
































Peter P. Bollinger °57

Peter Bollinger began his high school education at Christian Brothers
at the previous 21% and Broadway location, before moving to the
Bishop Armstrong campus in Oak Park the first year it opened. He was
multi-sport varsity athlete at Christian Brothers, being an All-City
football player, playing for the Gaels basketball team, and competing
on the track and field team. Bollinger played with Hall of Famers: Jim
Mikacich 58, Dick Mooney 58, and Sam Stassi ’58. As a junior,
Bollinger was a co-captain of the Gaels football team under the
leadership of Hall of Fame coach Ray Clemons that won the Northern
Interstate Conference Title in 1955. As a senior, Bollinger was the #1
receiver and #2 scorer in the Sacramento area for the 1956 Falcon
football team that won a co-championship in the Northern Interstate
Conference. Bollinger was also a starter on the Falcon basketball team
the went to the Tournament of Champions in Berkeley representing the
Sacramento area in 1957.

After high school, Bollinger went on to attend Sacramento State. In
1969, Bollinger formed the Peter P. Bollinger Investment Company,
developing and managing very successful commercial and residential
real estate projects throughout the Sacramento Area, including well
known shopping centers, such as the Fountains Shopping Center in
Roseville.

Bollinger is continuing to make his mark at Christian Brothers, making
a transformative gift to help fund the construction of the Peter P.
Bollinger ’57 Stadium on campus that was completed in February
2020. This new state-of-the-art, multi-sport stadium includes a turf
field, all-weather six-lane track, stands for 1,200 fans, press box,
digital scoreboard, and lights. CB student-athletes will now be able to
train and compete in top-notch facilities for years to come, thanks to
generous benefactors like Bollinger.


















John G. Blanchard ’71

John Blanchard was a three sport varsity lettermen at Christian Brothers in baseball, basketball
and football. He was the leading scorer on the basketball team in 1971 however, Blanchard’s
biggest impact would be in football. His Brothers football team won a Metro League title in
1970 for the first time in Christian Brothers football history. Blanchard led his championship
team in interceptions (5) and also led the team in receptions (23). He was the team captain,
MVP, and was voted All-Metro League, All-City (Sacramento Union), All-North
Valley. Blanchard was an Optimist Game Selection and was voted defensive captain for the
game by teammates. Notable teammates of Blanchard included tackle Stan Olsufka 71 as well
as Christian Brothers Hall of Famers Dan Carmazzi *71, and Jim Sarti *71. Blanchard was
coached by Mel Fontes as well as Hall Fame coaches Dave Hoskins, Dick Sperbeck and Jack
Witry.

Blanchard went on to play football at Stanford as a strong safety and free safety from 1971 -
1974. Blanchard’s position coach at Stanford was George Seifert, the San Francisco 49ers
Hall of Fame Head Coach and winner of 5 Super Bowls (3 as an assistant coach and 2 as a
head coach). As a player at Stanford, Blanchard was a two-year starter at free safety.
Blanchard’s best year at Stanford was his senior year in 1974 when he led the team in minutes
played, led defensive backs in tackles with 72, and had 3 interceptions. His teammates voted
him in as an opening game captain. After his stellar senior year at Stanford, Blanchard was
voted 1st Team All-West Coast, 2nd Team All-Pac-8, 1st Team Churchmen’s All-American,
and the team’s Most Inspirational Player 1974. In 1974, Blanchard’s Stanford football team
finished in 2™ place in the Pac-8 which included a close Big Game victory over a #19 ranked
Cal team that featured Heisman trophy runner up running back Chuck Muncie and 1* overall
NFL draft pick (1975) QB Steve Bartkowski. Stanford’s 1974 victory over Cal on a game
winning 50 yard field goal by Mike Langford was one of Blanchard’s favorite athletic
memories and is considered one of the biggest Big Game upsets in the history of the rivalry.

In 1975, Blanchard signed as a free agent with the San Francisco 49¢rs. Blanchard earned a
bachelor’s degree in History, from Stanford in 1975 and a master’s degree in social work from
San Diego State University in 1981. For 28 years, Blanchard worked in college athletics most
recently as a Senior Associate Athletics Director for Student-Athlete Services for the
University of North Carolina. In that capacity, he created the first leadership academy in
college athletics, the Richard A. Baddour Carolina Leadership Academy, an effort that has
been copied dozens of times by college athletics departments across the United States. For the
past 8 years, Blanchard has worked as a leadership development consultant for the Pittsburgh
Pirates; he has also worked in a similar capacity with the Kansas City Royals.

John has been married for 41 years to Dawn London Blanchard. They have three grown
married children and four grandchildren.















