1990 La Salle Club Baseball Hall Of Fame Nominees

GEORGE ANDROVICH: See Attached
BILL BALAKIN; See Attaced

BILL CHRISTIE; See attached.

CLAY DALRYMPLE; See Attached.
TONEY KOESTER See Attached.

JOHN PARINO; See Attached.

SAM POWELL; See Attached.

AL SACCANI; See Attached.

EDDIE SAMCOFF; See Attached.

NED SHEEHAN; See Attached. CB Grad



GEORGE ANDROVICH

Although George was adept in Soccer, Baseball, Bssketbsll and football,
it was in the art of umpiring that he made his mark on the loecal sports
scene.

Sorn in Sacramento, he is one of the very few left from the old St.
Stephen's School, which was lcecated at 3rd and 0 Street,

After his playing days were over Androvich conecentrated on m&naging man
of the local teams, It was, while managing baseball that he lef the
Acme Trsnsfer Company to & championship in 1936. With the YMI he en-
tered the spoftball competition at the World's Fair meet that he brough
home snother championhip.

He then entered the umpdring field, performing in Sscramento Winter
League Placer-Nevada Lea ue, American Legion, high school, college and
Pacific Coast League.

In the soft bsll field he managed YMI state soft ball tournament in
1939.

George organized Northern California Unmpiring Associttion and taught
ungiring at the City Recreation Separtment. He also had & stint Be

a sports commentator on Thursday night on KFBK.

o



BILL BAILAKIN

The other Russian on the Hall of Fame list is Billy Balakin. Like his
contemporary, bBEddie Samcoff, he, too, graduated from Bryte, Elementary
and Woodland High School. Instead of persuing the professional route
Balakin engage in youth baseball, spending time in the Legion ranks an
later with Woodland Osks in the Sescramento Sesm Valley Lesgue in the
early 40's... He did play basketball and mmslx focotbszll al Woodland H
He plagyed "fast pitch" softball with Western Pacific.f?LiZgl.i; the
Sacramento County League with Florin and Rio Vists...

In the Winter League he played for YJreamland Dance, Manuel Joseph,
Bryte Spot, Matt's Draying eand Southside Legion.

Spent 18 years in Yougly baseball from 1958 to 1976, managing in little
Senior Leapgue..Also in Sonny Davey League in Sacramento winning four
cchampionships, 1971 and 1974.

Received Man of the Year honors for District #6 at 11th Annual Father
Sons banquet by NCBBA in 1972 in Sgcramento Area Yough Baseball and

the Sryte & Broderick atea,



BILL CHRISTIE

A Ixfk life long resident of Sacramento Christie spent most of his time
playing basketball and baseball with the Golden ~tates. 8He graduated
from Sacramento High School, playing lst Base on the ig;ﬁ club...
vhile performing in the Sacramento Winter League he piiggzgna with
Argonaut Liquors, Julius Haberdashers, Golden State and Carmichael.

In professicnal base tnll he spent onfyear with Visalia in the “tate
leapgue., . .He did sign with the Chicago Cubs. George Lial was the scout
who recommended him.

He played center and guard with Golden State on three city championshiy

He spent a total 10 years, 1940 to 1950 in local baseball competitidn.
He spent much tjme in beseball as a mere xix child. Serving as
mascot for Chinn-Beretta, a top c¢lub in the Sacramento Winter

Leapgue.

L coincidence...Bill is a brother-in-law to Ned Cheehan, who, too

is being inducted into the La Salle Hall of i'sme.



CLAY DALRYMPLE

One of the old Sscramento Sclons management greatest accomplish
Chico catcher

ments is the xxxsead signinngr/01ay Delrymple to & professioansl basebs
contract back in 1957 and ultimate selling of the accurate throwing you
ster to the Philadelphia rhillies in 1960. He spent nine yesrs with t
club befcre he closed out his basebzall career with Baltimore Orioles,
in 1971, consecutive

While wih that c¢lub he held a record number of/628 ercgrless
chanceswithcut an error. CQCutstarding achievements in the Rstional Div-
ision was bresking up Juan Merichal's no hitter in the seventh inning
when the young pitcher was debutting for the Giants.

his batting

Also in the hitting department was/1.000/in World Series, when
he collected two hits in &s msany trips to the plate., The twoc safeties
were off of Nolan Ryan and Tom Seaver in 1969 World Series against the
Kew York Mets.

Dalrymple was a power hitter from the left hand side of the plat
collecting 55 home runs during his career.

