CB baseball coach calls

last season ‘successful’

By Terrence O’Brien

Ih addition they downed the
other co-champion of the Met-
ro John F. Kennedy once
besides two wids over a good
McClatchy club and a noo-
league victory over Highlands
coached by former Brothers'
coach Bob Rodness.

Pitching of less than cham-
pionship caliber has character-

ized Falcon teams of late.

They have not had a real
stopper on the staff since
Steve Kitlas’s junior year in
the 1971 season. The old
timers and the young timers
who know bascball will tell
you pitching is the pame of
the game and without it you

don’t win no matter how many
200 hitters and long ball
Charleys you send up to the
plate on offense. The current
Sacramento Solons are an ex-
celient case In point.

Looking over the Falcon
state it's a tribute to Lime-
berger that they finished as
well as they did. Their best
ceamed rum @ was
Steve Smith's 3.00 followed by
Mike Cumminhgs 3.33 and Jeft
Tisdel's 3.39. Those figures
are respectable or about av-
erage for a 162 game major
league season but for a 21
game high school season they
won't rank amoag the top 25
in the area. One reason s that
high school teams will give
up mcre uncarngd runs than
will & professional team so
an eamed run average of 3.
probably means that five or
six runs werc scored on that
pitcher when you throw in
those picked up on errors,
The figure could be much
higher in any single game.

Furthermore the flgure is
based on a seven inning game,
meaning the pitcher would
give three earned rung every
seven innings whereas for a
prolessional ERA it Is based
on innings. In other words a
high schocl ERA of 3. is sbout
22 per cent less efficient tham

an ERA of 3. for someone who
played 9 inning games. The
point is that the ostensible
ERA of 3. to 3.39 of the Fal-
con’s staff is not as impres-
sive as it may seem when it
comes to analyzing the sea-
son,

Cummings was 4 and 3 on
the year; Smith had a 42
mark and Tisdel 3-1. The rest
of the staff was 1-3. Cum-
mings was the workhouse of
the staff with 49 innings pitch-
cd while Smith went 35 and
Tisdel only 26 to gamer his
3 wins.

The club only had two sca-
sonal 300 hitters. Chris Gandy
rapped for 353 on the year and
Rod Zanze 335. After that it
was Sam Glero with 289, Mike
Juarcz at 256 and Dan Far-
rell at 234, Jim Frasinett
swatted for .224, Steve Lint
at 213, Paul Garmazxi 200
along with Mark Franzoia.
Bill Boughton was an anemic
J76 and Dan Gamzales was
J0B3, Boughton, in the past,
has been & much better hit-
ter than that but he was
plagued this year to probably
the worst average ho has ex-
perienced  since he  began

playihg ball. He served as
an able catcher and Geld lead-
er for the team.

Farrell led the team in rans
patted in with 12 followed by
Gandy with 11. An interesting
statistic and one that may

the Falcons could be a win-
ning club with average pitch-
ing and inferior hitting is that
as a team they stole 44 out of
53 bases, A running club can
win. Rod Zanze tried 17 timos
and was successful all but
ance and Glero palfered a per-
fect 7.

Limeberger singled out re-
lief pitchers Tim Cimino and
Mike Wetklow for sterling
performances during the sea-
son. They will both be back
next season as will Smith so
the hurling could be improved.
Wetklow has real promise as
a tall fasthaller and Cimino
has cunning on the hill for
one 50 young: he's but a sopho-
more. Most of the rest of the
team will graduate however
although the infleld will be
back with Lint at third, Zanze
at short, Frasinetti at secend
and Farrell at first. So for
now it's “wait till nexe year”
for the Faloon's first baseball
pennant.
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