I 2.(X) to
$-10.00 for ten rttonths. St udcnts whose parcnts
\.\/crc too poor rvould not bc itskcd to pay ttlition.
Bolrding stutlents tvcre;rlso accepted to help
support the conlnt unity.

Fathcr Scanlan, the pastor, f urnished the
school's four classroorns with enough desks to

sl;rrttllrrtls antl lrran:rgcd to finrl roorn for nrosl
ol' thcir rcgislrirnls. I lowe vcr, it is inrportani to
rerrlizc llrat wlrilc an!' srlrl <lI progrc\s on thc
school itse:lI was al:t slandstill for all this tinrc.
With thc growth of Sircralrrcnto's popr-rlation,
htrsincss antl conlntcrcc, the school's localion, lrt
thc cornL:r ol' lzth antl K StrcL'ts, wers right in
thc lreurt ol'Sucrilrncnto'.s growing husinesii dis-
trict.

Early in 1923, thc property was sold for the
surn of two huntlrctl unrt tcn thousirnd clollars,
with thc provision that thc school hc vacated no
later than June lst. Thc propcrty was suhsequent-
ly hotrght hy the We instock-l-ubin (, onrpany.
This lc-ft the Brothers in a rather uninviting situ-
ation. Altlrough plarrs had heen nradc for the
huilding of a new school, thcrc was no possible
way of having it conrplctcd for thc bcginning of
thc fall senrester.

. BROTHER YELLR$IAN:
These nearly intpossible conditiohs were nret

hcad-on by Brother Vellcsian, director of the
school. The school, as it stands toclay, with its
Iarge cnrollnrent and high scholastic standards is
a tribute to his prudencc. energy and executive
ahility.

Pending the tlenrolition of ttre old school,
Brother Vellesian lost no tinre in finding a place
whcre classes could bc conductcd until thc new
school was conrplctecl. The only availablc space
in thu city was a tleserted public school building
on i9th and J Strects (site ot the prcscnt Sacrcd
Heart Cranrnrar Schotrll. The Brothers got pcr-
nr ission to use tlre huildirrg unr"l inrnrediatcly
ntovecl alt usertrle f trrniture fronr thc fornrcr
C'hristian Brothers' Collcge, as it had been callctl
since 1896, to tenrporary quarters on 39th ancl J

Strcets.
Another inrnrediate prohlenr arose fronr the

denrolition of the school. The Brothcrs ancl their
thirty hoarders lost u honre, and had no place to
stay. To nreet this clerrand, Brother Vellesian
rcnted a house and snrall cottage located on the
corner of 2 I st ancl T .Streets callecl "The Se-
quoia's." Sincc this wAS approxinrately two ntiles
frorrr the site of the tenrporary school, two huses
had to he obtained to provide tr*nsportation for
the Brothcrs and the rcsident students.

The school was conrlucted under these trying
conditions for one yerrr. During this ycar. school
spirit blossonred. antl rlre reputation of the Broth-
ers as teachers grcw strongcr.

o THEN IN 19242
The new school werrt up in recorcl tinre. The

contract was let on February 4th, 191,1; the
cornerstone was laid on fulay lSth; classes were
bcing conducted in thc building by Septenrber
I5th. and it was completcd beforc Novcnrber
23rd, on which day it rvas dedicatecl.

A loan of thirty-twrl thousand dollars was
needed for the contpletion of the school. To ob-
tain this loan, the school had to lre incorporated
with the State of California. The articles of in-

?corporat ion we re acceptcd hy the state on No-
venlher 5th. 1924. The school's corporate title
was "Christinn Brothcrs' School of Sacrantento."
There is an c-xplanation for thc changing of the
school's nanre front Christian Brothcrs' C'ollcgc
to Christian llrothu-l-s'Schotrl. Up trntil thar tinrc.
thcre hutl heen no restrict ion on the use ol' the
ternr, college. But rvith rhc rapid growth of the

l('tttttituttrl rttt I'ngt' I ] )

L

The ald. Christian Brotlters Srft ool at 12 and fi Slreels, Sacrantento, :irltetc,
shopping cenlers, o{fice builtlirtgs arrl deltartnll'rrf slorrs ,rozr' .starrrl.

acconunodate trvo hundred and sixty pupils. The
dorn:itories were supplied with twenty heds, and
the boartling dcpartr)tent also received the neces-
sary furnishings l'or thcir dining roont. kitchen,
and several parlors. The conlnl unit1, honse wAs
u,ell furnished for the scven Brothers who had
assunted charge of the school.

