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When aid time baseball peaple remsinisce about the best bagh sehool hasoball teasss ever to phuy (i
docramento, the 1062 Bisbop Armstrong team freqoently spaings to the top of the list. Six players from the
sin] made AlI-City, incloding the area’s battng leader, and two of the top pitehers. The Sacramento
Chamber of Commerce awarded #ts smnusl "Hsl of Fume™ sand 1o one Faloon, desgnating him as the
best baschall pliyer i the sres two consecutive yrmrs,

While wsserobling s dominatiog 222 recond, the Faloons beat four conference champions. They beat all
comsers, beat them soandly, and soek by ochers when necesssiry. Bat what remains from that impressive
season are the memocies of & group of ballplaywns who Knew bow to play the game the right way, withous
o0, sed rotain their tight Maship 1o this day.

In hindsght, the carly ‘Gos proved u protal time in gur countny’s bistory. In May 1962 President Xennedy
made the surprising ansoescenent that we would land o man oo the moon, while s the sme time
saneline telinision transmassion was shrinking the globe, thanks 10 ATET, Meantine, raciasl strife was
burbling in the south, as African Ameriouns staged protests for the right 10 et in the same rostourssds as
the white cittaensy.

10 062, bessedall still reigned sapreme as the National Pastime. The Now York Yankee's Roger Maris
repocted to training cassp the new single-sesson home ran record holder, after hreaking Babe Ruth's
recond of 60. Major Lengwe nseball that year ushered in its seoond wawe of expassion, s the 11

Colt 45% andd New York Mets joined the National Leagoe, while the sehedule was expamded from 154 %0 162
rames, And the San Pranciseo Glanes woukl sesch 3 pinnacle for the Wilie Mays era.

America continoed to offer bope, proastse and prosperity ks this pesiod, Litthe did we know that the Usited
States mood @ the precipice of radical changes that woold roek thix countey o its fousdation, To quote a
famous fictitious writer, “_the ane: constaen through all the years, Hay, bas been baseball.”*
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By the lite "Sas, Bisiop Armstrong, had established itself a5 a Cotholle e Insrirarional spper divisson bigh

school, located in the Oak Park ana. Across town at 217 Street and Broadway, Christiae Brothess High
verved as the dower division fooder school to Armstroog,

NOTE: Christian lrothers has 2 confisdng chroneiogy in Secramcento. From
A Chronology W86 10 1056 the Chiristinn Brothers offered Centrad Valley residents sn

of CBS eplien for oducuting young men in o prtvate, ollege-preparalon setting,
Thve schoul underwent numerous mame changes, Including Christion
Brothers College. From sgag, whes it resved th 2150 ad Beoadwy, it was
stuply knoewm as Chiristian Brethers Schosl (CES). 1 3986, the Sacramento
Catholic i oo d » undgue experiment whes It spesed Rihop
Aristeung o an spper division school for males and femalea. Bove were
Lnasgght by the Christian Brethers and girls were tanght by Uhe Sisters of
Mercy in separate wings on campes. Messtinoe, CES boouse an sll-boyx
Jower division schsal. In 1964 the Brothers sold the facility o lroadway 10
the dacone, wnd took full educationst control of the Bishop Armstreny
eampun, which became an all-hoys sehaol, In 1068, the schosl adopted the
mame Christion Brothers High, fn 19090, the schosl b 5 L]
first Catholic cocducativns institution.

In 3900, when Dick Sperbeck 100k over as Armstrong’s lead varsity taseball coach the sachous for his
fature star-snadded 62 team was attenting and playing baseball at CIS. The Gaels featured the strong pliy
of pitches/ infidder Lary Marietti, catcher Durt Booom, and infieldess Doug Oraawford, Jim Fox and
Bernie Church.

Mike Groen sho was on the team, Of slight build (6'0" sed 150 pousds), he wis ane of the few athletes
whao lived on camapass as 2 "boarder,” along with 80+ othes hoys whose parents or graniians pasd
apprecdmatedy $1,000 annnally for their sons to sttend, live and eat at Christian Brothers (CB). Green was
& man on & missioa. The Reddig, Calif. native remembens hiss parents made an incredihle sserifios for
helr som’s fature. “They moctgagnd evenything they Tad to send mve 10 O with the hope that § veas good
enough to get an (athletic) scholarship to go on 10 college.”

He reflects wistfully on his boarding experience at Chaistian Brothers, "About 90 percent of (1w boarders)
were there because their parents couldat bandle thess, 1 they'd bewn Yiving at hoase, probably, they would
turve Been juvende delinguents.” Consequently, the sehool prefeet Brother Arnokd “raded vith an iron fist.”
Groen remembesa. “He had to or those boys (would) Bterally take over.”

Clark Aldrich could have been ane of those boys. Growing up in Oakland, and maladjusted o bés
mother's soeond marriage, Aldvich recalls arriving Iate for elnss at Christian Brothers, ™1 Lad & pom padour
and Friseo jesns, and thought T wis a pretty toagh cookie,” Aldsich roeallia. Brother Richand, (it year
techer, vt informing the dass *This s the holy weee.”

Caplalizing on his grand emtry, Clark wisecrneked, *What's that? Wazer with the Aell bolled out of it?"
FOOM. “Next thing §kmow, § it the wall ™ Slowly stidiog toward the fooe, he quickly realied he wasn't in
public school amymore. “The Beothers were eeally great to me oversll, 1 gve oredit (o the Chiristian
Brothess for really hedpang me i jet growing up and being a better pessan.*

Mike Green ndjusted 10 belng away from home by becoming pals with another member of the Gacls
hasehall team, Larry Marbotth. Marietti was an only ehild who Hved yest a few blocks iy from the
Brothess” camgee. Grven froquently spest his weekends at the Marictt] household, osessionally sheeping on
Uk conch, amd enjoying Pauline Manctti's incrodihle Rattan cooking,

“There wis alwigs pecitn, whong with roast chicken or ronst pork,” Larry recalls, “and Mike woul] jost scurf
It ug, sinoe all he hud was Doarder’ food.” Mike drools 8 the memocy of Mana Miriettl's hosse-cooked
eavioli. Lasey's folks weloomed Mike Green ot an exdended wembere of their family, snd a3 a resslt the two
men formed a band of Jowe and fricedship that exists between them today.

Green confides that anee he left Redding be never readly returivd 1o his furmer bometows ngain, exeep
for cocastomal stays. To keep tabe on her son, My, Green sulseribed to boths the Socramento

Undor and Saeramiente Bee, aad a1l four yrars she cut out every newspager clipplog that mestionsd the
feam’s perfoomanns m bavketboll and baseball.

