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Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 3, Number 82, 29 May 1877 — CHRISTIAN BROTHERS' COLL

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES. [ARTICLE]

CHEISTIAN BROTHERBY (OLLEGE -t OMMENLE-
MENT EXERUISNES,
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The tirst anpua! commencement exercises of
the Nacrameoto Iostitate, better koownp as the |
Chnistian Brotbers’ Colleze, were held at the
Assembly Coamber last eveniog. The immense
ball wasz dep=ely tilled, ard potwithstacding the
inclement westber a vely large proportion of
the audience was ladies. Most of the ~tate
officers were present, and the diplomas and
certiticates were awarded by Governor {rwin,
The exercises opened with a duet on the violin
avd piino, by Bernard Kerle aed Arnold Hey-
man, the execution of whieh was elever andar.
tistic, Next was a declamation, by ’S!;xswr Perer
Shields, very well given. An essay, by Francis
B. Smith, to Iiua ed, entitled *'The Great Anmn,

can hﬂidgcr in whbich was given the leadine |

bistorical events in toe life of bcf;emi Jackson
in fair diction and high eulogr, \Iusw Jobn
Cimpbell sapg * W !mpvr Solftly. Mother’s : Dy~

mg,“ very creditably, although bis voice was |

bardly equal to the requirements of the hall,
Jobo Doyie followed with ao extract, which was
given with fair elocutionary efiect. An essay,
by Henry Ryan, eutitled * True P:lr*mmm
_came next, and was a very creditable
piece  of )a’*pgaitlﬂn. The suug “(r)tn
tace by the Sea,” by Master Charle
Wait, was exceediogly weil recvderea, mdeui
for one so young it was an extraord; Dary ;;ﬂ.
formance. John L. Hughes followed with a
declamation, which was very toreibly de-
livered. Master J. F. Webster sane ** We
Parted by the River bu}ﬁ * eleverly, but rather
feebly. John Shay’s essay on * The Ave of
Pernsles” was well composed, and read with
todesty and good effeet.  The chorus, * Mili-
tary Purade,”” by the singing ciass, was well
done and quite entertaining. Then cume 2
declamation by Rolsnd E. Hartly, which was
extremely well rendered. A duet on the violin
and prano, by A, L. Lvon and A. Hevman, whien
Was C?mii’» un exbibition ol bne ex ‘eation 01
the tormer instrument, closed part first of the
prograwme, The eveniug having already tar
advanced, the exercises continued without 1p-
termission., Master Lkdgar F. Price opened
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with an extract which was well read. Willie
H.mif*n tollowed witbs song, “Come Back to
Ern,” well sgi 1z and well received. An essay
by Ed J. i*.g:g ectitled ‘* fotegrity in  Public
Lite’ came next, containine some strony and
well rounded sentences, and some scathing re-
bukes to recreant &u%?w efficials. It was read
with good intonation and enuveration, and was
well received,

A declamation by Master Edgar Lee Brown
came vext n order, and was worthy of the ap-
plause 1t received. Johu Moouney, a youth of
some 9 years, then sang **Jobonny Sands’
very cleverly, An essay by L J. Trainer, in
wiich the charucter and services of Charles
Curroll, ot Carrollton, were well set forth, tol
lowed. Then came a gwtar duet by Prof,

Dorrego and Ed. J, Fizg, which called forth a |

double encore. An essay by Fraoves D iips,azt,

entitied the ** Hero of Limerick,” well apd
e¢lfectually read, closed the %swmw exercises of

the students, and was followed by a chorus,
“Tell Me where do Fairies Dwell,”” by the
band o! juveniles, denomivated the sincing
cluss, which was prettily sung.

im n came awarding of the diplomas and
certificates by Governor Irwin. F. D. Ryan
and John Shay were the only persons receiving
commerecisl diplomas. They also received cer-
tulicates of gqahiication in the higher branches
ot mwathe: z:m:f.-;., survevimg, rhetorie, Enahish
composition, elocution and Ev;:’:{:* Henry }iv'w
1.4 TOr raioer, E. J. i‘r‘_f,;’, l.. Hu: “H}' J.
Bow, J. Marpby and B. F. = m?i: received cer
titicates entitling them to gradaate next year,
The address b'ﬂ? Hou, Creed Havmone d closed the
exercises of the evenice, We m: &‘m‘ reom lor
4 lew extructs
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** Life greatens in these later vears,
The centuries’ aloe blooms to-day.”

