HIS L

| T]OH%%ETISE
DE LA SATLE
Ve o







Brothers of the Christian Schools danes its foundation
trom this event.

D La Salie’s plan for O toachers worked: they im-
proved, as did crder in the schools. Even so, he was in
a quandary. He wantod the Christian Free Schools, the
name he and e Brothers later chose, 1o fulfil] thes
mission, but success would depend on steady Incromses.
in the teachers’ compesence, which, In b, would
depend laegedy on his contnually working with them.
He was not at all sure how involved he showld become
with these schools and the teachers.

Teacuers Livi Witk Dt La Saue

John Baptiat sought the advice of Fr. Nicolas Barré, a
=an widely known foe his work in establishing schools
for poor chikiren n Rowam and Parie Barme's counsed
was distressing and dramatic: he urged De La Salle 10
frve with the seachens. In spite of the social disparity
Betweon the teachers and bas own family, De La Salle
decided 10 move the schoolmaters nto his home when
the loase on their rested house expired, on June 24,
1681 Anger. disbedief, and accusations of madness
frected this decision, but D La Salle persevered in his

As requests Game %o open other frwe schools for boys,
the teachers began 10 grumble about ther meecerity
and the haed life of religions disciplioe. John Baptist
urgnd them to rely oo Providence, bet they reminded
him that he would have no woeres # the schools faidod.
he was independensly wealthy and had a lidetime posi-
tom as a cathedral cason

Once again, De La Salle prayed to know God's will and
turmed to Father Bare for advice. Burnd suggested that
# Dy La Salle wanted these schools o prosper, he
should resign hs canonsy and distribute hes inberited
wealth 10 poor people. If God warsed the Free Chris-
faan Schaols as they were known to floarish, God would
sow to i Many of De La Salle’s framds and family
oppesed this radical recommendation, but after a long

Peniod of peayer and consultation, he resgned his
canonry. on Auge 16, 1653 In the winter of 168384,
e distributed his inherstance to the Reims victims of
the record teesking famine then raging throughout
France. He became as poor and reliant as the school-
teachers on Cod's Providence.

Foammea Communiry

De La Salie implemented the most wseful mathods of
matrection in the schools and negotiated & open new
Christian Schocks. wiich were free of chasge. He alwo
Began fomming the teachers (090 3 community of faith
They followed 2 schedulbe that inchaded specific times
for prayer, mwabs, stady. and work. Somse teachers left,

urnwilling to sndertake sich 2 rigorous Efestyle, bet 2
serall mramber rveained.

Johin Bagaist was row toeally committed 1o the comames-
maty of seachers. To entablish their nique identity as
laymen dedicated %o the Free Christian Schools, they
decided w0 call themmudves Becthers and % adopt &
simgie attire that diemgumhed thess from both ceegy
and well oS0 tioen.

In B spring of 1686, Jobn Baptist comvened the prin-
ﬂmhnnl—H;MMnb
tinctive habit. chose the name Seothers of the Christian
Schools, and decaded that the Brothers would make »
Frivase vow of cbedionce for theee years. De La Salle
pervsaded them to choos one of thelr own %0 be the
supenion they reluctantly agreed. Nonetheless, B
archbishop of Reirms — diaturbed Bt one of his prieses
shoukd have a Brother, 2 layman, as his superior —
demanded that De La Salle resume e direction of the
Institute.

ESTABLISHING MORE SCHOOLS

In February 1688, D La Salle and two Brothers arrivid
tn Faris 10 aocept the invitation made two yeaes carlier
by the pastor of Saint Sulpice. in Parks, 1 take change of
it free school. De La Salle knew that if the woek they
had started in Retrrm wan 10 gain 2 firm Soothold, the
Horothers had 1o establish Christian Schools i the
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capetal Thair st school served teo hundred pooe
Boys. The Brothers grouped the boys by age and
mposed order and a datly schedule. The priest who
Dad beem in change of the school became jealous of the
Brothers’ waccows and artend 3 rumor campaign agairt
them. Nevertholess, the school Seived, and the pustor
eventually pet the Brothers iIn chaege of other schools i
the parish.

