1965 La Salle Club Baseball HALL OF FAME

‘BIG’ BILL JAMES;
JIMMY LANE CB
MANUEL PETRALI

CAPT. BILL RYAN cB



Near Vince:

As you probably kmow I was born in Jowa Hill, Placer County and played
my first ball with the Iowa [lill Wideawakes,
We moved to Uroville in 1004 where 1 played ball while in school and
whike in iigh School pitched a game against Sacramento iigh and lost
1-0. Lloyd Snook pitched for Sacramento-no ruan no hit. SHome of the
fellows on his «lub were Joe Gideon, Lester Lheehan, i inger lirwenwood
and Brick Eldred.
Also while at lligh School 1 pitched for [lamwonton,a little dredging town
out of larysville, where BEmmett Hchofield was the Manager. Later he got
me a contract with Lealtle .lorthwestern lLeague in 1811,
When out of lligh school [ attended It Marys College on a scholarship.
Hubert "Dutch” Leonard and Luke Glavanich were 2lso two of the pitchers,
I spent more time going to ball games than I did at school. After my
father found this out he was very unhappy but finally ¢ onsented to mny
signing a conlract with Seattle. lle gave me 350.0) to get back home on.
I made up my mind then that I would mae good for hiw if nothing else.

! had a very good year after losing the first three games. | won 29
games, al one time [ had 1¢ straight wins.

In 1912 I was sold to iHoston alsong with lert Whaling a catcher, for
$2,000.00. aat was considered good money in those 2ays. I was named
second choice pitcher after "Hub" Perdue. The first time | pitched
for loston was against New York as a2 relief and lost in ten innings.
Then I won three- 4-0, 1-0, and 2-1.

[ am sare you have the rest of m, ecareer, if anythiung is needed Just
let me <mow. | mean in the lig League.

As you know I was with the Coast lLeague (Oakland and Sacramento.
I joined Sacramento as a coacli in 1921. Charles Pick was manager

thut year and Suddy Ryan the next year.

Later | managed and played with the Sacramento valley Leacue. ‘olusa,
Uroville and Chico. We had some good years in baseball.

I don't know if this &8 of interest but in 1948 [ was awarded the
Helms Athletic Foundation award as Athlete of the year for 1914 for
California.

Again I will say if 1 can help you further, let me
kiow,

¥here could i call yon?

Tours very truly,

6273 S

K. L. "Bi¥i" James
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SHORRMIEITTO BUSHERS i Baschall Players Assaciation

MANUEL PETRALI, Sec-Treas.

g 10 017 BROADWAY
> Atd Pt
January 18 1965 SACRAMENTO 20, CALIFORNIA

Phone GL 61693
Hello Vince:

Thank you for the invitation to be present at the La Salle
night on Feb, llth. I have not missed one since thev started but I will
be very pleased to be there this year,

In 1913 the Methodist Church on 33rd.St, & Lth, Ave, were organiz-—
ing what T believe was one of the first Boy Scout Groups in Sacramento
and they started a league for youngsters too. They asked to play with
them and I started out as a catcher. I have played continually until
1963 when I developed nicotine poisoning in my blood stream and it ef-
fected my legs and had to finaly hang them up.

I played in the county league from 1922 to 1937 and in the forties
I played several seasons in the rural and county learues.

T

Wwhen Tony Xing passed away in 19.7,T took over the Klumpp's Girls
team and won the pennant in their league in 1947,1948 & 19,9 and they
did not lose a game in all those vears.

In 1919 I played my first game in Folsom Prison with the S.P.Ap-
prentis team and played up there at least once a vear until 19543,

T rlayed soft ball for almost as many vears,both indoor and out-
door,

I sure have many memories of my plaving davys.

Yours;



Sacramento Calif.
January I965

7incent F. Stanich
P.0. Box 2471
Sacramento Calif,

Desmr Vince:
Iwill be very happy to receive a La Salle award at the annual

"OT,D TIVNERS NIGHT" on Feb. ITTH.Iwant to thank wou and the committee for choos
me for this honor.

Eere are some of the high lights of my life.

Iwas born July 6 IS84 at ISII-5th St. Sacramento foetween 0&P Strees), at
that time the heart of the city,las educated 2t The Christian Brothers School

at T27H¥ K Streets.

July 1900 went to work in the Rolling Mills for The Southern Pacific Co.
December 23 IGI3 went to work as a guard at Folsom Prison. Ve worked I2 hour
a day, no days off for §75.00 & month , If hurt in the line of duty you palid
your own hospital bill..

April 20 I920 Iwas assigned as mail censor for incoming and outgoing mail ,
(inmate maild

June 1924 Clarence Larkin was appointed Captain and I was appointed Liohéumi
Lieutenant, We were very good friends and got along very well.

1927 Thanksgiving Day . We had a riot at the prison. There was a2 45 automa
vistol smuggled into the prison =and the inmate that smiggled it in fame wa:
Ryan. There was & movie picture in the school that A.M.and the riotérs grab
an officer and used him as a hostagead and they triédto force their way in¥
the administration building. The officer at the outer door refused to open

They wht back to the school where they killed one of the guards and injured
four others , then the officers surrounding the vuilding started shooting a
in a short while I3 inmates were ¥illed and many injured, There were many 8
fired during the day and night, next morning about 7330 I was in the Captai
office and the ielephone rang it was one of the inmates he stated that if I
come to the cell block alone they would give me the gun . I asked to whom am
I telking %He said never mind , I'K a friend of yours. The building was surr
ed by armed guards. I told the gatekeeper I was going into the cellblock, if
was picked up as ahostageand they tried to come out the gate for him to get

and not to open the gate. I went up to the end of the cellblock where the ri
were holed up , The leader asked me who is with you?I told him I was alone
They looked arouhd the corridors and they saw I was alone so they said stay
where you are and dor move. The leader went up to one of the cells and brou
down the gun. I said where is the ammunition? He seid get the gur out of her
and come back alone. They watiched me going and coming. He went up to the cel
and brought down a hat with 150 rounds of live ammunition that ended the

Thanksgiving Day Riot.
1956 CAptain Larkin was appointed warden and 1 was appointed gaptain.

September IG I937 Wardeh Larkin was holding interviews in my office , sudds
we were overpowered by sceven inmates sraed with nives and two phony guns

we were subdued after a short battle and our hands were tied behind our bacl
mwo inmates led the warden out of the office with knives at each side of hi:
throat, T™wo inmates led me out under the same circumstances, After we got o
the office the tower guards started shooting, mh einmate on thee Wardens le:
ggs sggt thro¥§h the head, The inmate on m right was shot through the shoul
They ew by is time they couldnt get outso ihey started stabbing bothof 1

OVER



a 30-30Q creased my skull and I received IT skdb wounds the warden alse
received many stab wounds , I was left on the ground for dead, I was taken up
to the prison Hospital and my good friend Dr Proctor Day worked on me and the;
transferred me the next A M, to Mercy Hospital and with the good care I receive
,I walked out of the hospital the 20TH OF Octerber and rested at home for two
weeks then went back %o work and started in where I had left off on the dayof
the attempted break.

&n 1944 Iwas appointed Associate Warden in charge of custody by Warden Robert
Heinze. We worked together for II years until my retirement in I9%54. We were
very good friends .

In closing I wish to thank you for past favors and want to
wish you the best of every thing,

sincerely .
Bill Ryan

(\7 (dd /{ /\7‘3 )
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