1980 LA SALLE CLUR

1979 BASEBALL HALL OF FAME

La Salle Club Members, 0ld Timers and
Friends are invited to attend the

29TH ANNUAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME

ON
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY lst
Social Hour - 6:00 P.M.
Steak Dinner and Awards - 7:30 P.M.

(Christian Brothers High School
Cafeteria at 4315 Sacramento Blvd,)

$7.00 per person

ELECTED TO THE 1980 HALL OF FAME

LOU HEINZER LOU VEZILICH
VICTOR PITTS ELTON ROGERS
GEORGE TERRA BILL SVILICH
ROBERT DUGGAN TONY DUTRA

La Salle Club Hall of Fame Committee:

Vincent F, Stanich
Lou Bordisso
Bill Svilich
Bill Avila
Bill Morebeck
Pete Perich
Elmer Enos
Herry Knight
Vern Hodge
Henry Wittpen
Jim Burich

RSVP BY JANUARY 2S5TH
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SALLE CLUB BASEBALL HALL OF FAME

ROSTER

*John "Buddy" Ryan

The Knezovich brothers, Al, Al, Mel,
*Paul, Ray and *Don

Al Heist

*Brick Eldred, living members of
the Rooney O'Neil family

*Earl McNeely

Joe Marty

*Elwood "Kettle'" Wirts

*Joe Williams, *Cliff Darringer,
*Fred Pearl, *Mel French

Horace Smith, *Harry Lilly, *Ralph
Stroud, the 1934-35 Julius Style
Shop baseball club, *Julius
Anapolsky

*Walter Mails, *Henry Clark, *Dan
Donovan, *Fred Murphy

*Big Bill James, *Jimmy Lane,
*Manuel Petrali, *Capt. Bill Ryan
*Parker Sheehan, Eddie Manger,
Dewey Elliott, Verne Hodge,

*Bob Schang

*Jack Dooley, Frank Osborn, *Frank
Bacon, *Arthur Luddy, *Tommy Dunk
*Franz Rooney, Francis "Hira'" Hall,
*Edwin Grove, Lloyd Snook, *Fred
Bottaro

Ray Rohwer, *Pete liepting, Jim
Gorman, *Steve Marietta, *Bill Shick
*Ted Zackney, Tony Freitas, Albert
Westlake, *Alfred Felix, *Morvin
Neves

Frank Ratoni, *Dick Deterding,
George Lial, Eggert Rohwer,

*Harry Hooper

*Clyde "Tub" Perry, Lenny Backer,
Joe Rooney, *John Silvey, *John
Corato, Ralph Young

*Paul Genshlea, *James R. Kelly,
Tom Pendergast, John B, Costa,
G.W. "Mick" Hall Jr., Frank Judy

1974

1875

1976

1977

1978

1979

Allan Byrne, *Clarence Murphy,
John "Chick" Casali, Joc Lima,
Elmer Congdon, Hank Ness,

Jack Hoagland, Roscoe Kimble
Tony Zupo, *Dick Lamb, James A.
"Lefty" Cooke, Larry Williams,
Wallace Canfield, *Fred Belluomin
Mike Visintainer

Frank Armstrong, Mike Separovich,
* Elwood J. Keema, George "Butter
Cole, Phil McGee, Larry Gillick,
Steve George, Elmer Enos

Alex Kampouris, Earl Eberlein,
*Peter Mitchell, Dave Rodrick,
*Dr. Alfred A. Oliver, Joe Smith,
Bill Avila, Mike Page

Earl Wagner, Lloyd Wagner, Jack
Stassi, Herb Forsch, Manuel Salvo
Clement "Boo" Coyle, Gus Kortstei
William Peccole,

Harold "Sam" Sperbeck

Lou Bordisso, Ned Carbone, Joe
Duarte, N.G. Culjis, Lloyd Toomey
Percy Gassoway, Karl Reimer,

Mike Bakarich

*Denotes deceased members



LA SALLE CLUB 1980 BASEBALL HALL OF FAME

LOU HEINZER

VICTOR PITTS

GEORGE TERRA

ROBERT DUGGAN

LOU VEZILICH

ELTON ROGERS

BILL SVILICH; Do not have information at this time.

TONY DUTRA



LOUXIS J. (LOU) HEINZER (Basebzll career)

A native Sacramentan, was & winning pitcher and an
over 300 hitter during a career which ran from 1928 thru
1934. Pitched for Florin, Fruitridge and Sloughhouse in
the 014 Sacramento County League, winning the champion-
ship for Sloughhouse in 1928. Among other teams was an
outstanding pitcher for the Nevis-Fewman, Dante Club and
Kimball-Upson teams in the Nationgl Division of the Sacra-
mento Winter League. In 1929 and 1930, was first string
pitcher for Sacramento Junior College in the Californis
Coast Conference. In 1930, pitched the Panthers to & 4-3
victory over the Sacramento Pacific Coast League team while
collecting 3 hits.

