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concerned about the safe-
ty of in-person learning if
students return to campus
and the thoroughness of
online instruction if
schools continue distance
learning, Gonsalves said.
However, Gonsalves
said, the increased in-
terest may be a false bub-
ble. “Even if we do get the
students, I’m not sure

they would stay with us,” -

she said.

For some of the schools

within the Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Sacramento,
which operates 42 schools
that serve 13,500 students
across 11 counties, the
pandemic has had a dif-
ferent impact, said Lin-
coln Snyder, the executive
director of schools for the
Roman Catholic Diocese
of Sacramento.

One Catholic school
operated by the Diocese,
‘Mercy High in Red Bluff,
closed permanently after

the start of the pandemic. .

so they haven’t been do-
nating, or donating as
much.” ,

Few families have drop-

‘ped out of the schools run

by the Diocese because of
concerns about money.
But the longer the pan-
demic lasts, the bigger the
impact will be on families,
Snyder said.

The average private
school tuition in Cali-
fornia is $14,551, accord-
ing to Private School
Review. For families
facing the economic im-
pact of COVID-19, it may
be an additional cost
that’s hard to bear.

Brookfield will continue
to use the same need-
based financial aid policy
it has used historically,
said Gonsalves.

Enrollment at the Sacra-

mento Country Day
School is down about 5%
from last year, said Emily
Allshouse, a representa-
tive from SCDS.
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Christian Brothers High School admissions director Kristen McCarthy talks on July 15

about the Sacramento private school’s hybrid plan to reopen in the fall and how it has

seen an increased interest in enrollment during the coronavirus pandemic.

list disclosed by the
Treasury Department and
Small Business
Administration of borrow-
ers that received at least

$150,000.

creased significantly,”
Oliver said in an email.
Hannah Dooley, a pa-

‘rent who moved to Au-

burn in late May, said that
she’s enrolled her third
grader in St. Joseph Chris--
tian School for the up-
coming year.

Doolev said some of the

- parents received regard-
1ng the fall. L

of flexibility offered at
their current school, the
program itself, or the

kinds of communication |

quickly this fall.

“According to the gov-
ernor’s protocol, once
we’re clear to reopen we
can reopen, whereas pub-
lic schools might find
themselves with other
considerations beyond
just the public health
mandate,” Snyder said.
' The Sacramento Bee
previously reported that
Sacramento County
Health chief Dr. Peter
Beilenson said he would
give the same guidance to
private schools as he gave
to public schools.

The state’s plan for
reopening says that local

health officials may grant -

a waiver to allow ele-
mentary schools to begin
in-person instruction.

' Local health officials must.

consider local data that
includes the number of
new infections per
100,000 residents, the
test positivity rate, and the
change in the rate of hos- .
pitalization, as well as ;
consult with the California
Department of Public

Health.




T TT“We could not getthe
enrollment or the fund-
raising we needed to oper-

" ate the school for another
year,” Snyder said.

Enrollment in Cali-
fornia private schools, and
particularly in religious
schools, has been
dropping for nearly 20
years. The number of
California students en-
rolled in religious schools
dropped from around
506,000 in 2000 to -
about 339,000 during the
2018-19 school year.

Private schools account-
ed for 7.4% of total school
enrollment in California
for the 2015-16 school
year, the most recent data
available from the
California Department of
Education.

A Sacramento Bee re-
view of enrollment in the
Sacramento area showed
that private schools served
approximately 12,210
students in the area in
2018.

TUITION RELIEF
EFFORTS

Most of the funding for
schools in the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Sacra-
mento comes from tuition
and philanthropy, Snyder
said. Some schools have
seen an increase in par-
ents requesting financial
aid in the short term, and
philanthropic giving has
dropped.

Without a collection
basket going around, or
with far fewer attendees
because of social dis-
tancing, parishes don’t
have the donations they
usually rely on.

“COVID has had a big
impact on church attend-

wnce,” Bnyder said. “And

“We don’t have exact
data on the reasons those |
families left, but anec-
dotally we get the sense
that some families are

.experiencing financial

hardship due to the pan-
demic, or were not want-
ing to pay tuition for a
program that might be
remote,” Allshouse said in
an email.

In addition to the $2
million in tuition assist-
ance that the school ordi-
narily offers, Sacramento
Country Day has also
offered additional assist-
ance specifically for fam-
ilies experiencing finan-
cial difficulties due to the
pandemic. ,

Christian Brothers High
School, part of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Sacra-
mento, has implemented
a new COVID-19 tuition
relief fund to assist fam-
ilies who have been im-
pacted by the pandemic,
said Kristen McCarthy,
the director of admissions
at Christian Brothers.

The school made
$500,000 available in
COVID-19 tuition relief,
but the need for aid ex-
ceeded the available fund-
ing. All families who re-
quested aid received 75%
of what they expressed
the need for, McCarthy
said. '

Sacramento Country
Day School and Christian
Brothers High School both
received Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loans from
the federal government.