The Gaeld néne teama of 1050 and 1966 were led Ron Limeberger, o “lrothers boy™ from 1949 who was
coaching his first baschall tessns. Limebenger, who starred in basketball in high sohool, hadn't played
baschall. fnstead, he enjoyved working for the hometown Socramsento Solons, fiest s a vissing clubbouse
atendaait, and Liter as bat boy for the Sotoas. Not anly did Ran come by his baseball knowledge at
Lidmsoeds Fleld, but he also leaened about lide (e, binds and bees) from the Solons” playrss, he ooos 10k
his writer,

An obd Arney truck, with modular wooden nide panels, would transport e Brethers boys from the schocl $o their
R ball Gaddd st Willlizen Laand Park (Land Park Drive ot 12 Avenue) The Laesd Park dismcads in Bhase days wers
by centor of the Sacramento bosebell workd, remettbers Roainbe Kisyg, self o Sevthers loy who n
Baseball in the mid oo and signed with Choveland. Dismond Owe (5oday known as "Doe” Oliver Flebd) wos boae
S st cnly foe the Rishop Armstrong vansity but akeo Secranmeo City Cullexe.

The Brothers” ball team played the sime schefide 3x the Armetrong varsity, traveling in that Army troek up
and dows the Central Villey, Wore they as dominamt as they would becoase 2t Asnstrans? "W won far
Boome gaimnes thn we boet,” Mursettl admits,

In the fall of 1960, the hays transitioned 1o the upper division Armstrong sehool and lsmediately notiond »
different atmosphere. Wheneas CIb wan located “dovntown,” the Arsustrong catpes bad beeo bedlt in the
reshdestisd Ouk Park neghbochood, While Brothers enjoyed 2 [ong established tradstion dating bock 10 the
188, Armetrong was entering yast it foweth year, The most poticeable difference, of course, was the
presence of giels on essapus, "Reothers bad 2l puys. Consequently, these was more eamuradesic (st CR),*
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remembers Bernke Church,

The Christian Brothers order was prevented fram teaching feisales, Conseguently, the Armstrong campus
had been desizned as a "o institutional” campus, with girls attending dasses i one wing (they wore
toaghe by the Staters of Merey) xod the buys i the other. Masietti romembers that clisses: hegan an
different times, and during moming peoyer guys would stare out the windows watching the girls walking
by on their side of the campus. “It was veally weird,” The only time they intermingled on cazspus was in the
schoal cafeteria during Janch or after school,

Ry sgeimgg, 1061, Dick Sperbock was entering his second yenr as varsity beseball coach, A three-sport star at
Marywville Iigh and Yuba Junsoe College, e lad rporived] x fall-cide scholarship to St Mary's College,
wheze be played hasketball and besseball (mostly center field, some first base and a lintle pitehing). Afler
raduating froe S, Mary's im 1955, Dick was deafted in the Army, wiere he made the football, basketball
nd Dineseliad] sesms in the “special services” divison; a rare fesn. Sperbeck’s body wi made for spoct. At
63" with a lean frame, chose cropped wheat-ooloend kair and piercing blue eves, he embodied the dassie
All-Amesican athlcae

Moo, Pasalion: sad Charch rebex is the black plokep wand

o3 AT A £ qQuip ] playens 1o
Land Park.
— —

Soce Armstrong was independent and not prrt of 2 conference, Specbeck was free to sohedule any team he
wanted. In reality, the challenge was 10 find lesss with openszgs during the ssason. "We just played
whoever we could schoduale, sinee the other Sesguis were playing at the sume time.* Typieally he seheduled
wchools from the Capital Athletle Leagne snd Metro Lesgue, when they hasd a bye in their schedule. In
ndhilition, Armstroog played tesms fram Lodi, Vallejo, Anderson and Maryille, “We wosdd play ambody,”
Sperteck said.

Clark Aldrieh, the All-City football player (both junior and semsor years) decsded 10 assén Sperbock U
SCASON 5 the teses’s mamager. Clark had never plaved youth baseball, 58 when Sperbeck encosmged him
1o grab » bint during practice, he compied. [ proved to be n mugh sdetment,

Locked in 2 tight hafigime against an abways tough Lodi chab, Sperbeck sent Aldsich i to pinch run, Clark
dids't know the first thing aboat how 10 res] the pitehes or steal 2 base, 50 when the coach gave the steal
sign he fust 100k off for second. Soeing the shortstop stunding over the hag waiting with the tall, Aklrkl's
foothall Instinets took over. He cune in spakes bigh, deating the nfielder in the ehesa, while distodging the
badl. *T knocked the bell oot of him,” Aldnch recalls. “To me,

thest wass parrt of the game. | dida't understand 1hat
foothall and baseball weren't related.” He
evestusily wound up at thicd and sooced. Bishop
Arsistrong won the contest 2-1 over the future
Central Culifornis Confierence (COC) champion.

Lo another cantest that soson, Mike Greeo was
pltehing agaiose Tag MeGraw of Vallejo's Saint
Vinceat's 3 tattle between southpaws and
parockil teams. When Aldrich was on deck, hix
zood friced Doug Crawfoed sdhvived bim,
MG’y ) throming, 1oty of curve balls. You've
2ot to dang in there om the curve, 50 when the
tall's coming at yew, dig in.” On the secand pitch
McGraw threw & bigh, tight fastball and Clark
hung i theee, The ball smacked bam b the car
and knocked bisa out. Jim Fox, who was watchiog,
from first base, saw Aldeieh lying there lifeless and
thought he was desl, Afer he was revived, it took

15 stitohess 10 repar the ear,

Later, Clark ehided Crawfond for the advice. "Thanks. You told me to dig in i T theeght a ¢urve was
coming.” Crawfurd fead the kst word: “That wasn't o carve ball, Clark.”

Aldnich’s lock of basehall experionce proved the exception, 2s Bishop Armstrong otheewise Geldad a team
of talonted individusis. When the season coadkaded, the Falooos had finfsbed 164 wod placed four plavers
on both the Sucramento Umon and Sacramento Fes-KFBEX AR-City teams. Senioc shortstop Don
Semon led the way, fetlowed by theoe junives; Gstcber Burt Bonomi, seeond beseman, pseher Tasy
Mariertl and st baseian/ pitcher Mike Green, who finished (-t bet alsn rankind pecond in the are with
# 446 banting wvernge. Usbeknown to his teamaates, the Sacoumento Climmber of Comaseree that
smmer iveanded Green its “1Hall of Fasee® award for beaseball, an booor that went to the top plavers in alt
majoc sparts, a5 well as cnschex,
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That sumaser, severad wajor besguy tesms competed foc Dun Semon’s autograph om o professtonal
canteact. He cventually signed with Boston for what was then an ares reoond bonus of $55,000.
Remembers Bonoeni about his teammate Seman, "He anuld really bie tha ball.” "And he really bad 2 great
amm,” chimoed in Mariettl during a jolot inserview.

While: Sessen’s signing caught their attention, the boys fixed their sites oo Junior Assericam Leyion
competition for the Southside pos. Sourhside that year was mansgnd by Joe Sypnicki with Bert
Bonoml s his asslsas,

Bonoos, (ather of Armstrong, catoher Burt (different flest sanmes, becsuse pop Bonomi didn't want anmyoae
calling his son “junior®) hod seversd yesrs of peuliessionad experience, playing comer infield positions for
the Fresno Cardinads i the Chass C Californiz League. In 1949, be toak o job &5 player/conch for the
Willows Candlinals of the Class D Far West Leagee, traveling to Modfosd aed Klsmmth Fulls, Ore., Redding,
Santa Rosa, Patsbory and Vallejo, As with saasy bow minor besgue pliyen of that een, the grueling travel
zrind and time awny trom Gamily forced him to give # up.

