MonmgnorEdwardKavanagh.pmtt:redleBQatSt Rose church, has been called “the spiritual father of south Sacramento.’
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ty of ailments, including a fall he took

after a baptism. He's been recovering at
Mercy McMahon Terrace semor resi-
denceat 3865 J St.

Kavanagh has vowed to go home in
several weeks and continue ministering
to 4 sixth generation of parishioners,
but he was too weak to attend a concert
in his honor Thursday night at Christian
Brothers High School featuring the
McKeever School of Irish Dance, the Ir-
ish American Ceili Dancers, and Ire-
land’s foremost tenor Anthony Kearns,
who brought tears to the crowd when he
sang “Danny Boy” and “When Irish Eyes
Are Smiling.”

Powers, who was born p!‘fysrcall_‘, dis-
abled, told the crowd that Kavanagh's
church “was the only place that fully
welcomed me and provided me an op-
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porlmnty to partlclpaxe with children Kavanaghleadsalssguass.ﬂelsrem-
my age”” inspiring Powers to enter the vering from ailments at a care site.
pnestheod

“his room at Mercy McMahon Terrace,
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mento Bee, said longtime fnend Joe
McNamara, a Christian Brothers alum-
nus who organized the Thursday mg;ht :
tribute. _ i
“His photo stillhangs mthepubsas
huﬂer,notapastor,mduntiltastyear |
he'd return to Irelam] every September

said. Kavanagh loves Irish music, and

would often bring famous tenors to Sac-
Fpsibento:

“He’s at the very end of an era in the
Catholic Church,” McNamara said. “The

| seminaries in Ireland have dried up

completely” - |
In an interview earlier this week in ' |

Kavanagh shared some of his rules for
life. “We’ve been given the 10 command- -
ments and unfortunately as a country
we haven’t been following them,” he
said. First and foremost, “you have to
help people, look out for the needy and
pray every day with your family. The
famj]y that prays together stays togeth-
er’

Kavanagh was close friends with the |
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wheeler-dealer businessman,” Powers
said. Kavanagh bought a boat dealer-
ship and turned it into the church’s car

donation program, opened a communi-

tv garden for Hmong refugees, and
turned a grocery store into St. Patrick’s
Store Bargains Galore to fund St. Pat-
rick’s home and the ministries of St.
Rose church. :

St. Patrick's Home for Children was
an orphanage on Franklin Boulevard
from 1932 to 1977 with beds for 200 boys
and girls, and still cares for troubled
youths through a series of group homes.
The boys who Kavanagh guided have
grown into grandfathers who still visit
the man they say became the father they
never had. :

“My mother died when I was 7 re-
called Gomez Delgado, 78. “There were
12 of us, and ry dad had personal prob-
lems, so we all got splitup” Some of Del-
gado’s siblings went to foster homes, but
eight of them were sent to the orphan-

age.

Monsignor Kavanagh “played soccer
with us, showed an interest in all of us
and a lot of respect, no matter who and
what we were,’ sg.id Delgado, who re-

Christian Brothers football games,
punching him playfully and saying, “You
can do this!”

Delgado couldn’t afford Christian
Brothers, but Kavanagh got him in on a
scholarship. “He always encouraged me,
said I could make something of myself;”
said Delgado, who became an all-Metro
quarterback. “He was a father figure to
many of us and seemed to know where
all the kids went, whether you became a
success in life or ended up in prison - he
visited those kids.”

‘Augie Ledesma, 74, followed the crops
as a boy, picking carrots, lettuce, peach-
es, onion and potatoes until his mom
died when he was 9. He recalls Kava-
nagh’s motto: Do the best you can. “He'd
bring you in and give you a stern talk,
but never get really mad at you.” Ledes-
ma had a body shop for 32 years, and
Kavanagh sent him customers and per-
formed weddings for his four sons.

From the start, Kavanagh did things
his own way. His family owned one of
the biggest bus companies in Ireland,
and at 8 he drove a bus to Dublin to pick
up the newspapers for distribution. He
remains a faithiful reader of The Sacra-

McClatchy, and said when death ap-
proached, “she was prepared for it be-

“cause she was very fulfilled and very
grateful to God for her life and her many

friends”

Kavanagh is a strong advocate of im-
migration reform. “I love the Mexican
people, they're very family-oriented,” he
said. “Families get broken up when akid
or parent goes back to Mexico and can't
come back, or parents come here and
kids can’t” .

He strongly opposes abortion, but
urges parents to show compassion to
children who have babies out of wed-
lock. ;

Sister Kathleen Horgan, who has
helped Kavanagh raise funds for inner
city schools since the 1990s, said he has
always served the needy and the sick.
“He believes were all going home to
God, the father” she said. “Whether
we've done our best or not, God will wel-
come them home. His mercy always ex-
ceeds his justice”

Call The Bee’s Stephen Magagnini,
(916) 321-1072. Pegz Basofin contrib-

4

Champion for the needy
gets a special celebration

By S‘I’El:;lilf@N MAGOAO(:EN'INI : ' (;;suHe’s pirformed more than 16,000
smagagr sacbee. : ptisms, 4,000 weddings and
He's been toasted in pubs throughout five funerals a week, and ra?::ed:gzzf

I_(ﬂkenny County, Ireland, for his hur-
ling prowess and called the “Irish God-
father,” “the spiritual father of south
] _Sacmhgzlgm,” a singer and a saint dur-
ing years ministering to n
Sacmmgntans across faiths and ra:s.?y
. Monsignor Edward “Ned” Kavanagh
1s.hxs name, and serving underdogs is
hzsAsgame. :
midfielder, he led Kilkenny to the
All-Ireland Senior Hurling Cil;ympion—
ship over Cork before 50,000 fans in
1947. His stats on God’s team at St. Rose
Catholic Church along Franklin Boule-
vard are even more impressive, said his
- friend and protégé the Rev. Troy Pow-

sands of orphans and wayward chil-
dren as his own at St. Patrick’s
For Children. —

The 6-foot-2 priest with a soft heart

and an iron will once faced down Gov.

Gray Davis, refusing to let the governor

bring gifts to St. Patrick’s in 2002 unless

Davis publicly renounced his support of :

abortion.
: “1,:Ie‘s like a_priest. from central cast-
ing,” said Kevin Eckery, spokesman for
the Sacramento diocese. i
Kavanagh’s streak was interrupted
several months ago when the 89-year-
old went on the disabled list for a varie-
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 Courtesy Monsignor Kavanagh'scolection
Edward “Ned” Kavanagh, left, is seen

ftes beating Cork in 1947 in the All-
Ireland Senior Hurling Championship.




The [.a Salle Club

Preaenta
ANTHONY KEARNS
World renowned tenor, and founding member of the Irish Tenors

Featuring the McKeever School of Irish Dance
Thursday, July 24 and Friday, July 25, at 6:00 PM

Reception with Mr. Kearns
Immediately following the performances
The George Cunningham ‘40
Performing Arts Center
Christian Brothers High School

e k)

The Thursday show is dedicated to
Monsignor Edward J. Kavanagh
Tickets: $35 Mezzanine or $50 Orchestra
For tickets and information go to www.thelasalleclub.com

The La Salle Club

I/ s Helping Student Athletes
Since 1939

CHRmIBTIAN BROTHERS



The La Salle Club

presents

An Evening with

Anthony Kearns

Ireland’s Foremost Tenor

The George Cunningham ‘40
Performing Arts Center
Christian Brothers High School
July 24th & 25th, 2014

The July 24th show is dedicated to
Monsignor Edward Kavanagh



