'I'rojans winning
under co-coaches

By TREVOR HOorRN
Bee Correspondent

The former coach used to
joke that all the Oak Ridge
High School volleyball pro-
gram needed was a new per-
son at the helm to get it going.

Or two people.

Becky Potter stepped away
following last season after
leading the team to champion-
ship success. Now under the
tutelage of co-coaches Bre
Horton and Christy Bergin,
The Bee’s No. 4-ranked Tro-
jans are 7-4 against a daunt-
ing schedule.

Last week, Oak Ridge
opened with a 3-0 sweep of
then-No. 3 Rocklin before be-
ing swept 3-0 by current
No. 3 Christian Brothers. At
the Christine Craft Memorial
on Sept. 7, Oak Ridge lost to
Rocklin and beat CBS.

Ayoung team led by under-
classmen has been battle
tested, the coaches said. Jun-
iors Kimmy Tuttle and
Marissa Quilici and sopho-
more Olivia Reid give Oak
Ridge a formidable net pres-
ence in front of setters Kelly
Krigger and Elizabeth Cam-
eron. J ’

Potter remains a mathemat-
ics instructor on the El Do-
rado Hills campus and is close
friends with Horton and Ber-
gin. The transition has been
seamless with all parties in-
volved excited.

“All they needed was a bet-
ter coach,” Potter joked.

Grizzlies uprising - Top-
ranked Granite Bay played in
its first weekend tournament
of the season, the Harbor Invi-
tational in Santa Cruz. The
Grizzlies were without senior

captain Taylor Nelson for the®

first two matches Saturday
morning, as the Cal Poly ver-
bal commit was taking college
entrance exams.

But the honor student and
team leader showed up in time
for Granite Bay (11-0) to defeat
Notre Dame of Salinas, and the
Grizzlies cruised to the champi-

onship with a 2-0 win over San

Benito of Hollister.

Taylor and fellow senior cap-
tains Maddy Deters and Nico-
lette Pinkney were named to

all-tournamient team.
~ Big-time Holy Court - Af-
ter Saturday’s Holy Bowl
matchup between Jesuit and

THE BEE'S TOP 20
PR - previous ranking
School W-L P

1. Granite Bay - 11-0

2. St. Francis 14-3

3. Christian Bros. 10-2

4. Oak Ridge 7-4

5. Rocklin 11-3

6. Nevada Union 11-4

7. El Camino 10-4

8. Roseville 17-6

9. Oakmont 4= 1
10. Rio Americano ~ 3-3
11. Davis 93 1
12. VistadelLago 97 11
13. Pleasant Grove 10-5 16
14. Placer 45 12
15. Ponderosa =~ 7-5 13
16. Bella Vista 781720
17. El Dorado 6-3 18
18. Yuba City 95 17

19. Woodcreek 7-4
20. Bear River 611 19
— Trevor Horn

Christian Brothers at Hughes
Stadium, the volleyball rivalry
version is expected to attract a
big crowd when No. 2 St. Fran-
cis visits CBS on Thursday.
The Troubadours (14-3)
swept No. 6 Nevada Union
and No. 7 El Camino last week.
St. Francis’ only losses are to
Granite Bay, No. 8 Roseville
and nationally ranked Arch-

b% f San Jose.

), under coach Di-
ane Heine, has won five con-
secutive matches, and its only
losses were to Oak Ridge and
Rocklin.

The Falcons’ last five victo-
ries have been against top-20
teams. After sweeps over
No. 20 Bear River and El Cam-
ino, CBS last week beat
No. 10 Rio Americano 3-1 be-
fore sweeping Rocklin and

fending Sac-Joaquin Section
Division IV champion Bear
River has been playing with-
out injured senior libero Han-
nah Christianson.

The Bruins (6-11) have

seven losses to top-20 teams

with their top back-row
player sidelined.

Coach Matt MacDonald ex-
pects Christianson back this
week. With front-row players

Kirsten Pereira, a senior, and '

Kaely Rath, a sophomore,
Bear River expects to be at full
strength when Pioneer Valley
League action starts Oct. 3
against Center.
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Junior outsid

hitter Lauren Overstree
gets down to di

a ball during a lat
October matct

seasons with some heavy praises. . e
“I put this team on the top,” Heine said. “This team is more explosive and competitive.

It’s the first time Anderson has played competitive volleyball since her sophomore seas:
A knee injury kept the senior out of two club seasons and she missed the 2012 high sch
season entirely.

Third on the team in kills behind junior Nastassja Bowman and sophomore Ashlynn Frequ
Heine said having Anderson back was the final piece to the puzzle that was missing lastfeas

“Every player respects her]” Heine said. “She’s a great leader. She completes the team.

Added Anderson of her return to the court: “It means a lot to me because I came back fr
the injury after not playing for quite a while”

All four seniors for the Falcons, Anderson, Jaymee-Lee Bulda, Regan Bradley and Chel
Valine has played on varsity since their sophomore season. The only CVC losses for tho§e f
came to Oakmont in 2012 after going 10-0 in 2011 they are currently undefeated this y
Bulda says it’s enjoyable to be one of the veterans now. : 2

“I'm really excited this year because we have a lot of babies on our team, Bulda said.
we are working really hard and they are playing well. 'm proud of them. I’ve’z never played v
younger kids before. I've always been the baby. So it's really exciting for me”

Bulda has taken on the role of setter this season, leading the team in assists. She also sh:

R Upload photos and team stats! www.SportStarsOnline.c