Reing s former pro, however, had its besefits, as Bosoaud passad 00 pearts of baseball wisdom to his son.
Farly on, be tought [t to bat left handod. And ha showed him the skill of hat comtrol theough endless
o of playing pepper i the bekyned slter work (Ben ram o juke box basiness). “Ob, man, we played
fots of peppes,” reflocts Burt Bonomi today, who realizes thot his futher's hatting drills helped make bim
o ane of the area's Smest bitters.

Thao cider Booomi livecslly foreed Burt to Jearn the catcher’s poaition. On the way 10 Bust's flest American
Legion practice, the father looked in the back seat and asked, "Whene's your catebec’s ghove?”

Burt told hinn he lefd it 22 hoone,
“Why?" the father dessasded 10 know,
The youngster explained he planned to try out for short stop.

“No, no, you're goln' 10 be eschivg,” Burt Bosoms informed the son, while tursdng the ear aroend 10 nofusm
Bowe for the cateher's mitt. *Ronnke Kisg (the Southside Leghon cooch that year) was ooe of the hest
catehens i the axva, and you're going to leam from him." King teles enedit foe tesing

"Bab-o” (Bonomi's nickname) into being a eatehr, "He haxd good feet,” King recalls.

Banomi may Taeve hisd a familial advantage, but his passion for Baseball was sbared by the core playens
froms that Armetrong team,

Manietts had to overcome huige dissdhantages to baving 2 great baseball earcer. First off, b Guther,
Lawrenee, itussigrated from Loca, Maly and had no experienee witl: the Asmerican pastime. In addition, as
a stocky kid who wore glasses on the ball fiokd, Marietti bad to Jearn littde tips and secrets fust to stay even
with his teamanates. [n time, be lesrsed 10 pitch, developed a pood cusve, and oould ohwiys put the ludl in
ploy when 1 wies Tuen a2 dat.

As 2 young teen in the mid 508, Mariatti loved to vanch the hometown Soloas play. His s would give
s o beack fifty, and Larry would pastay that fnto an evesdng of gorious entertainment, Living only o few
blocks from the ballpark, Mardetti walked to Edmands Field by besding towan) the Tower Theatre, and

cutlig Joft on Bumett Way, which Sed inte the Solon’s puerking Jol, Arriving during batting practice, Laery
would join 2 growp of bays wie jitmped om bome ran balls hit over the wall in hatting pracgice. By teeming
the hall in a1 the ticket window, the kids earned a general admission ticket and wintched the gsme for free,

Larry would usually sit in the stands aloog the finst base line, the shade side. Around the fifth Innéng, he
would leave the ballpaek, et hix hand stamped, run across the street to Harvey's Himburgr stasd, wheee
e would oetder two cheeseburgers, fries and a Coke for 93 conts, Staffied and sstisfed, he returned to the
badipark, rejoined his friends in the saands, and smosd the seventh innisg wonld buy himself s Carnatice
madt foe forty centa, Ho would retum home in the evening and deposit the remaining seventeen cents bn
his pligy b, Aeed s it sqgvin the mext night.

Bernie Church 255 loved bascball, but hi: played wlustever sport wiss in veason. Growing up in Osi Park,
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he attended s csiate Conoeption parochial school. e played yoth hasehall 81 the Ouk Purk-Elmhurst
Little Taaggue o s first year of opecation, 1950, The Linhe Leagwe didn't own ilx own facility, so they would
ecect portable backstons in the parking lot of the Ste Fair Groemids (the “okI” fairgrounds Jocared 22
Broadey @ Steciton Rive, ) When the seuson wis over, they'd take them dows and stoes the hackitops
untd pext year.

Church came from a Cathollc Sesily with 14 children, Unlike his Armstrong teammates, he wocked o1 &
very young age, fing delivering mewspapers foe the Secramento Shopping Newes, sod almost alwios had o
Joibs froms ot tine o Although be didn't star on the teasa, Chiurch blossomed isto an eseelent high school
comeh it MeClrtely: High School, where he directod the varsity baseloll tesss froem 19773 through 1588 (and
tought at the scheol for 36 years).

Feb 1'% - Besch Boyw inroduce “worl monk”
iy Bew Nt “Serfn”

Feb 178 « “Dubo of Ead” by Gene Chandler
et B Nt
Fob 708 - Jobwr Glerws in 19t Amvercen o
it Ewth (Frnmanbvg )

Hutering that 2902 season, 8o ane could have peadicted the enormous success that awaited the boys from
Armstrong. Sinee they didn play in a conference, they werent touted 30 claizs o erovn. But they did Tave
thres returting Al-(‘u(y phayers forming the mocleus of a terrific cab. And thay hid 2 caach who ensured
hiss tearm wonld be diselplised, prepancd and i sape.

Drick Sperheck cosehod the luedanball team 2 Bisbop Armstroog again that year. And be insisted thar his
Basedall playens: work cut with the team whdle the baskethallers were trainisg, "We koew wene never goiog.
0 make the team,” lyvoghs Larry Masierri. "1t wis 10 get our fisl ssses into shape.” When practices tarned 10
strategy, the coach disonbood the laseldd plivens. ot the tenining didn't stop there,

When the baseball season started, Sperbeek also found wiys o expand their cardio-vascalar workoets.
Draring infield peoetios, if the tesm uude mistakess, the coach told them to “Dirop the gloves and nun
around the park,”™ Marietti says, sill shaking his bead. "1 dont remember Jandeg 1he practice Geld unless
we hind i solid pemetioe, [t was streiving for perfoction in practios so it ooudd be aeplicated i the game,”

Mike Green, who madic All-City is bashetball his sensor season (the team went 22 8), caneurs aboul
Sperbesi’s contribulion fo the baseball squad. "Discipline. You did # his veay; if you dide't, h woedd sit
yorur wss down. Or you woakd nen il v just droppod, His shility to pet the besst oot of you-and to wine
was abways there,” siys Groen, who had filled out to 200 ponnds hix sesior vesr. Interestingly, Speehock
hamself was in ternfic shape during the ‘6ox, aving played bosketball for the Perich Contraetors seml pro
tenm in Sacrsmeno,

Noae of the star playons from that 62 club, however, remembers
loarming the flne poines of katting, fiekling oe pitching froms their coach.
By thail point in thesr careers, they had picked up the necessary skills 1o
excel from youth leagnes.

“Eahink when Dick 0ok over basetall it peobably wass't o passion 1o
do " offens Manetts, “Sometizees you fot you probably knew more
abonﬂupnmlxnmnon:lmxhdul B sy sommewbasl
sheepishly, almost expecting 1o hear the coach’s whistle,

snother ap around Fand Park. *Bat onee he realized the talent and
potential he had, then be got i 16 it Mo dovoloped & dessire 10 do well
and coach well.