Jober Baptint continually sarched for the most effective
warys 00 oducate poor children. He inssted that Freach
be the Language of swtraction. Today it seems cbvious
that childres lears bost in thetr native tongue, but in
Die La Salle's tisnw, elementary schools taught children
10 read and write Lat first and gave ondy miniessal
Istraction in Freech. As another practical measere.
Die La Salie and the Brothers published their collected
windom from thew early vears in 3 sanual tithed The
Camdact of the Chnetion Schoads. This book gave spexific
guidelines on such topics as “What Is Doee During
Breakiast and Afternoon Saack.” “Reading the Ohurt of
Syllablen,” “Traireng to Write Well.™ and "Prayers Said
in School Daily * The manual integrated the Cospel into
ol anpects of life in the Christian Schools.

Probibems continued to plagee De La Salle, however. In
Paris, the Chrintian Schools, charging no foes, posed &
threat 5o teachmg awsocasons that required students o
pay. Two of Sase groups Sled lawsults against De Ly
Sallc, twice setznd the farmuare of the Paris schooks and
forced e semmparary chosure, and continually ha-
raecd the small commurety of Brothers.

The Brothers bed a hard life. Many died voung from the
discires casily contracted in the crowded schools and
streets. Exhuustion and stress made others vulnerable o
dscouragement. Some beft 30 make 3 betser bving foe
themselves by waing the skills they had learned as
Beoers. Jobn Baptnt voftered 2 near-tatal @ness.

I 3L, Dy La Salle could sovw St the Intstute of the
Beothers of the (hristians Schools stood on the verge of
collapse. He and two sertice Brothwes made 3 vow %0
keep D Institune alive — cven of they were the last ones

Teft and Bad 40 lrve on bread alone. Soon more men
Jotned, and the crivis pussed. Dv La Salle opened o
novitate to tram young men in the Brothers lfe with a
menimum of outide mterference. On Jurw &, 1604, Triney
Sunday, D La Salle and twelve sernor Brothers made the
first perpetiaal vows in the history of the Instute.

STRINGTHENING Thet MinsTRY

In 1699, in Paris, De La Salle dosigned the Christian
Academy, 3 special program for poor young men under
the age of twenty who had been working since chaldhood
and lacknd any sort of educaton, evpecually relgious
educaton. On Sundays and halidays, voung workers
leamed vading, wrting, anthmetic, drafeng, and
nligon

In 1705, the Brothers began 8o tabke charge of schools for
poce boys in Rowe, snd John Baptint estatlinbed S
novitiate theee, at Saint Yon. The Brothers opened o
boarding school at Seint Yon that claded comesencial
courses, an inmovative departees from the classical cur-
ricubum. When Rouen suthorities sshad De La Selle 50
taker delmquent young men o his care, ho st up the
firwt ovfoermatony school in France. By 1730, the Brothens
had opened Chensan Schools in over a dosen mare ties
i France.

FACG MOst CHALLENGES

In the winter of 170809, soothur seveew Samine

theough France, leaving $howands dead. The Brothers
wuffered aong with everyorw ebw. ks Chartres dlosw, Bve
Brothers dhied. s 1712, & wealthy bemefiactor = Pans
nmeged on his promise of fnancid sepport and even
proceded 1o have D La Salle fined and nearly jatled.

Betwoen 1711 and 1734, De La Salle made two visits o
comemunities establnbed = the south of France. It was 2
dafficult time. In 1713, & group of benefactons in Mar-
scille withdrew their support over a policy dispute, and
sormwe Brothers in the south of France opposed Dy La
Salle because be called them %o account for devisting
from the Rule of S Institate. One comemunity refased
bemn it» hospetaley altogether
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