Pitched the EKimball-Upason team to consecutive Sacramen-
to Winter League Championships in 1933 and 1934, It was
the first time in many years that a Nationmal Division ¢lud
had gone through a 7 game schedule undefeated.

From 1931 thrum 1934 was a winning pitcher for the Sac-
ramento Realtors and the Pante Cludb in the Sacramento Val-
ley League, with the Dante Clud finishing one year in sec-
ond place, the highest spot any Sacramento team had finish-
ed in many sessons. Won first three sterts and hit 409 one
Season. .

In 1934, pitched the Van Tassell Sport Shop sll-stars
to a 4.3 win over the Sacramento venators of the Pacific
Coast League. Was approached by severzl Coast League Clubs
including the Secrgmento Solons, S. F. »ezls and Hissions,
but retired from baseball t0 practice law.



LOU EEINZER

Lou Heinzer, who repired recently as an attorney, was one of the
top semi-pro plitchers in the carly thirties. He was always a wninni
pitcher snd a better than .300 batter to boot. First pitched for
Florin, Fruitridge and Sloughhouse in the old Sacramento Cownty Leag
He was also an outstanding moundsman for Newis-Newman, Dante Club an
Kimoall-Upsdh in the National Division of the Winter League.

In 1929 and 1930 was first string pitcher for Sacramento Junior
College. In 1930, pitched the Panthers to a L=3 victory over the

Sacramento Pacific Coust League teanm.
Pitched KU's to consecutive Winter League champions in 1933 and 1

He was approached by several Coast League teams, but retired from

PasegEll to study lawe.
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By VINCENT F. STANICH

Sam Sperbeck, supervisor of Yuba County, did many fine
things for his constituents over the years, but the biggest serv-
ice he performed for his community was discovering Victor
Pitts.

Pills, now a successful businessman in Marysville, was
originally a Sacramentan, He attended Christian Brethers
Grammar School, Stanford Junior High hefore he entered
Sacramento High Scheol where he blassoned into a basebsll
star. _

It was back In 1936 that Sperbeck came down to Sacramen-
10 10 sé¢ one of the fine Julius Haberdashery clubs in action,
Sam, strictly a baseball fan, but a red bt Marysville Giant
boaster, was on the prowl for a shortstopas that was a weak
5pot on the Marysville ball club at thal hme. Pitts, playing
shortstop for Julius caught his eye and immediately after the
game, the extroveried Sam did net waste iny time in siagling
out Pitts to get his reaction abeut playing for the Marysville
club as an outside player.

Pitts beld off giving an answer because he was stil inter-
ested in a career as a professional player. He had already re-
ceived tryouts {rom Lhe Saczamento Sologs and the San Fran-
cisco Seals in the Pacific Coast League any had played part of
4 season with the Modesto club in the Califérnia Stafe League.

Sam was a man of few words and thelpopular Marysville
politician countered with a generous offerthal Pitts could not
tura down. So Victor traveled o Marysylle each Sunday to
play with the club in the surmmer of 1937. Needless to say Pitts
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Victor Pitts— Unf rgotten Baseballer

was an instant hat with the Tvin Cily fans and he appeared to
be a fixture at shortstop at theternder age of 20.

Pitts lixed the Julius clet and he came back to play the
winter of 1507-33. On that farous club were the greatest ag-
gregation of ball players 10 ‘ver perferm on a Sacramento
winter league team. On the pihing staff were Noreman Coad:
Wally Cele and Harry Hamptin, lefthanders; and the |ate Al-
bert J. Larzarone, a rightharder, who performed for Grass
Valley Miners in the summer George Lial was the manager
and No. 1 calcher. He was atisted by Ted Jamieson, In the
Infield were Jack Costa, MikeVisintainer, Syl Gregory, Pitls
and Curt Schmadt. In the oulleld were Bill Bettencourt, Bill
Svilich and the late Johnny Kiser. They were the 14 players
who plaved the entire seasonand were rarcly beaten, Costa,

Mot only olayed firat-baser b aiso pitched on oocasion and

played night field. Hampton ard Cole, although they were car-
ried as pitchers. also perforned 1n the outficld and used as
pinch kitters. s

Pitts signed again in 1938 play for the Giants, but Sper-
beck was not satlsfied with arrangement of having Pitts
still Jive in Sscramento. He thn went to work and secured a
Job for Pitts as a bartender fo Mat Sapunar, who owned the
popular Califernia Cafe, This nade Pitts a bona fied resident
of Marysville, which removed ny doubt a3 to where he would
be playing baseball each year. '