That the sentiment which Whittier has clothed in
poetic fancy is not exagzerated the world’s progress
bears most emphatic wituezs, The railroad train shich
to-day vou look upon without wouder— aceept as of
every day life—1t0 your fathers was almnost a stranger,
To them the canal beat, with its «ix miles an Lour, and
the stage coach, with its nine, represented the ultimate

speed withio the compass of man’s power. The propo-
sal to cross this mighty cootinent, from ocean
to oc2an, in three days—to w¥ou an accom-
plished faci—to them would have scemed as
wild and as visionary as Jules Verne's twenty thousand
leagues under the sea or his trip to themnon.  To thelr
bovhood the telegraph, now a pecessity, was unknown,
Morse was vet to draw the lightolog from the lfurud
cluud, aod make it the messenger of thoug t. To your
fathers a vevage across the Atlantic represented from
thirty to forty days of tempest-tossed agony; to you it
is a nine days’ pleasure ¢ trip upon a floating palace, at
any time during which the touch of a heﬂ, petent
a8 Aladdin’s lamp, brings to your hand all the |
coml ris and luxuries of life. Your mothers toiled |
at the spinring wheel and the hand loom, the prodacts
of which were the garments that constituted their Suu-
day’s finery and Monday's wear. To-day one woman
attends a thousand spinrﬂe~, and the once costly fabrics
then beyond the reach nfany save grandees aod prine es
are now brought to all. Hood's **Song of the shirt”
has lost balf its pathes. The sewing machine hag amelior-
ated the condition of the ¢'aszses of which the poet sung,
The cold attic, the consumnptive form, fruirs c:f penury
and want, at its hum have gven away lo green fields
and m»*dv faces, blessed offerings of this invention to
suffering buma:mv

War, the kin sister of famine and of pestilence, 1t is
to be Loped and believed, is approaching its end. The
U neva Arbitration marks a new departure in the set-
tlement of international disputes, and i an assarance
that differences of opinien amd conflicting claims be-
tween nations will soon be treated as are kindred
allairs between men, by appeals to reacon instead
of the sword. Already a distinguizhed American
jurist has given to the world the plan of
an internatisnal code having this greal end in view,
and | ld?s!“d but little in the az=ertion that there are
those now in the hearing of my voice who wil’ live 10 |
see it adopied Ly the nations of Chrristendom; live
to sce sulstituted for wir and its attendant horvors,
the doctrines of peace and of love, of mercy and of
gracious charitv, as taught by the Nizareae upon the
shores of Galilee,

Your teachers are men trained for the life they lead.
They arve of the Christian  Brotherbood. a societv
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fonnd 20 years ago and devoted to teaching. The
Jrothers bring to their =ell-imposed tasks not only the
training cach individual has reccived, but transmitied
from broiher to brother, thev utilize the accumulated
wisdom of {wo centuries. They have 1,227 schaols,
7,00k} brothers or teachers and 396,088 pupils, Their |
zchoolz are to be found in almost everv land, They

bear the boon of edocation to all p=oples, 1t iz the

boast of a grest Power that **her wornine drumne

b a: circles the world.”” These patient, szelf-
cacrificing teachers—in the intercst of peace and of

humanity—may more justly boast that ** the sun never

s=ts upon the field of their iabor.”” PBringing as your

teachers do so many advantages, yvou are especially fa-

vored by belug their pupils. Ia your welfare, progress

and advancement their life i3 bound up—they bave no

eartbly hopes or aspirations beyond this—all else in

the worid they bave surrendered. Their battles are

vours and the peansthat proclaim victory to vou is

the only mucsic that can ever cbarm their devoted

bearis,

You may not now appreciate all their requirements—
it would be passing strange if at your are you should—
bat that all are for your geod admits of no doubt.

The education which you are now receiving is nog
the end. It is but meansto an end, It 13 to perfect
your character—to exalt your nature, to the end that
you may become good men aund useful citizzns, profit-
able alike to yourselves and to sociaty. That this end
may be reached, demands, in additien to ail your
parents and leachers can give, ¥your mo:t earnest
and heartfeit endeavors, RSoon you are to take
ihe place of the present actors upcn li'e’s
mam‘i stage : 1o fill the positions of honor and of trust

and 1o ruide the destinies of thia free Government,

’ix_u.:: position will be the most exalted on earth. It
well hecomes you, as best within your power, to fir
yvourself for its datles and obligations. Be proud of
father and of mother, of teacher and of schnol, and of
the city—~f vour home. Be good and trus men in
every walk of life, beariog in miod that there is

nothing in the wide world of suen wvalue asto b=
Eﬂiﬂn-d for one moment agaiost truth and bouor, Por |
tiue sake of those whe this night love vou so well: for
m m, 0 osakes—
** 8o live, that when thy summons comes to jein

The innumerable ciravan that moves

To that mystertous realm, where each shall take

His chamber, in tue sileot balls of death,

Thou go not like the quarry slave, at night

Recurged to his dungeon,

Bat sustained and soothed,

Dy an unfaltering trust approach thy grave

Like one who wraps the drapery of bis couch

Avout Lim, and lles down to pleasant dreams.”
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