LA SALLE CLUB

1987 BASEBALL HALI, OF FAME

LA SALLE CLUB MEMBERS, OLD TIMERS
AND FRIENDS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

THE
36TH ANNUAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME
BANQUET ON
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1987
SOCIAL HOUR - 6:00 P.M.
CAI'ETERIA
CHRISTIAN BROTUHERS HIGH SCIHOOL

4315 SACRAMENTO BOULEVARD

$8.00 PER PERSON
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GENE BROCKER

top light catcher
Gene/is a Marysville native allx the way. Through high school, his baseba

playing days it was all marysville. His entire business career was spent
in Harysville where he collaborated with Victor Pitts in the operation of
the Lagles Nest, a watering spa which has been the ztap;ing off place for
those who have been befriended by the likable B.ocker.

Most of baseball days were spent with the Marysville Giants as their
premier catcher. However, during his glory days he did get in come playir
in the progessional ranks...when signed by the SF Seals in 1947, he was
farmed out to Salt Lake Bees where he spent two years., He was voted the

popular in 1947
most XxImxkxIe player/ixxx9k¥ and in the following year he was voted the
ﬁzizable player. In 1649 he finished up with the Seals and was & member
of the club when they made their first good will trip to Japan. DBrocker
caught all 11 games in the barnstorming tour...Seals won 10 of them.

Brocker was with the “olons in 1650 and 1951..:He finished up his pro
careerzxrerr with the Amarillo Gold Sox. He then came bak o the semi-

pros to fimx conclude his career with the Marysville (Gaiants where he ended

up &s the club's manager.



WORMAN COAD

Norman Coad could be classed as one of Sacramento's pitching grests. He
first showed his skills on the mound by pitchéng for w~acramento High ~cho
in 1934 and 1935, He helped the local high school wih the northern Ca if
Chempionship in 1934...While still in high school, Coad pitched for yhe
Julius Style Shop to several pennants from 1936vto 1942. He did a brief
atint with the “an frandisco Seals in 1935.
fter he left the loeal bush scene Coad pitched for the Marzsville Giants

in the Sacrsmento Valley League. He continued on in the promotion of bas
ball even after he could not continue on as a compeotitor. )
He became active in Little League where he spent 35byears ’LX promotég tha
type of competition, plus 10 years as a district administrator.
His extra-curricular work did not go unnoticed as he was given two resolu
tiona from the “tate Assembly; twoxresolutions from the City Youncil and
a resolutkon from the Board of “upervisots.

Coad retired from his position as manager of the ~xecutive Airpert on
March 1, 1986, after serving in the poat for LO years.

He capped it off by serving as Vice presi'ent of the Valifornia Assn

of Airport Executives, He has four grown children, 2 sons and 2 daughte:

ﬁ/z,«, /El(‘p Iz




VIRGIL PARNSWORTE o /FD
Virgil was a catcher during careeg in s%bdti;; irst, with the Yolus:

?rune Pickers after finishing his sidint xxxaxx Colusa High School.

His caree started in earnest after he graduated from high achool in
1925 when he Joined up with Mickey Sheders group who usually played

in the Arizona-State League. ffter failing to make the grade Virgil
came back to Coluss for three years and then joining the Army Air Forc
prior to World War 2. EHe played with the Air Forece club all during th
war® and then to McVlellan Air Force base for a six year prior. He wa
called up for the Korean confliet from 1951 to 1953. He played for
the “olfax club in the P-N League for two seasons and then back to his
first love with ¥cClellsn from 1955 to 1962, where he managed the club.
He then coached and managed Post 61 in the Junktor Legion comptetiton.
He later became commisioner of Legion ball,

He became active in Sacramento Bushers Baseball Assn and later helped
Kettle Wirts in coaching the annual Sacramento Bee Baseball clinie.
After a stint as an unpire, Farnsworth became active in Little League
baseball.

Farnsworth has already been inducted into the Northn California Bports

Associrtion Hall of Fame,



WAYNE HANS COM

Hanscom hailed from the middle west, but found his way into Sacremento
back in 1942 when his employer the A. C. Nielsen Marketing Reeearch Com
pany transferred him from Chicego. He spent éﬁ;;:rbeautifful years her
until he was transferred back to Chicoe. 7

The period spent locally was ve 'y fruitfulzg; the plgy ing field. He ff
xkx EkeR Asked the Julius Style Shop for a tryout and Dieck Crabbe, the
club's manager, installed him ast first base where he was sn instant hi
as & high calibered ball player.

He played with Julius from 1942 to 1985...50ome of his teamamtees wer
Joe Borich, Gil Erbeno, Frank “atoni, Ernie Bertolotti, Joe Weir, Wally
Turpen and Joe Pedone.