H wasn't leag before Pitts ecame manager of the Giants
and he was a very popular leacr yntil he entered the service
in 1944, He led the clubto a penuant in 1941, In 1946, Pitts came
back and rejolned the Giants aid continued to play and man-
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By this timd
Marysville that

1960, whea he relired as an active player.
Pitts was so well entrenched ia business |
@ has continued Lo call it his home,
I, Pitts was gquite a basketball star when |
Jocal Dragen (astitulion. He alse performe
¢ front in the junior league circuit. He plage
for the champigoship Hesser's Pharmacy and the Westet
Pacific Juniers{He also performed for Julius when the
Street merchantzot invelved in soccer.

Pitts has algays been identified with a winner. His par
nership with Gefe Brocker in the tavern business Wwas anothe
success story, Brocker, a catcher of note, with the Glants an
briefly with the faczamento Solons, .

Ed Combatalade for his early success

bascball, as Fid was the daseball coach at the Sacramen:
High School whean Victor matriculsted there in 1932, Combat.
lade also assisted in the development of Alex Kampouris an
Bill Svilich, Kampouris was an instant success in bascha
EOI0g Lo the majocs in 1933, Swilich was going great with th
Seals until be Was beaten out of the center field job by Jo

Dimagmo,

COMING EVENTS - The $5th anniversary party of th
famous Manhar| Legiea club will be held at the Sietra Roo
of the Sacramento Ina Saturday night, March 23 . . . Invits
tions (o the members of that club will be mailed next week . .
“Butter'' Cola #ill be tendered a testimonal dlaner in th
Martinique Roomof the Sacramento Inn Sat'urday. April 4.




GEORGE TERRA

Terra was equally at home on the baseball dilaomond as he was on the
soccer field, During his athletic days he divided his skills amonth tt
two sports. He first ssarted in soccer in 1926 for the Garibaldi club
and styyed with that cludb six years. During the same period, he did nc
neglect the game of baseball, playing in the 9 ofclock division,

For the next 10 years he was a star in the top division: In 1933,
193k, 1935 with Julius; 36 and 37 with Kimball Upson: 38, 39 and 4O wit
Chinn-Beretta and 1941 and 1942 with Carpenters.

In 1933 after the winter league season was over he plgyed soccer wit
the Dante, Juniors, which won the Talifornia State Championshipl In 19-
with Hesserts, who also won the state championship, One great accomlis

in his spiritual Xxff life, something to be proud of...he ifis ¢he fathex

of a Catholic Priest, Rev. Russell Terra, who is with us tonighte..
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Harold Joseph Duggan (Bob)

Sister called me Bubby as a bably and from this came Bobby. Have
been known as Bob all my life and prefer to be called Bob.

Born June 20, 1911 in Woodland, California

Played right field in Woodland Srammer School in 7th & 8th grades.
Played 2nd Base three vears at Woodland High School., There was no
baseball team s0 played intramural (class against caass.)

Played 1lst Base Senior Year at Benicia High School, Also plawed
basketball on was on Track team. Played with Benicia Town team 1930 &
1931. Manuel Salvo was the pitcher when we played at Yountville.

Played 1lst base for Santa Rosa Jr. Oollege in 1932 & 33.Als0o played
basketball there.

Played with Guerneville 04dd Fellows Team in 1932 & 1933,

Was offered try out with Seattle, but refused because wanted to
pursue my education.

In 1934 suffered an injury to my hand and had to give up playing
baseball.

Was out of baseball until 1949 when my brother Lee asked me to
manage the Woodland Acorns in the West Side League. Managed in the
Central Calif. League and in the 3acramento Rural League. Larry
Williams was president at the time of the Rural League. Was President
of the Calif. Central League and also manager at the same time.

Approximately 1950, the wind blew the fence down at Clark Field and
our City Manager, John Ferns suggested at a council meeting that
Clark Field be sold. I and my brother Lee appeared before the council
at the next meeting and protested the sale. It was postponed and we
led the fight through a petition, the newspaper (Woodland Democrat)
and the sale did not take place and Clark Field was saved. It is
stzl; there and tournaments are played there.

