XAVIER »‘u ;mas@tenh@s«.bee,:om
Jesuit varsity football players gather with U.S. Marine Corps high recruiters — who awarded two student athletes earlier — to celebrate
their 44-0 win over Christian Brothers during the 50th Holy Bowi rivalry game Saturday at Hughes Stadium in Sacramento.

Sweet revenge: Jesuit routs
Christian Brothers in Holy Bowl 50
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csalerno@sachee.com

Revenge was on the mind of
Jesuit High School senior Kai
Santos and the rest of his Ma-
rauder football teammates.

Two years after rival Chris-
tian Brothers rallied to steal a
Holy Bowl victory punctuated
by players and fans racing to
midfield, payback was sweet
for Big Red on Saturday night.
With a Hughes Stadium crowd
of just over 9,000 people,
sixth-ranked Jesuit beat No. 7
Christian Brothers 44-0 in the
50th meeting between the
parochial programs. It was the
first Holy Bowl shutout since
1996, when Jesuit won 23-0.

“It’s amazing (to win this
game),” Jesuit senior Kai San-
tos said. “I remember that
feeling (of losing). I watched
videos of it all week. I wanted
to make sure we never feel like
that again and they never get to
feel like that again.”

Santos did his part. He had
touchdown runs of 4 and 85
yards in the first half. Jesuit
quarterbacks Preston Vukovich
and Trenton Dewar and kicker
Alejandro Rojas all scored rush-
ing touchdowns. The Maraud-
ers offensive line of Blair Ho-
ran, Nelson Jack Hemmert, Jp
Leatherby, Evan Mayers, Josef
Mokofisi and tight end Kai
Wallin didn’t allow a sack and
opened up holes all night.
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Jesuit’s Kai Wallin sacks Christian Brothers quarterback Jake Elorduy, causing him to drop the ball,

durmg the third quarter.

Jesuit’s defense was equally
" impressive. Big Red applied
consistent pressure all night on
Christian Brothers quarterback
Jake Elorduy. Jesuit senior
Jackson Hagopian had a 30-

yard pick-6 and Jagger Shaddix,

Jack Hemmert and Wallin all
had sacks.
After starting the season with
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a blowout loss to top-ranked
Folsom, Jesuit has found its
footing with back-to-back wins
over Granite Bay and Christian
Brothers. Losing preseason

- games and then rhaking a run

in the Delta League has been a
common theme for Jesuit the
past few seasons.

“This was a good bounceback

game for us,” Jesuit coach Mar-
lon Blanton said. “Our defense
is playing better this year.
Doesn’t matter who we really
play. The first week our defense
got trounced. The last few
weeks they have played really
good football. ... This has kind
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of been our deal. We get
better as time goes on.

The more time we have in
the program, the better we
get. That’s kind of been
the theme the last ﬁve or
six _years

This year's Holy Bowl
was limited to only 8,000
tickets sold. Both schools
agreed on the number
because they didn’t want
to make the game a “me-
ga event” which would

require COVID-19 proto-
cols and testing. In a nor-
mal year, the Holy Bowl
can draw as many as .
15,000 people. Despite
the smaller crowd, the
energy was felt by the
players.

“The fans are great, I
love the support,” Hago-
pian said. “This is easily
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