Sperbeck found other ways to peepare his players and ke iem mone]
competitive, Burt Banosai remombers his conch endlessly poing over
defendve pluys, ptwurlng for iy game situation. For instance,
Sperbeck twght 3 unique defense for the double steal that depended
shncest entirely on his cateher’s agitity and smarte. Normally, with
runners oa first and third, when the ranner 9 fing feints ke be is
stealng, sooond, but instead stoge is the base path o draw the theow,
the ranner st thind speints home to score before the throw arrives, It's
2 play Armstrong base runners nsad to perfertion during the 62
season. And Sperheck had desown up the perfect defense for it

[nstead of essphoying the cooventionsd tactic of hundng the cateher
theow the ball to second, o 10 & cutofl (such 33 the secoad baseman
cutting in betwerza seenmd hse and pitcher’s mound), Sperbeck taugte
Bosomi to run directly at the back runser who was balting a theow
while watehing the russer at third {with the pitcher covoning home),
unta the catoher finally tagged the back rusoer, “Thn's the way to stop
1he doedie Aenl,” Sperbeck Lsughs. "No one ever used that agadnst us.
We never had to woe that defense that year.” But it did come up Ister in
the Amenean Legion sessan,

Chwerch reminds that ocoching has cvolved a grest desl in 50 yesrs. MR Nlbe Creon ot b
“Conditioning, Slling out the lneup, doisy your dissipline. . thit was pretty much coaching in thoae days,”
he says. "Now you han: foer iy on a staff, somebody’s in charge of inflelders, vou have batting cages
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Coaching & a Jot different mow than it was thesn. If you liad the best players (thes) vou wan.”
And Armstromg had the players.

In ackdition Lo the three returming All-City playess (catelier Bonomi, infickder;/ pichers Groes und Mirietti),
the tesn bad some talented janiors join the squad. Left- banded bitting Gene Corvantes jutrolled center
feld. Carl Boyer had a rocket for an arm, s piteiand in oy spoty. Joe Gill, a reserve ontficldes, shared
time in the theld withs folkns junior Rich Eloeduy. *I was just happy to be an the team becatise there were
some good playecs (at BA)" remembers Gill. *L dadant roalize (a1 the thmo) bow mimiy grest sthleges theee
were. T just veanted to po out and play.”

The roster was filled out by sensioos John McCarthy at third base, Clark Aldrich in left Geld, a6 nzserve
players Glen Borges, Don Bradley, Mike Houser, Ken Pierson sod Doo Pintar,

e ; - SN
Posrbnd b Ak Covns e DA A Vo o Py, God Boywr, Bmwie Chant wie Semer Owe Suwien WP 3
e e L I e )
Sk sy Wi B

A pair of seniocs would also blassam in the 62 sesson. Doug Crawford s moved from third base to
shortssop to tlll the vacancy Jeft by the graduated Semon. "(Doug) hod o great arm ar sheerstop,” Gill
recalle, "He was 637, which vass a Bitthe unusunl at that time to (have a fhortatop) that 1all, He tad power
wd o b, 100.” 50 could sensoe Jbm Fax, who was known for 1aking » swing so violest that the bat
slammed into his bock on the follow through, while the ball ofen found 3 hole in the cutfickd.

Nar Ind W Chambaniein scaies & reemd 100 peinis i =
NRA gorve, heesborg Ns reaoed of 75 wel sl b
WL el The second yiancdy oty

The Armstrong lieeup epened the azsun in this order: Green batted first and being a speed demoe, could
beg ownt infickl hits, He vass once timed from home to first base in the 5.3 - 3.4 savond range, (compared 10
Mickey Mantle, who is often eredited with posting oo of the fistest limes a 3.1 seconds), Cervantes
followed b, and could Jace a singe or drop » bost whes needed, Marietti plaved second when he didnt
pitch and hatted third, sa RE[ peoducer, “Bab-0" Bonomi batted clean up and was notorous for going the
ofhex wiry with “gappers” to Jeft center. Jim Fox usually hatted fitth asd liekd down first hass when Green
pitched, or played outfield. Crawford hit after hiss. The bottom of the tatting order was flusd with spot
sturters like Charel getting acthon at second hase or Abdsich in left fidd

The Arinstroey, nine was designed around pltehing and defense. Tt was 30 extension of Sperbeck’s

*that scoeisg runs wis dffiost, "We had good hitters, but even you're Best hitier hes 2 one in
theee chance of getting o hit. Runs are hard to score. ! played for cee ren, Bere or thare, 1'd jusst a5 soon we
bunt s move o remoer over, and not be thinking aboeat (the big inning)*

“We had a great defense up the midde,” semembers Bonomd, also micknamed “the Old Pro” foe his sy
instinets heliod the plite, "Our pitchers threw strikes and never walked smybody, Comsequently, teams
&n’ Tave big inmings agains vs”

Aldrich remesabers oo defensive pliy thist showcased Crawford s arm. Aldricl was playing leht Geld s
Land Park, and = Gy bali was struck well over his hend. He chased 8 doawn near the bushes, wheeled and
found Craneford wadting for the cutodT ihrow. "When Doug received the badl, the runser was rounding
thind,” Aldrich remambers, “Crneford theew the ball 50 moee thas 10 feet off the ground, ane hopped it to
Pabyor aeed got the ranner 3 home. He just gunned him.”

Another thing this Armstrong tesss possasssed wis the indinidual athlete's desire to coeel. Ron King
remesabers drivieg by Land Purk Diamond Number One and seeing Masterri, Fex aod others frageently
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working cet.

In Marieeti's case, & was part love of the ganse and part fisar, The fexr stemmed from childhood at
parochisl school, when he was alwigs the bt Xid chosen 10 play ball, During as eye exsen they found he
needod glaases. “Al of i swdden, 1 bocaoe 5 peetty good player. Then 1 became capead. T eoukd hit the tall
well, cateh. That started the whole ballgame there.” But the motivstion 10 evenseme e sersotypical
image of the squart body build 2nd the nerdy ook devve him merclessly.

"You lookad around, and yon pever saw anybody with
my type of bosld and wearing glasses (on o high
achool tosetall diamond). And my glicses wiere 1hick
with those block boened -rines, Man, Tlooked the role
[mendy nype)”

his junior
sesovon. He
Jearned from
several

instructors, including Limeberger (who in his first year ecached Jin and in his bt year at CB coached
Jim's son Andy Fox, who feeged o sane year MLE carcer), Logion cosehes Ronnie Kisg and Bert Dooomi,
and Billy Rico, whose main misston m the Department Park & Recreation was masécaring Land Park
Diazmond One.

Sperbeck redleces that many times sfter prictice the guys asked biss 1o stick asound so they eould 1ake
extra hitting, “These guys Joved the game, They'd stay oot lomg after peoction. Jims P wintod to bt all
duy.” After the shadows had Jengthened into darkness, Sperbock wonlkd Bave 1 exjode hix plavers 1o wrag it
upr Boexizse he knww dinner was on the table, long past geating eakl,

In the first game of the season, Armstrey changed out of the duste, winging 1241 agalest Sacramento
Righ. The Broathers Buyx bats came alive as they lit up Stan Vivaldi, Sac High's pitcher, Vivaddi attended
CF o s Freshmam year and played an the baseball 2eim, 30 e koew the BA players well. Larry Mariets
atarted on the mound for the Falonns, “Fe v o soaet pétcher and 3 grest hitter, 100,” Vivalds offers sy,
‘The Falenus next beat Bl Cumine 6-0, then sgueesed past Incina 43 at Land Purk. Later ks ssemmer,
seversd Endios players would supplement an already tadent laden Soutdside Ligioe tesmn, forming a state
porwer,

Thes the Faleons west on o tear, winnisg the next six games ol by shinouts. During that rus they heat
Marysvile twice (behind Green's piching, incuding a 2-hit, 13 steikeost perfoamance the second game),
Viilejo, Anderson (where Boyer shimed on the sotsd), Graet amd Stagz of Stockton. Iy mid-March,
Bishop Arssstrong bad jumped oet 10 3 9-0 necord.