He next joined Muir-Acme in 1645 and that club won a championship.
Some of tye players with him were Paul Bowa, 3illy kico, Joe Duarte,
Ronnie King, Leo Visintsiner. Billy fico =i gned him for his Carmichsale
Rireman in 1946 and he was (')m;fo/.? u';?f\gmup to make thr trip to Wichita
to bring back  the Intler atiﬁn&i”chaﬁpionship in Semi-Pro ball.

With North Sacramefito th;t winter and then in 1947-48 he played for
the “outhside Legion who won the championship with the following ball
players playing & key role: John Parino, Izzle “mith, Eddie Samcoff,
Gus ~tathos, Russ Knight, “ennie Salas, Bill Derazio, Warner and Palaki;

The following two years, Hanscom moved over with Leu Bordiszso when t)
latter teok over lMatt's and won two successive championships. Eansoom?.
record in the i;iyears he played locally was to be & member of eight
championship's club.

Hapnscom was happy to fly here tonight from Glenview, Illinois, where

he is now residing. He is locking forward spending s few hours with hi.:

many tesmmates who still reside locally.



LARRY MANUIAN

Larry'slcareor in baseball is a unisue one...Here he 1s befng inducted int
the La “alle Hall of Feme...This honoe is usually bestowed upon & retired
ball player...But Larry is still active in baseball as & player with the
Sacramento Smokies, performing for the 3ast 2L yoars with this very colort
ball club. Larry is also the manager of the eludb and he always busy makir
upx a very ambitiom scheudle which takes his club away from Sacramento fol
a period of two weeks on some oceasions. His c¢lub is well known in the
Rocky Mountain Area and in the northern part of California...Although no
officialr records are available, it is safe to assume that Larry's Leam hi
account for more than 400 victories.

In that period Larry claims about LOO RBI's...

Larry played with “hristian Bros. Eigh “chool, fresno State “ollege and
in the Army in the European Theaterin 1944,

Preféssionally, Larry plsyed with Jnoxville Smokies where he batted ,333.
He had & brief stay with the SF Seals in 1940 where he broke his hand
Brior to géing into pro ball he was a member of the Manhart Legion Post
Club in %$x when that club won the state championship after winning 26
ztraight ball games, During that skein Larry batted .L&O. Iarry also
played a little football with the US Awmy wheh his unit was training in

Georgia prior to going overseas.



JOE MASI1

Joe Masi was a powerfully built catcher much on the lines of Ernie Lombe
When he had served his apprenticeship in high scheool he was in demamd by
of the the manegers in the National Vivision of the “acrsmento Winter
Losgue and that is the compeition which he enjoyed. Baseball was his s
form of recreation and he was at ease behind the plate with the rifle
arm which very few players cn the base paths would challenge.

He gradusted from Sascramento EHigh School in 1933. While £til1l in high
sehool he cavorted with the Manhart League post 1n 1931 and 1932.

In the top division he performed with Julius, Muir A. C. Thomas Black C:
and *~arrell Ygvern.

After his playing days were over Masi continued on managing Little Leag:
trams and later on he shoed his expertise with youngsters in the DBade

Ruth compeitione.



BUDDY PETERSON as shortstop

Buddy, who played but one positonf/in/his years of baseball, spent his
prep years at Lincoln EHEigh “ch ol in Portland, Oregon...then it was

off to professiocnal baseball fpr 17 years, spending 10 years xxxEXmlsym
in Triple A and seven years of winter league dball in the Caribiean,
South America and Mexico ax® In Jspan where he spent three years making
it as an sll star. He was a ‘oast League All-star in 1953, 57, 58, 59
and 1960...The teams ke performed with in the States were with San Yieg:
Chicago Wnite ~ox, Vancouver in the AAA and with the Paltimore Oricles
He was the manager of the year in the Appalachian League in 1966.

Then in settled in ~acrasmento aend now is a full fledged citi-en in our

C&oéﬁgoo»q{r



JOHN RAKELA

Rakela's career on the local lots was spent in the lower divisions wher
he excelled as a right handed pitcher.

He did his most important bit of performing én the Sacramento High Sche
and later with the facramento Junior College where he concluded his
schooling in 1935, That year he was offered & contract with the St.
Louis Cardinel farm system, but he fcund it unacceptable.

Teams he played with were Foster & Kleiser; Herman's Barber ~hop; helpe
St. Mary's Church win the 1936 Twilight lLeague Championship. After his
playing days were over Rakela Coached East Sacramento Little League fo:
16 years ...During that period helped build two majgiﬁgg:gue baseball
diamonds and later assisted in the constuction of a Senior League bsase-
ball diamond.

