The Lincoln Law School Story

Tln.\ year muarks the

40" anmiversary of Lincola Law
School of Sacramento. The story
began in 1968 when Victor
Bertolani and Andy Smolich, rwo
young Sacramento law partderss,
watched as McGeorge School of
Law was applying to be approved
by the American Bar Association.
Victor was a professor of Tores in
McGeorge’s evening program.
Audy had gradusted from that
program yeass carlier. The two
young men realized that this
A.B.A. move would create
problem for scudents who wanted
to attend a high quality, yer
moderately priced, eveaing law
school. Unuil that time, McGeorge
was the Sacramento evening law
school program for those who
found it necessary to continue
their existing carcer while
atteading law schaol, Towever,
ABA approval would mean higher
ttion and an emphasis on a full-
time chree-year day program.,

On January 27, 196y,
Victor and Andy decided to solve
the problem. They fouaded
School  of
Sacramento. Their hope was to
create what that ather program
had been; a school of OppOr tunity
for working adulis who did not
have the finances or the luxury of
tme to atend a full-time day law
school program.

In order to assist their
cltores, the two men sought help
from Lincoln Law School of San
Francisco, an established evening
law program institution. That
school later opened a branch in
San Jose, which exists to chis day.
The original Lincola Law Schoo)
of San Francisco later ceased
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operation and only its San Jose
campus remains. Nonetheless, our
school was in “charter affiliation™
with the San Francisco school
when the Sacramento program
hegan m 1969. The first class of
students consisted of cighteen
hopeful future lawyers. The group
grew to twenty students and
became che first graduation class

Throughout its

Sorty years,
Lincoln bas stayed

true to its
mission: “to offer
an excellent and

affordable legal

education taught.
by a stellar

Jaculty”.

in june, 1973,

In 1978, Lincaln of
Sacramento became accredited by
the State Bar of California. Such
accreditation amounced to the
recognition of the quality of the
school's legal education. In fact,
Lincoln of Sacramenio attained
accrediced status betore the school
who helped it a1 the start, Lincoln
of San Francisco. Despite the
similar names, today there is no
connection between Lincola of
Sacramento and Lincoln Law
School of San Jose.

Victor Bertolan: and
Andrew Smolich were not only law
pariners and co-founders of our
school, They bad been childhood
friends growing up in Sacramento.

In 1985, the law paciners ended
their business association. At tha
time, Andy and Masilyn Smolich
became the sole proprietors of the
school. Marilyn became (he
business anager and through hes
elforts the school hay always been
on sound hnancial footing. Andy
became Executive Dean of the
school and cucrently serves as irs
President. Victor served as the
school’s first Dean aad made
accreditation by che State Bag
possible.

Throughout its forty
years, Lincoln has stayed true o
its mussion: “to offer an excellent
and affordable legal education
taught by a scellar faculty”. s
professors are practicing lawyers
and judges who excel in their field,
The school has produced over
1200 attorneys who help make a
aame for our program. They
tnclude eight judges in four
ditferent counties, four elected
district attoracys, three forme:
distnice attorneys, chief counsel for
various state and county agencies
including the Execntive Officer of
the Franchise Tax Boacd.

At the time when che
price of higher education,
mcluding law school, has become
prohibitive, Lincoln Law School of
Sacramento remains as an
mstitution where futuze attormeys
can realize their dicam without
incurring outrageans debt. The
dream 35 available because of the
etforts vf two men whose foresight
and dedication to principle gave
this gilt to ochers. They are
responsible for forty years ol
excellence.

Anthony Dicce.

Dean of Lincoln Law School
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CHRISTIAN BROTHERS HIGH SCHOOL
ARCHIVES INFORMATION

NAME___ VICTOR A. BERTOLANI

ADDRESS 2201 Morley Way CITY Sacramento STATE CA ZIP 95864

HOME PHONE_92/6-482-8263 WORK__916-442-8614 CELL

E-MAIL ADDRESS __ victor.bertolani{@vahoo.com

BIRTH DATE_6-18-34 YEAR GRADUATED From CBS/ARMSTRONG (952 - CBS

#of CHILDREN__ 4 GRANDCHILDREN 6  GREAT GRANDCHILDREN______

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY ATTENDED University of Santa Clara

LAW SCHOOL ATTENDED d
Member of the California State Bar (xzhfnrma Trml meerv from [ 961 to present
LAW SPECIALTY Civil - Litigation

MILITARY or WAR TIME SERVICE Honorably discharged/U.S. Army active &

reserve as a Captain.

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT _Self RETIRED Semi-retired

LIST YOUR HOBBIES_ Travel and reading

LIST ANY SPECIAL AWARDS/RECOGNITION RECEIVED University of Santa Clara

School of Law, First in Graduating Class in 1960 and recipient of Chargin Award;
Ouistanding Professor Awar. (Feor niversity of Pacific 1968 S‘am‘a Clgrgn of the

Z;g; from Qg nta Clara Sacramento Alumm 12 78; uQﬂQ gg Degree

Memhgr of Alpha Sigma Nu and National Jesuit C. ollﬂ!e Honor Society

DESCRIBE BELOW ANY MEMORABILIA YOU ARE WILLING TO GIVE TO THE
ARCHIVES AT CBS:

PLEASE USE THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM FOR ANY ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION. THANK YOU.