Apil T - “Jobewry Argel” by Sheley Fabares i sebsased

Apell 308 -~ dut baceball game 3t LA'c Dodpar Stsdesm
Dacgers base €3 o Reos

Al 10BNt g league pame b Masalin
CoR 432 dest Cubs, 102

By then, the Flyieg Fidoons were routinely attracting Mrge eroneds a2 their home diamond. At Land Park
folles weere sight on top of the action, standing behind the backstep and sitting in the stands, while overfiow
cruwil poured akng the sidelines for 4 glisjre of greatnes: during Armstrong’s home gases.

Next the Armnstrony team traveled south to face 196 COC Chamgio, Lodi High, which they had defeated
the previons year on & ooe-Bitter by Mike Groen. But in this fint mevting between the teams in "6a, the
Faleons folll for the first tie in 10 gamves, bosing 6-9. Marietti 100k the boss on the hill.

The teum rebounded in the next game by beating Hirses Joluson High 4-1. Johnsos senior Tem Harvis
remembers, "We had thes & that gome. But they were obviously the best team sncund, They slwigw cime

hack (10 win in the lust ineiog,” ssod Harris, who bad played with Bovowl in youth desgues @ the
Fruit ridkye destrict,
One of the 18 Ar 'S was I j
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team chesatstry. “Everybody sheas got along,”
ressembers Bonomi, "We al liked each other.”

Adds Marietts, "Not ooly as hall plivens, but we
were all good friends. 1t was the exnmarsderse,”

" And there were 1o ez0s on that team,” Boncesi
eaaphastees.

Alter gnmes, Marietts remembers the guys
rathering over at the Leaning Towes of Pixc on
Stockton Blwd. Banomi swy they sl patronized Kl Chieo 32 Restauras

Fl Chioo #2, u pizex joint on Freeport Bosdevard{whileh wis 0 owned and saniged by Kon Limeberger's
beotheer, Bill), On Friday nights, Chasch rocalls the guys stending the “fant dunces™ bekd at Govestior's 11all
on the State Fair Grounds, But that s w8 seuch frivelity 35 they permitted in the scazon. To a man, their
first Jorve was playing winning basuball,

For their pest game, Sperbeck 100k his cudy down the Peninsuls to play the Stanfeed freshman seam, The
Faleon playess were awestruck s they desoended oo the hallowed grounds of Sunken Diamood. Back then,
the fledd was confgured differently; the berm behind the outtSeld fenee was in [xir terrilory, ssaking 2
mzmmoth shot fur 3 hoane run.

Jim Lanborg, the fatuee Cy Yousg, Aveard Winner for the 1007 Boston Red Sox pitehod for Stanfond

1Bt gy, but the Central Valley boys had never heasd of 1he SoCyd
phenom. In one ot hat, Jins Fox Lmnchod 3 Jong drive off Lonborg that
sadied Into doep right center and bounced against the berm. A slow
Tooted “loper,” Fox managed only a double. Cracked Beraie Charch, “1f
T could bat Bke Jimmy, and be could nan ke see, we could hive bad an
inside-the-park home mus thes day.”

Sperbeck remembers the Stanfond game as the ane tiose all year
Marketth just Sdnt bave it on the sound, He replaced him with janior
Curd Boyer and the results were immediate. “Me mowed them down;
siruck out 10 in the Jast four imnings. (Boyer) just reared bk s
theew fast balls. Fm suee B was throwing sround 90,” Sperbeck
marvels ot the mesory. "1 we bad started bim, we might have beaten
(Standond).” Instead, they lost (-4 1o the Standond Frosh. After the
zame, the scouts who bad eome 10 wiich Losbory; approached
Sperhock, wantiog 1o know "Who is that guy (Boyer)?*

Apef 168 - Waler Crankite Sagine anchonng
CES [vaning Hews

Aprt 188 - 160 HBA Champlonahip: Bowion Celtas
beat LA Lakars, 4 games » )

The Faleons next playwed MoClatchy ot Land Park. Boyer started, ban fell fsgo tronble in the seventh and
wi relivnnd by Manetti and then Cervantes. The Faloots pitchens allowed three rums and McClatchy tied
the game. Jizm Fox and Rieh Flarduy each collected muoltiple hits, including a tripde apéoce. In 1he: cighth,
Sperbock brosght in Dosg Crineford from shortstap to plteh and be kept them from scocing. In the bottom
of that frame, Crawford came 1o dat with the bases loaded and was pluskid, beinging in the winning ren,
54

Nat anly haxl thary righted the ship, bt the Faloons Began & tew winoisg stoeak thit ended only when the
1962 seazson was over, They next sbatoul Sac High sed Oroville in eonsecutive gasses, poanded Highlamds
133, ipped by El Ganino 241, and shenont Vallejo 4-0 oo Marietti's 2-bit pitching and hitting (3 for 3
with 2 home run) Gene Cenvantes iripled in the contest and Jim Fox singled twiee.

Agw TE = TV wealerma carried the 196162 mirrnion sessen,

Ted by Wagen Tisie, Benaron snd OQurvievabs
Ape J0%h - Wilke NMaye hm 4 1R i Mdwiiiee

In esrdy My, Armstrong owned an mupressive 16-2 sk and wis Jooking forwand to hosting and exacting
revenge on its nemesis Lodi, The Cathalic Mernld regorted it was a contest “eharged with fvworks from
beginnisg 1o end, as tha Falooos mutched hits with sevens and errorbess hall with the Lodi Fames.” Mike
Lroen was pltehing, and by this point in the season, bad established himself as the preméer lefthander in
1B arvs, perhage 30 all of Northern California.
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I resniniseieg, sbout s southpany, Sperbeck recalls “1e had tremendoss focation, He wis pinpoint; be
Pt it exactly where he wanted " That sentinsent was exhoed by everyome who nemembers watching Green
péach, inchuding his catcher, Bust Bonami, who said he seldom had to move the glove. Tam Harris of
Johnson recalls that "Gooen didn't theow particeardy hard, Bet the ball was oheys down,* Added Rommie
King, who seonted for Patsbeerph in thoee days, "(Green) was 2 typleal left-Sanded pivcsr; be could sink
the . But he Bad great control.”

Tn the wvme agninet Lok, be needed precise control, plus 4 resenvic of seaming. With the home team
dows 1-0 i the seventh taning, Doag Crawtond singhod to tie (he gme. As they west 10 extrs insings,
Geeen continued shwutting down the Lodi Ninesg, often by strikosoat, When he walked off the mound after
the 12th ianing, Sperbeck 1ok him that he was done foc the day.