Sacramento Country
Day received a grant of
between $1 million and $2
million, and Christian
Brothers received a grant
of between $2 million and
$5 million, according to a

The Paycheck Protec-
tion Program was created |
by congress to assist com-
panies impacted by CO- |
VID-19 after the pandemic |

began. The program has
distributed hundreds of
billions of dollars in loans
that are forgivable under
certain circumstances.

Private schools have
faced.criticism for
accepting the loans, which
were meant to help small
businesses keep employ-
ees on their payrolls.

“With enrollment down
from last year, the PPP
loan has enabled us to
keep all of our teachers
employed and at their
current salaries,” All-
shouse said.

The loan helped Chris-
tian Brothers keep every-
body employed, McCarthy
said, including the
school’s maintenance
crew and administrative
assistants.

DIFFERENT
EXPERIENCES OF
DISTANCE LEARNING

Some Catholic schools
have seen an increase in
interest from parents, said
Snyder. Many interested
parents “see private
schools, and Catholic
schools in particular, as
being inherently flexible,”
he said.

St. Joseph Catholic
School in Auburn has seen
an increase in interested
parents, said Jenny Oliver,
the principal of St. Joseph.

“Because our distance
learning content and pro-
cedures were so well-
received and compared
favorably to other fam-
ilies’ experiences, I have
had many inquiries re-
garding our school. The
interest has certainly in-

_to transition to distance

e
reasons she decided to

| enroll her child in St.
| Joseph were the smaller
* class sizes and the de-

tailed plan for how the
school would conduct
distance learning that
Oliver provided over the
summer.

“It looked like they had
it pretty figured out,”
Dooley said.

Christian Brothers has
also seen a number of
families interested in
transferring, said McCar-
thy. Some said they were
dissatisfied with their
current school’s ability to
transfer to distance learn-
ing during the spring.

Catholic schools that
are affiliated with the
diocese were able to
transfer quickly to online
learning in the fall. “We
jumped from distance
learning from one week to
the next,” Snyder said.
~ Many private schools
had the resources to get
students set up for dis-
tance learning more
quickly than other schools
in the spring, with the
help of smaller class sizes,
technology device pro-
grams that provided every

* student with a device, and

funding from tuition or

‘donors to quickly ensure

that all students could get
online to learn. '
Though enrollment has
dropped at Sacramento
Country Day, applications
have stayed steady, said
Allshouse. The school has
seen a larger number of
interested parents who
have expressed dissatis-
faction with their current
school — either the level

ine Sacramento Coun- |
try Day School is in a
better position than most |

|
learning, Allshouse said. |

“Our 1-to-1 device pro- |
gram provides middle and
high school students with
their own computers,
while younger students
have access to iPads, and
we have made additional
investments in technology
resources to facilitate a
seamless switch to remote
learning if dictated by
conditions,” Allshouse
said in an email.

Lainie Josephson, a
co-president of the Sacra-
mento Country Day
School Parents Associ-
ation, said that she was
impressed with how the
school pivoted to distance
learning.

“They sort of didn’t
miss a beat,” Josephson
said. ‘

Even for private schools
that haven’t seen an in-
crease in interested stu-
dents, their ability to pro-
vide streamlined distance
learning has opened up
new opportunities.

Lula Abusalih, the prin-
cipal at Al-Argam Islamic
Preparatory School, said
that interest for new appli-
cants has remained the
same as previous years.
But for some new and
existing families, Abusalih
said, the ability to live-
stream lessons means that
they can enroll in the
school from locations that
are farther away.

PLANS FOR
REOPENING
According to Snyder,
some parents said they
thought that Catholic
schools will be able to
bring students back for

“Waivers will only be
considered by the County
after cases begin trending
down,” Sacramento Coun-
ty representative Brenda
Bongiorno said in an
email.

Gonsalves said that
Brookfield will make their
decisions about re-open-
ing based on public health
recommendations, just
like other schools in the
area.

School at Brookfield will
start online due to the
health directive, Gon-
salves said in an email.
Then, when it is safe to do
s0, Brookfield will phase
in an in-person learning
plan which includes ad-
hering to the 6-feet of
distance rule, wearing
masks when around
others, and students hav-
ing their temperatures
taken before they enter
the building.

Sacramento Country
Day is currently planning
for a remote start, said
Allshouse, but if Sacra-
mento County comes off
of the watchlist by August
16 they will start in per-
son. - .

For in-person school, |
Country Day will follow i
all health and safety reg-
ulations that other schools,
will follow, including
breaking students into
smaller groups, practicing ,
physical distancing, im-
plementing face cov-
erings, and conducting
enhanced cleaning of the |
campus.

“We’re doing pretty
much what everyone’s
doing,” Allhouse said.

Mara Hoplamazian:
916-321-1232, @mara._hop




