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i you can help us imprave this player's tiograpty,

Charley Schanz

This article was written by Elll Nowlin (/node/3936)

Right-handed pitcher Charley Schanz worked 13 years in the minor leagues and four full seasons with the Philadelpnia Phillles in the
“240s, followed a couple of years later by 14 games with the Boston Red Sox in 1950, His major-league recerd was 28-43with a4.34
earned run average, His best big-league season was his first, when he won 13 games for the Phillies in 1944.

It appears he lost his father when he was very young. Charley's not been typically listed as a Junlor, but his father had the same name:
Charles Murrell Schanz. Charley was born an June 8, 1919, In Anacortes, Washington, His mother - the former Leana Hadden - Is

shown working as a typist in the 1923 Sacramente City Directory, Iisted as Mrs. Leanah Schanz. *

Charley (that Is how he spelled his name, also informing us that his nickname was Charley) attended the Carmichael elementary
school, then San Juan and Christian 8rothers high schools, He played baseball for a couple of years in high school and twe years in
the Sacramento Winter League, He completed one year at Sacramente Junior College, He worked as a janitor in 1338 (his mother had
become a teacher in Sacramento by this time), while trylng to make his way in engineering school. That same year he attended a
vaseball school held by the San Francisco Seals, run by Larry Woogall thitp//sabr.org/bioproiperson/17d1338e) and Lefry O'Doul
{httpfsabrorgibioprojipersonb820a06¢), and signed a contract proffered by scout Harry Krause (hitp:f/sabr.org/bioproliperson/1 f4815f4). Schanz was assigned to

the Tucson Cowboys of the Class-D Arizona-Texas League

Schanz had already reached a significant size by age 18 - 6-feet-3 and 203 pounds. He wore eyeglasses.s
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He got in a iot of work that first season as a prefessional - 204 innings. He was 9-16 with a £4.59 earned run average. The following year - the year he turned 20 -
Schanz improved his ERA by more than a full run {te 3.49) and was 10-5 on the season, before he was moved up to Class C (Salt Lake City, Pioneer League), There, toc,
he struggled at first, with 2 6.63 ERA In 57 Innings. He was 4-3, At the very end of the season, he worked In three games for the Seals, and lost 21l three, though twe of
the three were indeed ones he well could have won.

Why that maade him think he should holg out in the spring of 1940 is difficult to divine, but hold out he did, for a while. He was assigned to the Western International
League (Class B) for 1940, and worked both for the Tacoma Tigers and the Yakima Plppins, for a combined 18-9 {4.54), winning 10 consecutive games from the end of
July into September,

Schanz played for the Seals for the first months of 1341, appearing in 13 games until the very end of june when he was optioned to the Salem (Oregan) Senators. He
refused to report and worked out briefly with the Portland Beavers, with the permission of Seals president Charles Graham. Within a week, however, he accepted
Graham's "fatherly advice" and agreed to go to Salem.* He was recalled to the Seals on August 27.

Over the wintertime Schanz worked hauling steel at a shipyard in San Francisco, His shouider tightened up and he "couldn't throw a baseball halfvay across the
street.™ Exercise and massage helped, as did using his brain, Of 1942, he later sald, "That was the year | really learned te pitch. When you don't have your fast one,
you've got to mix them up or get your brains knocked out, Now | try te save my best one for the tough spots.'

As the 1242 season began, Schanz was sent back to Tacoma, where ne spent the full year, He had a very good year, 18- 3 with a 3,00 ERA. He was third in the league
in strikeouts with 149 Ks. Playing winter ball, he suffered a broken finger, but it didn't hold him back in 1943, On january 1, 1943, he was sold outright to the San
Diego Padres, The word was, repeated more than once over a period of time, that he had "plenty of stuff but lacked control,'

Back in the Coast League, he excelled early on. In late June, he was reclassifled 1-A and summoned by his draft board for a second physical. He'd been rejected the
first time because of his eyesight, and was again. The Padres finished In seventh place, but Schanz still won 17 games (losing 18) with 3 3.23 ERA. Again, he was third
in the league in strikeouts.

Russ Newland of the San Freacisco Chronicle declared that In 1943 “the fellow whoe did the best pitching job, week in and week out, In our book was bespectacled,
lanky Chariey Schanz," adding that if he'd pitched for first-place Los Angeles he "probably weuld have won 30 games.™ Schanz was selected by the Philadelphia
Phillies in the November 1 minor-league draft, the thirg seiecticn overall,

On November 20 he married Doris Roberts of Sacramento, The two had three sons - Gary, Rick, and Kevin,

After training with the Phils in Wilmington, Delaware, Schanz got into his first big-league game with an April 24, 1944, start at Shibe Park
{(http/eabr.orgibloproj/parks/connie-mack-stadivm) against the visiting Brooklyn Dadgers, (The Phillies played 1944 and 1945 narmed the Philadelphla Blue Jays, but

fans and most newspapers refused to accept the name change and the whole notion was dropped after two years.)