It wisn't an Essoe, The boase team seneod when Canafond tripled and wis driven hoae with the winining
cus, &3 the Faleons ekod out o 24 vietory. Groen hid strock cut 20 batiers s walked coly theee in going
the distance while uggeing hix revond 1o 7-0 for the year.

May S - LA Mgt B0 Bebaby nohits Daltore

270 »1 Dadger Niadem
Moy 34 - “Solder Boy” By The Shiveles Ivis B chaty
May ¥h ~ A lacer Dears be coccecehdly hawniad

ot S Meon for e ok e

Gamne 20 teatured & resatel with Grant and thes time different members of the Falooa Uneup contabotod
10 & 92 victory, Cardl Boyer pitched and won his thind game without a ks, while Gene Cerantes continoed
his hut hitting with three sisgles and § REL Fox, Groon and Bonami also contributed  pair of bins, while
Bosomi threw out three base runmens ko the enntest. *Babeo could really throv,” Gill recalls, "1ie would
pick guys off first base, sl the lisse. Boom-gey's pone. Sevond base, too. Lurt condd really play.” Gt shoulid
know, as bie ecsseined the Chiristian Brothers Liigh varsity from 1993-2000.

In the sext 10 kst game of 1ha wesson, Armstrong, hosted Highlands, which they bad beaton caslly 152 in
April. With no socee In the first inning, Specbeck sensed this saight not be an casy victory and oue run
could be e difference, Early on, he noticed that Highlands’ left handed pitcher 100k an old-fashioned
“double-pump” windup before dedlvesing the Ball 1o the plite, When Mike Green reacked third hase,
Spesbock decidod 1o try 1o steal & run. “Mike was big lesgue fast and stole a %ot of Basos that yeir (18)," the
conch nemembers, He sigmaled for Groen 1o steal bome and the sendoe timed his jump peefeetly, shiding
safely umder the catcher’s tag.

Basehall purists Bad two issuss with the steal play. First off, at the plate was the left- hangded linting
Bosomi. A steal of home is usually stempted when a righe handid batser is 2 the plite, since it belps to
obeenre the emebor’s vison of the runner barreling howe.

Seooodly, Green was the team's top pitcher. Traditionalists would asgne (2ed sppanently thiy did with
Specbeck after the gazee), that he took 4 ehunes with Green's sfety, 35 a slide 2t home can result &n a
senious Injusy 1o the runner,

Reganilizes of the objections, Green siid in safely st home, providing, Arsstrong with one run *0t was the
omily run we scored until extra innings,” Sperheck restembers. The 1 won the game n the 11th,
providiag Green with the anea’s best pitching record of 9-0.

Bishop Armstroeg closed out the seasan with Marietti oa the mound, 20d the fiery Ralian span a gem,
shutting out Notre Del Bio oo live: hits sud securing hix ninth victory against to losses. The Faleons hud
concluded thelr season with the srey’s best record: 2z

Around graduation tme, the statlsties were tllied wod Armstroeg flooded the lsts, Jim Fox, the unsung
left-handed hitter, had findshed with the ires’s top batting average 3 452, o vabidathon of hes intessse wyrk
othie, Marietti ked the ares with most RI8 (24). Green once agaim shined a1 the; plale with 3 416 batting
average (fifth in the area), while posting the alistenizg 9-0 pitehing recond, with 127 strikeouts (second
most) and the acea's lowest ERA, o palivy 0,28,

Stx members of the Armestrong nine made All-City in both the Secramento Ui sod Secromento Bee-
KFEK, They included the three returning All-stars from 1961, Marietti, Green and Bocomi, and also
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included senives Jim Fox and Deug Craneford (.3493) and junlor spendster Gene Cervantes { a68).

Only ones betore hind a Sscramento-area team produced soc AD-City players and thad eame in 2041 when
CHIY Pervy’s MoClinchy squad boasted the asea’s best. Back then, there were fewer sohools ind playees to
oorssder foe the post-prason meands. What makes Arosstrong’s six selections 50 imgressive is that it has
mever been duplicated sinee.

Aan AB C Basch Bayw svlonne “Surda’ Salten”
Poais i B Top 5 of several radonsl charts

Another wary 1o gruge the prestomess of this elub: they congueret fiowe confirenor chasapions over the span
uf their remarkable ‘62 seasca, peoviag to cvesyome that followsd high school baseball that Armstrong
clearly was the arca's seast domionot teann and pertaps the best boseball club & the state that vesr.

Glen Boeges, who watched the team all season, mostly from the BA besch, offers: s perspective: ~This
wis an exceptional team when haschall wits 2 vy impoctant sport in Saeramento.” Teammate outficdder
Clark Aldrich, whose specialty wis bowling over linemen in foothall, agrees. “Those guvs wane 30 good,
They knew so mech sbout beseball ™

Ask the coce group todey i thees 3 oue moment thet stands out from the magnifisent season and you'll g
shrugs asnd blank stares, Not from indifference, but from simsple humilicy.

1 was just thrillod 1o be 06 & good tesm,” expduing Marietts, who was 2 madn oz in the machine. "Bt It
was about dolng car busieess, When we finished up the season, 1 was focused oo Leglon hail”

"And Legion was big in those days,” ressinds Bernie Church,

Juost a5 quickly a5 the schoal ssesn had ended, the Armstroag boys were jolned by foar solid plavers from
Encing (Rudy Minnick and John Goodman amaong thess) on the Southside American Legion team,
which also played its gasses & Laod Park Dismond Number One. For Marettl, Groen, Bonami and the
other Brothers Bays the main difference was the name on the froet of the jomeva.

(L Lo right; Southaide Laghon pluyees Larry MacSett], Jaba Coondisan, Buds Minsick, Mike Goven and Ders Danoard)

Thet sescson, Amereas Legion officials wpped the age eefling to 15, enabling eallege plapwes 1o compete in
the summet Jeagiw,

Betoee the Ameriean Logion weason began Seathside bosamse easnarod is un imbeaglio over the digibilisy
ol star player, Miks: Green, the OB boarder, Groen had dockded to pluy Faglon hall for the fisst time that
sussner, and was invited to live ot the bosse of his former conch, Dick Sperbeck. However, Wally
Turpen, the head of the First Aney, determined Green was ineligible to ploy for 2 Legion tesm in
Sncramento sieee his permaneot residence sported a Redding address. Tuspen said he bad “no alternative
but to rule in with the interpretation (of the rulos) of the nations) director George Ruloa,” The poctn
pages were toplete with the accusstions wed cosster-offensives swirling around Green's ellgiitity. Turpen
stated that if Souttskde kept Groen on the roster, and later won the Distriet tournamment, he would hanv no
ehoioe best 1o rule Grevn inedigible. And Southside would have 10 forfeit it viclucies,
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Soutlstide stayed firm and kept Green on #s roster. About that enntentions time, Geven reflects: “Bottom
lime: [ was poeng to play for Scuthside. Never thought T was goieg (0 end up amy other place.”

