REVEREND ROBERT CUNNINGHAM SJ

Father Cunningham was born December 6, 1922 in Hayward Ca. The family moved to
Sacramento where Father graduated from Christian Brothers in 1941 and later
attended St. Joseph’s Seminary in Los Gatos.

IN1955 he was ordained a Jesuit Priest at Fordham University Chapel by Cardinal
Speliman,.

He spent 50 years, most of his time as a missionary, in the Philippine Islands. He was
stationed in a remote parish at Pangantucan Bukidnoni. He died January 9, 2014 ,

There are a couple of letters that describe his work in the missions
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Pllmishty God in s infimite goodmexs
!fmoug!‘ the smpomlion o[ the hands ol % (";nu'-mco
Francie Cordinal Spoliman
will bostowe upon me g{f-v gﬂb (Cpmdlmu]
at Fordham Uliversty Chapel

Tow the spivit of Cliistian joy
o will be vemambered in the o){/ﬂv'ng of my
First WHlaes
@ iwnday, the minctecnth of Hfune
W lineteer hundred and fifty-fire
Fondhom Ulniversity
WNnw York
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Bless thy Priest, © God:
fll his heart and soul with
charity and zcal thar his
ministry may be fruitful
for Bhy homor and glory.

cAmen.,

1.

Robert W. Cunningham, S.4.
Ordained w the
Sacred “Priesthood
June 18, 1955
Fordham Universicy
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Rev. Robert Curringhiam, 5.7.
T.O. Box 45

8700 Ma, BuKidron
ulipples



CHRISTMAS 2003
Deaxr ; W"/

GREETINGS FROM BACUSANON,
PANGANTUCAN, BUXIDNON®

In April 2004 I will be 26 years

in Pangantucan: 2% years as parish
priest in Pangantucan and three
years in Bacuzanon a barrio of
Pangantucan It is quiet here and
peaceful znd we seldom see pecple
duxing the day as almost all are
working at their farms. At 81 1
canmot do too much except slowly
to help build up the parish so that
it is re,dy for a younger priest to take over.

About two years ago we began construction of our parish church as the existing
churech can no longer be repaired. The Coverror of Bukidnon and the Mayor of
Pangantucan sponsored a raffle to help with the construction but due to haxrd
times we received only a third of the expected amount. We can affoxd only one
person, Deding Relos, who for many years has done all our construction and
repair work for the church, convento and our high school in Pangantucan., He is
in charge. of all the cement work, carpentry and he does all the welding
besides all the planning. And he has only one helper. The people here are
poor farmers but when we need help such as digging the foundation, mixing
cement, etc. they are willing to help, It will take a long time before we

can sctually use the church but hopefully we can continue slowly.

For several months we had vexy heavy rain almost every day and it was reported
that heavy rain would continue until the end of December, rather than the usual
end of October. Ouxr amnusl dzy of Thonksgiving in Bacveanen (Bysets) has
always been the 8th of November but this year, due to the expected heavy rain
but also due to the hard times, the pyests was changed to December 23rd. But
who can predict the weather?. For the past two weeks very little or no rain.
The nights are cold but the days warm.

In Pangantucan I had 76 chapels (which alsc included Bacusanon chapels) but now
I have only 23. Last week, Rocendo Gudelos, my assistant, and I went by motor
bike and then walking in the mountains to my most remote chapel. We have mass
thexe at least four times a year. Many attended muss and after mass, as usval,
the people brought enough simple food so that all could eat together. After
the mass I was told that a chapel is almost ready for mass at a place called
Kana-an, perhaps a hour walk from Kahayagan where ] just said mass. The first
time I was invited %o go to Kahayagan the Mayor of Pangantucan said I should
not go there without police protection as both XKahayagan and Xana-an are in
Mozslem territory. The Mayor sent six police who went with us 21l the way but
all was peaceful and since then we go alone.

oﬁ)‘o el yorl a- UVErLL

P Zt‘/ WY /7 LTt ngfﬁr
?ﬁﬁmﬂ%f“ Sd




California Jesuit Missionaries

84 STANYAN STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 941154299
PHONE: (415) 223-1588

DIRECTOR: REV, THEODCORE T. TAHENY. S,
ASSOCIATE: REV. JOHN A HOULE 8.

September 24, 1996

Dear George:

I have just returned from a visit to Pangantokan. I stayed with your brother
and everything went perfectly. He 1s very well and very active. As you
know, he continues his vocations prometion program by offering "scholarships"
to young men from his parish. Right now there are about 9 living in the
house so 1t is quite full. As you may know, from his parish there have been
about 8 ordained and 8 more in the seminary. He and I concelebrated a Mass
at the high school that the parish has, only a 5 minute walk from the church.
Some 1200 students, boys ané girls, were present at the outdcor Mass. Tt

was one of the most beautifully sung Masses I have been present at for

many years. And everything was so well organized that the congregation,

that is the students and their teachers, simply took their places and
received communion in & most efficient style. In most cases, the Mass was

in their language but 1 spoke to them in English and they seemed to under—
stand 1t, at least a good number of the older ones. This school is one of
your brother's major hecadaches f{imancially, as the people in that region can
ill-afford even the very small tuition which is necessary to charge. Bob

is also grateful that 3 religious Sisters have come to work in his parieh.

I am sure they arc apprecilated because they think of little things 1ike
bringing special cakes and fruits to Bob's residence, but they decided to go
to Peblacion (the xeal name of Bob's smalltown) te work among the poor, which
they thought better than their previous work f{n schools.

Bob is in a remote place so he does not get down to Cagaysan de Ore very much,
which is where I stayed. A Jesuit was ordained = bishop there for the

Diocese of Ipil in troubled Zamboanga, to the southwest of Cagayan. Tt

would have been quite a trip for your brother to make it to this although

his parish duties are a little lighter right now since the Provinecial of

the Philippines assigned him a newly ordained Philippino Jesuirt. Unfortunately
the young Jesuit will be going to Nigeria i{n January and your brother does not
know if there will be a replacement. Given the size of his parish, z replace-
ment is very ncecessary just te hike some of the muddy trafils up to the

Barrio chapels. 1 think your brother said he had something Like 50 such
chapels. His own church, which maybe you saw, Or your sister saw, seats,

I believe, over 1000 people. It is bigger than most of the churches in
California where I preached this past Summer. The Knights of Columbus there
have just built a great big bell tower, for which youx brother is very
grateful, although it still remains to be finished.

All in all, Bob looks fine, is up early and apparently going all day and drove
very well when he took me along a pothole-filled road from his place to
Mzlaybalay where | rode a bus down to the big City of Cagayan de Oro.

I think Bob will be sure to write at least this coming Christmes, but he

wants us to know that,1f he does not, 1t is because he just runs out of time.

Sincerely yours,

. . ,
& K(l ! )7{ ‘ / vany /-)’

Brazil, Ecuador, Japan, Mexico, Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand
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JVue/obza Seaara de los Remedias Panish

8717 BACUSANON, PANGANTUCAN, BUKIDNON
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