Extra curricularly, Clayx did some footdball playing with Chico
High, but it was all bsseball when he attended Chico State from whence

he was signed to a Sscramento Solon contract by Dave Kelley. Kelley al

engeneered Clay's sale to the major leagues...



TONY KOESTELR

Those who appreciate Tony Kocster could be the meny old timers
in our midstmr...low 86 years of age, Tony can recount meny facets of
his long and illustrius career as & broadcaster with the KBK Raddo
Station, He first came to KFBK to beccme the play-by-pla? announer
for the Sacramento Scolons for its home and ro:d games...That was in
1937. He retired in 1968 and ggain in 1974..After his third re-
tirement in 1980, Tony continuing on in his chosen field. He is still
free lancing in Oroville.

He specifically broadcast baseball from 1938 teo 1956...
Now we will turn the Mike over to Tony sco he can give Yyou

some first hand information a&bout his career....



JOHN PARINO

A classic second racker was Parino, who persued that one positon during

his entire career in high school, college, semi-pro and pooffesional

baseball,

He fiavored football and basebzll in high school and ccllege, performing

at Sscramento High and then with Oregon State and University of the

Pacific.

While in the Sacramento Winter League he performed for six championship

clubs, winding up with the Carmichael Fireman for the 1946 season,

when that c¢lub went back to Wichita to win the International Championsh

xk That same yesr, 1946, he was ncted The Most Vsluable Player in in
batting

the Sacramento County League; he also won that County League/championsh

#in 1946...He xXmxxx was voted the top second sacker with Marghall and

Longview Taxas in the East Toxas League in 1947, 1948 anad 1949.



SAMMY POWELL

cammy was born in VWiggen, England, after the turn of the century...
That makes Powell about 87 years of age. However,  Sammy dis & piker
in the family when itm comes to lopgevity. His mother was 108 years
o1d when she died here in Sscpamento in 198L.His oldest sister here

baby
in Sscramento is 91; ‘@nother in Esparto is 99..The Xxkixs sister is

77 -

Fo
The famiEly left England in 1911. Theyx tried, book passage on the Titanic
which was set for her maiden voysbe in April, 1912, but it was over-
sold, and the Powell f=mily hed to =ettle for a tugboat by the name
Letke Manitoba and it took 17 days to cross the atlantic to Quebec.
The Broup were bomoaning the faect that they could not go first class
on the Titanic. History will tell us theat the Titanic was sunk in
April, 1912, just a year after the ﬁowell;were ensconced in their new
home.in Canadea.

Sem's dad worked for the Canadian Pacific, but he wanted his family
to 1live in the United S:tates. After a couple of moves, Sam found him-
self in Portlsnd, Oregon, where he took up tc learn the Machinits trade.
It gave him an opportunity to join the U. 5. Kax Air Force, where he
spent three years., Sam was & natursl born athlete and he took up the
geme of bsseball as well as getting his licks in with scccer.

When he joined his oldest sister in Sacramento, Ssammy made a few trip

A3 A Sfthatbsir

to WillogSto play@p for that town teaqdin the Sacramento Valley Lwague.

He slso hooked up the Western Pacific soccer team, after gelting a brief
tryout. He played center forward for three years and then moved to the

position of goal tender, when he began to slow up. The last team he play
<

ety S

with was Milwaukee;which wes sponsored by Al Saccani.
Powell moved info down i town Sacramente opening a malt shop at Bth
\
and Ksy. Hezgggﬁéd one of the first bars in “acrsmento when prohibitien
was repealed, Vhen the war broke out Sammy sold his bar and moved into

NorthrSacrementoe where he as been operating ever since. He served on th



City Counsil from 1952 to 1956.
Manacer of North Sascramento Chamber of Commerce, 1957-1960
L special award given in recogniation of outstnding dedication
to the sport: of softball in ~acraiento Area.
Founder of baseball in North ~acramento..Acquistion of Dixiednne

field in Worth Sacramento. 't 5 ovvig Eoldey mdie s
Ppvyes by



AL SACCAN

A successful beer distributing business provided Al Saccani with the
T aans
wherewithal to sponsor more athletic -edsmbs than anyone in the history of

Secramento.
Not only déid he bankroll a record number of clubs, but he also provid

w'J ;— 14
his fcllowers,many championships in basebsll, scftball, basketball and

f
scccer. A toéal X of 17 championship trophies pgrace the shelves at Saccan
place of business at S5th and First Avenue.