It was under thesc conditions that the Brothers
first began teach ing in Sacranrento. There were
only seven of thcm. and their school was snrall.
hut thcir popularity grew rapidly in rhis city as
it has wherever they have taught.

. REPUTATION SPEAKS
As the rcputation of the Brothers as teachers

spread. there \\,ere nlore and nrore bo1's register-
ing each scnre stcr. The cirpacity of the school
was hcavily taxed. It was obvious that something
n'rust be rlone about this problenr, so Mrs.
Ir{ichael Bethcl. a long-tinre friend of rhe Broth-
crs. always ready to help then'r in their needs.
tlonatcd fivc thousand rlolltrs for the additiorr
of a reu, wing orr the building. This was the last
hig inrprovctrrcnt to tre rrraclc on thc old school.

For the next twenty years, the Christian
Brothers nraintained the school's high scholastic



.lInrrI-)'
rferls . ltare at orrltloot'
irrtage of lhr l'irgitt.

idt'ttls has alu'{r}rs ,rrarrltttl CBS' .tfrr-
Ilerx'tlittion rutrlrl' lltr gtae of tlte

THE STORY OF C. B. S.
Continttecl lrotn Page l0
large universities, it was decidr-'d that no school could hear
the nanre of collegc unless it tar"rght college courses. Sonre
Junior College courses, howevcr, had becn given at "C.hris-
tian Brothers' College" at the trrrn of thc centur)'.

C'hristian Brothers' School \\':.rs ;.1 conlhination grade and
high school, and was given thc nrost appropriate nanre to
express such a conlbination. Sincc thc school wils incor-
porated u'ith the state. this titlc coukl not be changed,
except through legal proccsscs.

O MERCHANTS CONTRIBUI.H: -
The businessnrcn and rtterchants of Sacranrento. both

Catholic and non-Catholic. projsctcd a drive in J unc of
1924 to raisc funds for thc ner,r' school. In this single eflort.
they collccted over ninctccn thouslrnd dollurs.; At the tinre of its dedication in 1914. CBS \A,as probabll'
the ntost hcatutiful structurc in Sircranlento. It was actuallv
two huildings. each rwo storics high. anrl each huilt oi
reinforccd concrete. The truiltlings arc situatcd arountl the
corner at a 45 degrcc anglc, antl are joinetl h1. a circular
arc which serves both as a hallu'ay between thc two build-
ings, antJ a facade for the entire structure. The building on
Broadwa]- contains classroonrs. a lihrary and other cduca-
tional t'acilities" u'lrile the othcr rvirrg. on 3 lst Street" con-
tains thc llrothcrs'rcsidcncc. anr.l accontnrotlations l'or over
tJ() hoartlcrs. Thc cntire huildinq is prr-'dontinittclv ntissiorr
stvle urchitectrrrc.

Sacrunrcnlo's husinessnren tlisplal,ed their generosity
again in l916 h1' conducting nt tlrivc to furnish fire schgtjl
lrith u gvnlnasirrlt. l'hc drivc \,ras highlv successful. antl the
c()tlllrilxttiort svnlrt;tsiurtr and irtrtlitrrritrnr \\ n\ erectcd hc--
l\\rlcn tlrc t\\'o \\ irrus tlt' thc suhool.