He got through the first three Innings well enough, but then was tagged for four runs in the top of the fourth, He was taken out of the game after four and bore the
loss in an 8-2 final. Five days later, he got another start against the Giants and secured his first win. The Giants were riding a five-game winning streak, but Schanz
held them to three runs in nine innings - and then pitched three more innings, the game being tied, 3-3, until Schanz himself scored the winning run, doubled in by

Buster Adams (hitp.//sabr.org/bioproi/person/30d9d¢Sc) in the bottom of the 12th {Schanz had reached on a successful sacrifice bunt, thanks te an error, with the

runner ahead of him later being retired),
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He was now 1-1, and then won his next three starts, all complete-game efforts. The win that took him to 2.1 was probably the best game of his career, a one-hitter

thrown against the Giants at the Pelo Grounds (http/isabr.org/bioproj/park/S8d80acal. The only hit off him came in the bottom of the seventh. Following e walk, joe
IMedwick (hitp://sabr.org/bioproi/park/S8d80eca) hit a twa-run homer. Philadelphia (and Schanz) won the game, 5-2, after he himself hit a bases-loaded triple in the
top of the ninth to break the 2-2 tie,

On June 22 he got another win with nine innings of work, but it was nine innings of relief work, winning a 1-0 15-inning game in 8oston against the Braves,

He shut out the Braves again on September 3. At season's end, Schanz could look back on a good season; a 3,32 ERA and a wonfloss record of 13-16 for a last-place
{61-92) team. The Phils, managed by Freddie Fitzsimmeons (httpi//sabr.org/bioproi/persen/Sazdi0o9), finished 43 ¥% games out of first place.

After hoiding out In the spring of 1945, matters were worked out and he reported to camp at the end of the first week of April. He lost his first six decisions, finding
himself -6 with a 5.1 ERA on May 23, He won his first game with a 2-0, two-hit shutout in St. Louis on May 27, Then he lost six more, A bout with acute jaundice cost
him a month, frem the shutout untll june 30, He said that he came back from the hospitalization sooner than he should have.

Sometimes there were errors behind him that cost games, sometimes his team just didn't score runs (In back-to-back losses on July 7 and * 5, the Phils scored a total
of one run), but sometimes it was his own fault. In the July 15 game, he managed to tie a major-teague record by hitting four batters; he was relieved by none other
than slugger [imm e Foxd (hitpi//sabr.org/blaproi/person/e34addsd), who threw 2 2/3 scoreless innings, The 1-12 Schanz may have been discouraged, but he kept up

anc split his final six cecislons, finishing 4-15 with a somewhat respectable 4,35 ERA, The Phillies were 46-108 on the season, in last place, 52 games out of first place

and even a full 15 games behind seventh-place Cincinnati. Ben Chapman (http://sabr.org/bioproi/person/0fe7f158) had taken over as manager after the team's 18-51

start under Fitzsimmons,

Schanz started the 1946 season working out of the bullpen, but after the first week in August was restored to the starting rotation, He appeared in 32 games, *5 of
them starts, His ERA ceteriorated substantially, to 5,80, but he could draw some solace from 3 6-6 record witn three complete game wins in his last 30 days.

The Phillies found him holding out again for '47. "We've offered him our Emit," sald GM Hero Pennock (hitpi//sabr.org/bioprojiperson/6t 2bb457) in Decemuver, "if he

doesn't want to take that he will have to quit."? Two months later, he stil hadn't signed, but he was with the team by the time the season began, He pitched in 34
gamesin 1947, all but six in rellef. He recorded a 4.16 ERA anc a 2-4 record,

On March 27, 1948, he was purchased by the New York Yankees as one of two deals the Yankees did with the Phillies that day. The Yankees sent him to the Kansas
City Blues that same day, He had a difficult start, and had a 545 ERA in 119 innings. On July 2€ the Seattle Ralnlers purchased his contract outright and he showec
distinct improvement; in 106 innings, he worked with a 2.89 ERA. And In 1849, he was a 20-game winner In the Coast League. Settling In with Seattle, he was 2217
with a 3.25 €ERAIn 321 innings. He was credited with adding a forkball to his repertoire. In late September he was traded to the Boston Red Sox for minor-leaguer
John Hoffman and cash. *This Is a dream set-up,” he sald in the spring of 1950, "it's the best chance I've ever had and 'm going te make every effort to make this

team. It isn't often that a fellow is brought up to a club which should win the pennant, and 'm trying to show | appreciate it."#

The year 1950 was another split year. He opened the seasen with the Red Sox, and worked exclusively in rellef, 14 times, winning three and losing two. After his
appearance on July 2, he had an ERA of 8,34, That just wasn't going to cut it, even with a team scoring as many runs as the 1950 Red Sox. They placed Schanz on
waivers and he was selected by the St. Louis Browns on July 5. He never joined the Browns, however, and one of the conditlons of the deal was that he show up for
work. On July 12 the Browns voided the deal, In effect returning him to the Red Sox. He finished out the season back in Seattie. He didn't pitch much better, given that
he was now working in Triple A, His ERA for the 103 innings with the Rainlers was 6,29,

His time in the big leagues was over,
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Though Schanz had hit a home run in his first at-bat in professional baseball, with Tucson in 1938, he was never known for nis hitting. He managed a .134 average
(with one homer in 1944) in the big leagues. He wasn't known for his fielding, either, with a career fleiding percentage of .918.

Schanz worked four more seasons, all in the Pacific Coast League and each year keeping nis ERA under 4,00, The 1951 and '952 seasons were with Seattle, Released
by the Rainrers, he signed as a free agent with Sacramento, back home for the 1953 and 1954 seasons, He genera'ly worked all four years as a rellever with
occasional starts; in 1953, though, he started 28 of his 34 games, A sore back hampered him some in his final season, but he still worked 132 innings.

After retiring from baseball, Schanz stayed invelived locally with youth baseball in the Sacramente area and was one of the founders of the Pacific Little League Park.
He worked as a T.B.A. {Tires, Batteries, and Accessories) truck salesman for Tidewater Oil,

Schanz died at home from coronary artery disease on May 28, 1592, He Is buried at East Lawn Memorial Park in Sacramento,

Sources

In addition to the sources noted in this biography, the author also accessed Schanz's player file and player questionnaire from the National Baseball Hall of Fame, the
Encyclopedia of Minor League Basebali, Retrosheet.org, Baseball-Reference.com, Rod Nelson of SABR's Scouts Committee, and the SABR Minor Leagues Database,
accessed online at Baseball-Reference.com.
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