His foftball clubs were the most successful with a totsl 325 wins and
45 losses in iégi a aeven-jear period. 51 wins in 1957; 73 wins i£¢%9
36 vieteories in 1960 were his heaviest yesars,

Al was born in Pennsylvania in 190, He ceme west in 1922, after
learning the auto mechanics business. He was a Buick specialist and he
plied his trade between Sacramente and San Xassn Frsncisco and finslly
settled in Sacramento in 1932. He scld near beer at the outse@dt and when

#o legalized beer
prohibition was repeaied in 1933, Seccani was allsetup to gox His biggest
winner was Burgermeister for a num er of yesrs.

In today's market Al stocks more than 100 labels of imported beer.

He has encugh volume to maintain two semis, hsuling thousands of cases
beer from the southern part of the state to Orezon and Washington, #e waos
THe FFresd Fo Poltgtineg Buwpe consas Fo~ Sosieh boammie oy Valenosrdl .

Saccani did not compete in baseball to a great extent, but when he did
he delegated Joe Frates to lead his clubs, Hal Hsrney was the genetal man
zger of his scftball clubs. Saecani éﬁ%’s;onsored Womens slow pitche and
Women's soccer, In the 50's Saccani sponsored an lce hockey team. In the
late 50's his scftball tesm went to Clearwater, Florida tc compete for the

fast ball softball championship. He lost in the finals to Haybestos.
In the early 60's, he sponsored a Women's bowling team. #lthough Al was
not athletiecally inclined, he did have four sons who were adept in footbsal
His oldes{ the late Hichard, excelled as & bscklield men atl Lowell High

Toloyse G nee
School in S. F. as did his son Don. GarxAstarred with McClatchy 1964, fin



o et ) e e
ishing as an-all star quarterback on Coach George Bican's team. Gary,
a versatile athletic, also played defensive back. He was given a full
football scholarship at Stenford, but a leg injury cut his career short

AL
The greater Sscramento Softball Assn henored, s in 1978 fof his ded-

A

Weg K [rer
Tonight we are honoring Al for his deseesiies @ the youth of Sac-
+No
remento for the spomsoring of the many clubs in this area,

jcation to the sport ol scftball,



Eddie Samcoff

Eddie Samcoffl, is one of two Russian youngsters who .ﬁz being
inducted tc the La Salle Hall of Fame this evening. The other is Billy
Balskin and they both hail from the other side of the river in Yolo
Countye.

Samcoff was an infielder, playing mostly as a sec.nd baseban.
He spont five yerrs in pro ball and when that phase of his caeeer was
ended he concluded it with a ajgzﬁﬂgzéézcess in the Sacramento Winter
League with 15 years under his belt.

He was very skillful as a minor leaguer and he was good enoughk
to crash intc the major leapgues where he played four gsmes with the
Philedelphia Athletic in 1951. He started his playingﬁﬁtodland High
School and later with Sacramento Jukior College. As he reached the
college level he was good enourh to spend several years with the Matt
Drayers .,mREXX

Ugring his playing days in the Sacramento Winteqe League he also
played m# during the summer with the “tokkton Ports, which won 26 straij
games back 13735u7. He was named "Player of the "Year" and sold tc the
Qskland Qaks in the Pacific Cosst League. He was shunted on the Bremert
Char3eston, S. C. Sioux City, Iowa and then on to the Athletics and fin.
ally with the Memphis Chcks in 1951

HEe won the batting title with Julius im with & .}J90 average.
B« was named the California State League player of the yearx in 1¢
In 1986 he was elected to the Northern California 0ld *imers

Hall of Fame at Marysville...Xx Tonight it is the La Salle Hall o

Fame ., «



NED SHESHAN

Although he hes been a native of Boise, Idaho for the past
40 years, Ned was born here in Sacramento...lLike many Catholic youngste
he attendéd and graduszted from Christian brothers High School. He went
on to attend Santa &lara University. He captured four letters in base
ball at Christian Brothers.
gu,iqxgcq

Baseball was the only sport that he engaged in...He wasA?igned by tl
New York Yankees in 1936 and finslly got to play w<@@¥ professional bas¢
ball 10 years later,

He was an outstanding outfielder during his entire career playing i:
the Thrre-Eye League, Piedmont League and with Boise, Idaho in the
?ioneer Loague,

It was while finishing his career that he amassed a few records
for which he was proud...By batting in 109 runs in 123 games with Boise
and 104 runs emsk in 120 games with the same team in 1950, Ned led the
same league in doubles in 19,9 with @@ 39. Ned spent over four years
with the U. S. Air Force.

The trip to Sacramento for tonight's Hall of Fmme dinner is scrt of

a home coming for xkx Ned.