T the first game of the Legion season, Southatde openod agains Manhart, 4 toam oom prised of
Sweramsento High pliyers, includiog Johnny Gonzalez and Jim Graf wis hit 411 500 405 respectively
Juring the bagh school season. Southside stasted Geoven al pétchwr, who rode in with the unblemished
recond from the high school sssne, agsinst Stan Vivaldi, who made All-City for Sae High, Before the game
wet underway ol MeCltely Purk, Manhart Masager Ken Wallenberg filed & formal protest hecanse
Southesde (purpoctedly) had placed an incliglde player (Groes) on s lineap canl.

Manhart soored first in the botton: of the third when Vivaldi walked and was knocked iz on 2 pair of
singles. "(Whess pitehing) one thing | hasted, was a gift, a walk,” reealis Green today. "I you're goisg o gel
o, you'ne going to eaxm . And it amped me up that mueh dardes (agaiost the next hitter), because | just
commutted a moctal gin,”

Soutkside tied tha: e in the fuarth, and went ahead in the top of the eighth whess Geoen walked, sole
sucond, and evestually came home with two outs “on & Banomi sliee te left Gk, neported Tom Horton of
the Sacramento Lrion,

En the Botiom of the santl, Goeen gave up a hloop siogle. followed by & ringing siegle. The next balter
topped a grounder to first baseman Jim Fe, who thevw to third 100 kxte to get the lead runser. All ranners
were safe with the hicses loadod, Groen sppeured to be tinng, Ibe committed another “mortad sis”™ when ha
walked in the tying run on four pitches, Thes Elwood Hambin, who had strack out three times in the
pame, bit » single to wis the game for Mlanhact.

After all the distroetion over eligibility, Manlurt defintel the unbeatable Green on the field. A happy Stan
Vivaldi is seen i the Dnion sewspaper photo, shaldng hands with the wissing batsssan, Hamlin, Later,
the Legion Pistriet 6 Commsissiones ruled out Wallenborg's protest bocasese the state commissunes hiad
determaned that Green was eligible 10 play. A peodietson of Mudh Ao Aot Notking had been staged that
summer weckend 2t MeClasehy Pask,

S 0% < LA Dodper Sandy Keutar no-hits NY Mals, 50

From then om, Southside won x7 straight gasses, kat anly anes: ssone to Rosville and fimished the regalar
season with an 140 spaskiog of Manhart, They compiled un 18-2 mark and woa the right 10 represent
Digtrict & in the Aven « Tournsment.

Bishop Armstrong’s Big Three led all Sombside hittess, beginning with Green's 43z average, followed by
Lagzy Marsetth who bit 427 wnd drove in a beasm-Jeading ;16 REI, followed by Buet Banami who hit 503, In
the plsching dogartment, Geoen flaished 5-1 with 78 strikeouts and 20 seortal ses, whide Muriesti fadshed
40,

‘The Avea t Tomrnassent got nndecway on Thursdey, August 2 3 Edescnds Fleld, former home of the
Sacmmento Soboes, which lod been sold after the 1960 season and redocated 10 Hawall, A theslling s 2t
waes for the hometown boys to play under the Babes in the eenor lgne park, Usey pot thedr finst taste of
Edmonds Field eartier in the sessan when Southeside met Fort Sutter on July 4 The event was staged by
Bert Boooos wnd Paol Bowa, both Jong time bushers and coaches of thair nmpective cluls, The Yot
Seter gang was chose bedind in seennd place, aod featurod placher (s Mitter) Tom s, Dave
Torgerson, Ed Gagle and olhers. The twi-sight doubleheader —both won by Seathside —repoctedly
drew 5,000 to 6,000 fans.

T the Area ) toomament, Southasde drew the 8.5 game usder the lights mgrinst Oroville. Theket peices
werw $1 for adults and 50 cents for stodents. Mike Geeen pitehed 9 mnings, giving up two runs on three
hits, while striking out 15, and Souttide topged Orerville 8-2. Doug Crawdord broke out of 2 batting slussp
(he was hitting just 200 for the Legion season) with three hits oo the day. In the eaddy gime, Vallgjo, led
by the pitching of Tug, MeGraw, shut oot Redding 2.0, (MeCrins bater pitched for the New Yook Mets and
Phillies, appearing i two Woeld Serfes, T the 1980 Waorkd Series, he woo 0ne gasse, ket cne and carmed
two saves for the chamgion Phillies )

In Southeside's second game agalesn Ascars, Miriet]i starred ot pitcher, allowing three runs an seven hits,
while fannisg 12, He also Tt w gair of doubdes and 1 RIM in the game, Boaoes! and Crawfiond collected n
palrof hits foe the Southsiders, In the eighth inning with ooe o, after Macetti londed the bases, Bonomi
pocked off 5 runmer ot Grst. This was also the game wiere Botoms emphoyed the unussal double steal
defimse taught by Sperbeck, and *the Old Pra™ ran cent beyorxi the pitcher's mound and tagged the runser
out.

I the championship game, Groen outdoelod MeCesor, The soutlpaws tossed six inings of shusout hall,
but Southside managed singhe runs in the srenth and eighth innings. Green allowed just M bits and
fansed nine 1o dim his 7th victory of the Legion season, as Sothside tappal Vallejo 2-0 10 win the Area 1
Toursament.

Martertl was voted the Tournsmest's Most Valuable Player by the Distrier 6 conehes snd newspager
spoctswritens, The award came with a kiss from the Maid of Secrantento Coemty, 3 pretty blonde named
Yvonne Zetz, who happened to be Bernbe Chueed's gislfriend ot the time.
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Avg 4B - Warkm Nonvor o found dead, cuspecied of

Aug 19 - Dodgers pr welteg Lasey
10 shaw Maury Wills o0 rouie B secend S04 sioals

With the Fist Area tournament victory the Soathsidens advanced 10 the state Legion tosrsament ot
Youstville. In the first game, Green pitehed aed Southside lost 2-5 to West Covina. In game two, a San
Franeisos texm defeated Marietti and compamy 3-2 in the elimination eontest. Unfoetanssely, their
magical samson of 40 wins combimed in high schoel and American Legion came 10 a0 sbrupt dose.

"We were mnkod nussber one {0 the state) and lost the first two and were done,” grouses CGroes. “That's
DOT the wiy Y0t wxnl 1o go ouL”

[5t 25 Marieati remembers, 8 wasnt the end of the workl, e tad more baseball to play thee summer in
the County Leagoe, follnend by unother roomd of Winter Leagoe, Ditto $or Bonami and srvoral othens on
e Seowt hisdihee soguend],

For his acocamplishments, Green earned & fall ride scholasdin o plisy bashartball and baseball at University
of Sam Prancisco (USF), Az the Aroa 1 tournsment, USF also effered Marietti 2 6l ride o play baseball,
The scholarships meant & dosm come troe for both boys' famalies, and in the case of Gres's, whe lud
“hocked everythizg,” mode 7 20l woctinehile.

Liast Bonoml, Jim Fox aad Borvie Chwarch went on to Soeramsento City College where they plignd with
frumenous Salloves they luw competed agninst in high school and Lagion, such as Tom Harrks of Jolnson.
There they slso tesmed up with an inficlder best known for falling 1o mske the MeClachy High School
team, Larry Bowa, who later went on 1o hive an oststandizy pro carmer with the Phillies and Cobs.