Was Commiszionar of Big League baseball Distriet #7 in 1968 sand 1966,

¥as & member of the group which arranged for the “estern Finals for

Big League Championshipx held here in Sacramento.



i1l Tavlor
- - a—

Tall, left handed pitcher

Wam born in Sacranento :nd atiended Christian rothers and Sacranmento Zigh School...
W/ DL AE atabr
He made tha varsit the baze lall teams at both schools, gradusting from Sac

H . n Yy ot

ez ot 193 A :

...gll .l 4 6. ”KJ’J ;

- “., 2 b 5 . -:1&- r-r.qL e . t;)
he A nto Winter where he played for Al's Haterdashry, Painters Union andg

Biack o /y
fene Hughes. Rill indicated that he was the first walk ball player f.wfm,

Netional Divis]

:]'l?/;"xl:‘l ".’"On L“ t ‘u‘- ’“:; 0 wacYamel tl()o
Just prior to the war, =_.;. lor ..oé: $o Loz Angeles where he atiended Pasadena J.
and Loyola Univers . tVees

o=
After a sf.in*' four years in the service, Taylor returned to Las Ange

the L. A. ¥ire Jepartment where he worked until his wife passed away in 1963...

That was the signal for him to return to “acracmento where he went to work £ r the

CB LR Y Lo fonme 1w 1973

Wi ax

Taylor played l::LE!“lll the Place-llevada League under Fred Sclroeder 72 I\/

1935



GEORGE VALINE

A complete bred Sacramentan Valine wemnt to Cathedral Parish, William Land,
Sacramento High “chool and ~acramento Junkor College.
He was busy performing in the Sacraento Winter League when Jey Kelchner,
St. Louis “ardinal scott spotted him and got him under conteact to a Sardi
back in 1938,

contract...is the vacramento volons was a farm club of the “ardisnals duri:
that period, it was safe to assume that he would ecvenutally take over the
second base spot after he was served inthe low minors.

Houstoh in the
However, that never did come about, although did make it kmxxhkx Texas Leag
in ;gt; after playing one year with Springfield, Mo. Later, Valine drifte
to Bakersfield in the Valifornia State league as a shortstop. He bowed ou
of professional ball after spedning two years with “pokeanein the "estern
Internationa League with “poksne.
Although he no longer played baseball professionally after xmx 1950 he was
goo® enough to played in the _scramento Valley League where he performed
with the Colusa Prune Pickers from 1951 to 1955.
In sdditon to his baseball skills, Valine was also the city champion in
tgble tennis for several years and he has a mantle full of trophies to

shop for it.



JOEN VUECVICE, SR

In the early 30's we inherited a youngster by the name of Uohnny Vukovi
from Jackson. Then that young outfielder gradusted from Jackson Eigh
School in 1930 he matriculated at Sacramento Junior College Prior to hi
entrance to University of “Yslifornia at Berkeley.

He lttered in both =chcols and was ready for the competiton which was
funished him on the lots of Sacramento. He spent most of his semi-pro
days with Kimball Upson in the _acramento Winter League. Later when he
no longer qualify as a journeyman ball played he affiliated himself wit
the old timers who performed for the ~scramento Liquor Company.

He later identified himself with Pony League and Little League basebs
in Sutter Creek where he now makes his home. He later umpired and much
later helped to organize the Beosters “lub at “mador High School.
Beong & UC graduated, he finally made it as a 50 year member of the
Big "C" Soclety.

This may come as a surprise to many but it's poss ble that his son,

John, Jr., may be the next manager of the Chicego Cubs.



BILL XXR WRIGHT

When "Big" Bill Wright first started to wield the bat as a high school
player many could envision a Goliath in the field of baseball...This
youngster had great power and when he graduated from Sacramento High
School he could pick any college he wished to go to. He accepted a
baseball scholarship with “t. Mary's College in 1937 and he stayed
until he graduated in 1940, He signed a pro contract immediately and
reported to Danville, Virginia in the spring of 1940 where he stayed
for one year, Then he moved on to Yancouver for two years, #fter a
four years respite @uaring the war, Wright reported brieflyxto Los An-
geles,,.The last rwo years of his pro career was spent with Epokane,
in the Western International League where he covered the outfield.

His outstanding achéevement in baseball was hitting & grand cl am the
first time he pitbch hit in pro ball.

While with Vancouver Wright was voted the most valuable player in 1942
Wright came back to play with the Marysbille Gisnts in 1950 and 1951.
He closed out his career with Yolusa in the Sacramento Valley Leagwe

from 1952 to 1955.



MILTON D. THOMAS

Thomas' baseball career as a catcher spanned 18 years from 1923 to 1940,
He started with Harkness Junior Eigh and later with “acramente High,fxw
He graduated in 1925 and then embarked upon an ambitious career which
included playing in the sacraento “inter Lesgue with Julius, Painters
Union, Ed ~“ell “tarts, Nevis-Carnie, Yan *assels, Kimball Upson and
Heeseman Clothiers. During the summer he performed with Chico, Colusa
and Yoodland.

A small part os his career was spent with Oskland in the PCL; bakersfie;
in the “alifornia State League; S. F. Seals in the PCL. In 1931 he call
it gquits in the pro ranks by performing with McCcook in thex Nebraska
State League.

He never did have any problem lining up with a club in the local leagues:
as he possessed a "rifle Arm" with most of the baseball managers seeking

him as their No. 1 receiver.