Antl so, uilh a ttcu school ontl iln cver incrcasing cnroll-
Ittcttt, thc llrtlthcrs contintretl teachirrg in Sircrilt]tcnto. turn-
ing otr_t-sotl'tc of thc cit1"s finr'st btrsiness antl prolessional
nrcn, fhcl'also continuetl to instrr-rct boys ol'lroth gradc

rclruol ;utrl higllr sclronl rurlil ltrS 5. lty tlr;rt tinrr:. .,cvt: rirl
l).rt ut'lti;rl 1lt'.rnun;rt \Llror,l'., lr;rtl lrrt'rr lrnill irr llrr' 5;rcrlr-
nlcnlrt itt'cit, \() tl wir\ n() lolrllu ncct:\\iu y lor lhc llrolllcrs
Itl lttitittlltitt tlrcit'clclttclttirry rclroot l:rcililrcr \(l llrc grrrnt-
nlir r sclrool witr tlroppctl.
o N IiW S('l I(X)L SFI'I'Ulr:

Altcr I (,.57. ( hristiirn llrolhcrs' ,School w;r\ serving only
l'rcrlrnlcn lrtrtl soplrornorc\. 'l his wil\ tlttc lr> ltrr: colrslruc-
liolr ol' ll ishup Rohcrt J . Antrsl rr>ng l-l igh Sclrool, u co-
irrslructiorrirl sshottl lor jturiors ;tttrl scniors. 'l he girls canrc

'l'ronr .Sl. I-rirttcis irntl St. Joscplr's IIigh Schools. 'l hc Brclth-
cr\ also hcgutr lcltching at Ilishop Artttstrong.

lrr Jlrnturry ol' I 9(r4 thc tlioccsan-witlc cxpansion pro-
grlnl wils ilnrlounccd. [lishop Aklcn J. t]cll dcclarcd that
thc tlrivc wus l'or thc cxpirnsiolr rrnrl rcnovation clf school
facilitics. As purt ol'tlrc plirn. t ncw Saint Francis Cirls
H igh rvoukl hc htr ilt at 591h a ntl l\'l Strccts to ahsorh the
enrollrncnt oI tlrc prcscnt St. I-'jnrncis High. ancl also thc
girls ol'Ilishop Arrttslrong. Itishop Arnrstrong rvotrld hc-
cot'tlc u hi,rlr sclrocll l'or boys. t:rk irrg tlre prcscnt cnrollnrcnt
ctf ('hristiiut Ilruthcrs. ('hrist ilrn lirothcrs woukl bc torn
down. Antl cvcnluully anothcr girls lriglr u,ill hc huilt on
the corncr no\r' occr.rpicd hy' ( llS.

Thc pruicnt school hirs scrvu-d thc Sacranrcnto f)iocesc
for ovcr 10 years. l-his landnurrk in thc city'will soon be
no nrore- After thc last stutJent lras lcl't in J r-rnc. wrecking
crancs will nrove in antl. bit hv trit. levcl CIIS to the ground.

. PI.]RSONA[, THOUGHTS
For Catholic Education this is a step forward: hr"rt to

nrany of the students of thc schclol, to the Brothers rvho
live and tcach there, and to tlre alunrni, sonte of n honr
helpctJ ririsc .rnonev that paitl for thc school, thcre is a loss.
What loss'l [t's trLrc the Brothers itre not being lost: their
tradition antl standards livc on ut Bishop Arnrstrong.

Pcrhaps it is just the loss ul'an old huilding fillcd with
ntelttories. But that docsn't rclrllv nrattcr. The fuct is th:rt
this sut'nn1er. the lot u'hcrc Christian Brothers' School stootl
l'or sonte fortt'\'cilrs q,ill just look likc nn crtensivc arltli-
tion lo thc cc,llele'rv dirr'ctlv tri-'hind it. Antl in a u'irl'. it
will he.
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Itiirop ..l rrrsf roug High, o t t'ttturkultlT beautilttl unt! ellicieul L,
t'd.rrr.rttiotrcll plnttl, u,ill cert't' tt,t the -traclition 
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