[n Bandsight, it is curious why Booomi, who was dessty the best eaeddog prospect in the wres, didnt gee a
whiff from the socuts, “He was a0 stellizent sumbitch, and prolsdidy the best elutels player on that dub,”
remembers Ron King. “And he was a really poed hitter.”

Somoe, like Sperbeck, theorize Bonomi's lack of atee (5'97) hekd him back, Reminded that Yogi

Berra wase't n big gy and yet was considened ane of the best bickstops in the bastness, the former cosch
explasns "It was just an fmage thing. The scouts thought a cxtober shoudd be a big guy. (Bonook) wee as
fine a eateher as there ever woss, He knew the game 5o well. He was very smart.”

Chwrch agrees. “They dide't sign the Dastin Pedraia’s in those digs (diminotive-sized players), Stee was
overvated &n our day.”

To prove the point, Doug Crawdord, who stood 6'37, signed x profiessivosd comtract with Cleveland that
sammer for 2 $20,000 boews, Tronicslly, Chavvlaod's shortstop at the time was Woodie Held of
Sacrwmonto,

Sometame over the course of the summer, the Sseramento Clamber
of Commeree swardod Mike Geoen his second "1all of Fame™ trophy
i besedall, making it two years running e was tabbed the et high
sehool baseballer in the area, It perpleses that nome of his former
Armastrong teammates remembens him ever winndeg the prestigous
awards (In feet, Croen himsaf doesn't recall when or where he
reerived the trophy ). Not that they begrudge him the homee; cvery
member of the team peknowlodzes Groen's sssazing aocomplishments
dharsng that two year period (ecdoding ssaking All-City bs basketball),

Harrss of Johnson 15gh, who twice made the A-City baseball fezam,
shared this: “T'o me, Ml Groes wis ane of the best playens who ever
came out of this town, 1 don’t know if he ever gets enough eredit oc
mot. But be was really & great player and definitely the best player in

town,”

At sussroes’s end, Jocal basseball fams shifted thedr ottention froms
sandlots te the professsonal rasks, 2 the San Frasciseo Gianes tind
the Los Angrles Dodgers on the list digy of the sessson, sod then won a
three gamee playofl 1o determine the National League peanant
winner, The Giants played the New York Yankees in the World Series,
and casme within inches (MeCovey's ling drive snared by Yankee
socond baserasn Bobby Richardson) of wisming Game 7 in San
Franclsoo.

Thwe memony of that magical 196 bigh school sesson began 1o sequire dust. That &all, Spesbock took over
the Anmstrong varsity football pregram and guided it to an impeessive record, neary dopliesting on the
gridiron wiat bx'd sceomplisshed with the diamond nine. He coatinued coadsisg both fuotball and baseball
until 1968, when he handed the baseball sving 1o JV coach, Roa Liancberger. When he retived as CRS' head
football coach in 1977, Sperbock lud created one of the 10p prograsss & the srea, postiog an S-47-7
recond. He Ls slso known foc spawning o ecacking tree that saw fifieen of his Sarmer asstants go o0 ty
direet eollege o high sehool football programs.

As the years, and finally the devades passed, o carpet of dust covered the messory of Arinst rong's 1962
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baseball season, obecared 10 all hut the players and a few insiders. it remained that way until the pulilisher
and founder of Cal-Hi Sports published its first Record Book. In it, the 1962 Bisbhop Arunstrony Fxloans
basseball tessm hasd been acclaimed the state’s Team of the Year sl Dick Sperbeck s Cuach of the Year for
1962

Acoording 10 Mark Teanis, the carrent publisher of Cal- 81 Sparts Reenrd Book, bis isale Nelson went
back and retroactively awarded the honors. Now they sre presestod annually by the firm. Tennis says
Nelson, the Soander of Cal-Hi Sparts, would huee employed the same guidedines and parasseters wied
teday (o modecting the best taseball teasses: won-Joes percentage, head-10-head competition wnd numenous
otbser gueantitative factors.

Interestingly, the awarding of the mythical state championship and coach of the year howoes cacaped tary
of the Baother's bowthiren, iss there never was a formal announcement by Cal- Hi Spocts ora cenemony beld
nt thwe sehool, Beruse Churcd: Bad been aware of it vears bofore, and In foet, seonged foe 2 bannes
commemorating the team's accomplishment 10 be hung in the sehool's pymnasiam. Lut the banner has
sinoe pentshod. Chured: smow Deads Christian Brothers” booster onganszation, the LaSale Club, whieh cach
veas honoes pet Sscrumento are baschall standours with seleetion in the 1y Salle Club Basetall 1all of
Eame

Spesbeck leseoed of his Coach of the Year honor when his 10 year-old grandson happenssd to be flipping
through the Record ook and noticed the fassily name. Spestiock wax plensanly warprised to Jearn of the
honoc and yet chagrined that o ooe bad alerted him,

For the conch wnd his playees, nowe reell into their mid-sixties, the year 1062 will sbways inspire fond
memuries of 2 significant sporting accomplishment in Saceamento high schoel sihlelic history.

For cdhess [t nopressunte that pivotal, findl year before America's lnnosence wonkd be shattened by
unfathomabie turmaoil,

One year Jater, President Keanedy would be shot dead in Dallas. The Viet Nam wae would rapédly escalste,
evestusily Jeading to the deaths of 58,000+ Ameriean soldiers oves the nex dicade, And Africin
Amenicans would mareh in the strects, asgering discosafited southerners still disging to cetdated
traditions, eventually forong Congress to grast civil dights to all people, In truth, the United States of
Amenica took a dark, divergent turs froms wineh it has mever returned.

On the flip side, 19673 aliso gave us a new ireerion n sssiic Jal by The Beatles, and the rest of the Uritish
Lovasion, One could argue thint toend carved oot & new direction in musie, whieh cventually infloesced
culture and polities, When mived with the violest foroes cited above, the synengy coemed n cacophony in
the Amserican paycie,

Yea we noad anly go bisek ome short year prior to thase events 1o retuss 16 & mone pastors] Norman
Rockwell time, when the thoek of woodes bats eolliding with the horsebice mennt the Joesd mine were
down 3 the Samond playing like champlons.

And all wis well in the world,

Larry Marlettl, Bermbe Onurch and Der Baooon voday

fery
* Cel -3 Sports Rooord Hook selacted Sve Sacramento ares teans s “Tawm of the Yeur”
1055 Secrumento High (20)

1050 MoCleky High (xa-041)
19te Hidhop Armetrong (222)
108G Geant High (302
1984 Coedonu Caesen)
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*"The coe constant theoegh a1l $he vears, Ray, hes bocs luselel.”
Ve Bz spokes by the eharecter Tetrcace Mann, fictitioes writer, in the moste Flald of Dreams.

(Special thavis pees to Hernke CAurek swhe arranged tsmerves Mtereious el delivvrad remirek maverssly,
usithost uskfeh ohis articke sould et Dave den posalile. 1o paraptrass the dare fsurnatist Bill Cosdin, He'k wx good
0 e o Guvge Jxn.®)
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