1951
In X9XX, my wife Helen suggested if I wanted Woodland to become base-
ball conscious I should start with the young boys and Little League.
Woodland was strictly a football town with very little interest in
Baseball. I appeared before the Council with an idea of promoting
Little League n Woodland and what assistance they would offer. It
wvas WM oses. I then went to Kenny Leake who
was the editor of the Woodland Democrat and told him my ideas. He was
interested in baseball and a Dodger Fan. Wrote an editorial about it
and asked people to write to the paper if they were interested. I went
from door t.‘gbgpgﬁalklng to people about baseball for the kids and
Little Leagz’ ke at the Elks, Lions, Rotary, Kiwanis and they all
offered support. Mr. George James was the exalted leader of the Elks
and thought it was a terrific idea and got behind me 100%. Kenny Leake,
George James and I founded Little League in Woodland. I managed the
Detroit Tigers two vears and we were the overall champions both yvears.
I was president of the Little League and Chairman of the Finance Commite
to build the ball park. Worked long hours and many Years for all this
to happen but with the help primarily of Kenny Leake and George James

my dream became a reality. [./'-ST /(9\/‘-@ '{)
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It was a tough hard struggle beeause of so much opposition but the
land was given to us by the City of Woodland, P.§. & BE and Pac., Tel.
and Tel gave us poles, Motroni Lumber and Diamond National gave us
lumber for fences, backstop, snack bar, and a booth for our P.A.
System and our announcing. ®@¥ Our labor was all donated by the many
citizens of Woodland, the prisoners & from the farm kept up our
diamonds and our field. It became truly a Community Effort with many,
many people involved, countless hours of their time and lots of dollar
Iam very proud of my hometown and its citizens for the mighty é&ffort
extended to make this project the hughe success it became. They have
a fine rield with lights and many tournaments have been played there.

In the period from 1950 I was President of Central Calif, League two
terms,President of the Woodland Little League, Manager of the Woodlamd
Acorns, and was on the Board of DE¥ME Directors of the Rural League.
Managed the Detroit Tigers Little League Team two years, Chairman of
the Finance Committee for raising funds to build the 3all Park, Board
of Directors of Little League, helped start the Pony League and managed.
helped start the Babe Ruth League. Helped bring Fred Matts team to play
One season in Woodland. Chairman of Woodland Night at Edmonds Field

and over 800 Woodland people attended. Joe Marty was the Manager then.

tielped promote fights with Al Martinez at the Legion in Woodland and
Joey lopes was an amate then. y .
Coaddoda borgo -4¢_Zzh¢> AL . (& Ly lo if AL G™D -
was A Little League manager again for our youngest son Robert, this
time in Sacramento in the Mission Little League. Managed for three
Years and my &m two older sons were my coaches, Jim and Frank. Frank
was also president of the Mission Little League. Retired in 1970 when
my son had reached the age limit.

Played last active game in 1950 at the age of 39.

Since 1970 have just gone to Legion, Hligh School, and some Semi Pro
Games. Have and still am running about eight to ten bus trips a year
to Candlestick to see the San Francisco Giants.

We are a baseball family, my three sons all played in Little League,
Pony league, Babe Ruth League, Legion and at College. Frank played for
Jerry Tresca and the Cannery Union for several seasons. My wife kept
score, was lead Scorekeeper for the teams and our sons helped their
ygunger brother in Little League. All of us love baseball and always
will.
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LOU VEZILICH

Lou Vezilich, an Alameda High School lad, which spawned such major
leaguers as Dkck Bartell and Johnny Vergez, first came to Sacramento
in 1936 when he was fzmmed out by the St. Louis “ardinals. He was
an instant hit with the local fans with his speed afoot and his poter
bat. Additionally, he possessed a better than average thorowningarm
The records books can attest to that as he is listed as holding the
record for one game with six outfield assists back in 1937.

He played left field for the two years which he spent with the clul
He was drafted by St. Louis in 1938, but they never did use him as a
major leaguer. Whileé here he batted over .300. In 1937 the local
JugoSlavian colony honored him with a night in his honor. Among the
many gifts was a $110 Hamilton wristwatch which still adords his lef:
wrist.

Before retiring Lou played with San Diego, Fort Worth, Rochester.
He also managed a team in the Par West Loague, One of the players o
the club was Bert Bonomi. Lou now lives in OQakland.
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ELTON "LEFTY" ROGERS
Lefty served his apprenticeship In the 9 o'clock and 11 o'clock
leagues beofr he hit the big time the Natiinnal Division of the Sac~
ramento Winter League.

He played for Gene Hughes, both as a plitcher and an outfielder;
as a pitcher for Dante Cludb and an all-purpose player with Dick Lrabb
fainters Union, then to his greatest glory with Lou Bordisso and his
Matts club for a 10 ye=r period.

While in the service for 39 months Rogers played in the European
Thanter with 8iyth Division.

I§ 1934 he was on the Sacramento Junior College basedball sguad
as athe only left handed pitcher on a staff of 10 slabsters.

Rogers spent most of adult life as a policeman and a detective or

the Sacramento Police Force.
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