


Jesuit tops
Christian
Brothers in
OT classic

BY JIM PATRICK

ipatrick@sachec.com

clear: This was not
owl. Christian Broth-
uit didn’t play foot-
v at Hughes Stadium
in of 13 000 fans.

J on't tell the players and
1es that it wasn’t the Holy
-. Jesuir players howled in
stigame huddle, cele-
34-28 overtime win
T an Brothers.

We did it guys, we won H“'j-'
ow 1«:9 5, » one \iaraude; said.

Chnsuan Bro.hen f
worked. The stadium »

high emotions from both
In overtime, Jesuit quart
Preston Vukovich plows 0
the end zone on a quarterbacs
keeper for a yard out 1o wir
Christian Brothers fans, coaches
and players howled for a falss-
start penalty that never came.
The Falcons’ own overtime
possession ended with the
crowd pleading for a penalty ca.
after a Jesuit defender held on
to a Christian Brothers receiv-
er’s jersey, but to no avail.

Christian Brothers coach Joh=n
Wiley beamed behind his mask
Friday night when talking abou:
his team’s effort.

“I told our Kids, this is the
best Holy Bowl that nobody eve
really saw,” Wiley said. “For
to be down 21-7, come back. =
it and go to ovemme, think if
this was at Hughes

Words won’t do the gams=
justice, but we’ll try anyway

Jesuit controlled the firs -_ i
behind a sturdy offensive linz.
power running and precisic:
passing. Vukovich hit tight enc
Kai Wallin for the first score. 2
35-yard reception that endzc

W in "'

—

with Wallin dragging 2
gaggle of defenders into
the end zone midway
through the first quarter.
Vukovich dove into the
end zone from four yards
out on the next drive to
make it 14-0 Jesuit with
8:54 left in the second
quarter.

Then Christian Brothers
lit up. A long pass to Jet
Wiley, the coach’s sopho-
more son, setup a 14-yard

Crowther as the Falcons
cut the lead to 14-7 with
7:30 left in the second
quarter.

Jesuit answered with a
beautiful 48-yard chuck
from Vuckovich to Keleki
Latu for a 21-7 halftime
lead. Vukovich went 7-
for-12 for 179 yards, two
passing touchdowns and a
rushing touchdown.

Marauders senior defen-
sive back Jake Hall had
two interceptions off
tipped passes in the first
half but went down with a
shoulder injury in the
third quarter. The loss hit
the Marauders sideline
hard, with players getting
emotional as Hall left the
field and, eventually, the
campus.

“He’s our best player,”
coach Marlon Blanton said.

The loss was felt as
Christian Brothers roared
back. Falcons quarterback
Jake Elorduy hit Bryan
Garrett for a 34-yard
touchdown and Crowther
nabbed a 10-yard touch-
down run to make it 21-21
with 32 seconds left in the
third quarter. Jet Wiley
had seven receptions for
143 yards in helping lead
the comeback.

In the fourth quarter,
Jesuit running back Ace
Saca dragged a CB de-
fender into the end zone
“or a touchdown but

Crowther again answered,
this time with a 15-yard

is Dody om the Eme. e
got shoulder miries. E-'_a'
shoulders keep popping
out and he just pl
through it. Whe
out, I wanted to win it :
him and his dad. .. I was
fearless after that.

Hall made a FaceTimes
call from home after the
game to check in with his
buddies after their big win.

Coach Blanton and Saca
both credited the Jesuit

e

ing the way to the win.
Evan Mayers, Matthew
Bettencourt, Nelson Hem-
mert, Blair Horan and
John Paul Leatherby
plowed the way. Hem-
mert, a 6-foot-2, 250-
pound specimen, earned
special kudos from both
Blanton and Saca for lead-
ing the way.

“The O-line were ball-
ing,” Saca said. “I'm noth-
ing without my linemen
and they did a great job.
Jack Hemmert, No. 62.
He’s gotta be a D-I guy.
He’s fast, he’s big, he
opens up holes.”

Blanton just shook his
head after the win. Jesuit |
wore down. Playing during |
a pandemic will some- '
times look like this.

“We’re so out of shape.
We were tired. Second
half we were really tired.
Coronavirus does that to
you. Haven’t had a lot of
opportunity to play and
train, things you normally
do to prepare for a sea-
son,” Blanton said.

Good news, coach. You
still have another six
months to prepare for the
next game with Christian
Brothers. Hopefully it’s a
real Holy Bowl, when many
of Friday’s standout players
will be back on the field, at
Hughes Stadium, with
thousands of people there
to see it for themselves.

FRIDAY NIGHT SCORES




