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THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS TRADITION

Th Institute of the Brothees of the Christian Schools, commonly called the Christian Grothers,
was founded in 1680 in tha clty of Reims in France by St John Baptist de 1a Salle. All of tha
members of tha congregation dre Brothers devoted exclusively to the wark of Clivistian cducation.
As Brothers, these men are not priests and do not engage in the ministrics proper fo the ordaned
clergy. The Brothers do take vows and lry in avery vy %0 keep alive the spirt of brotherhood
amenyg themselves and In refationships with thair students.

Artne time of their founcation, the Brothers devatad themselves in a spacial vaay 1o the fask of
providing @ sound education for the children of the artisans and the poor who otharwise woukd
Nave boeen laft without any formal education at all, De La Salle and the early Brothars pionaered in
many educational praclices that are taken for granted today: simuitancous mistruction, Instruction
given in e vernacular rather tan Lalin, special attention 1 the skills of reading and writing,
insistence on ragular attendance, classroam disciline and sound habits of mental and physical
hygisne.

Today the Brothers conduct secondary schools and universities in mast of the major American
cities and In over 80 countries around the world. They are stil imvolved, 2s they atways have been,
in parish schools and walfare institutions, and they have associated themselves mare and more
With devoted and talonted lay teachers who share thelr sense of mission and the Lasallian sparit,
Christian Brothers High Schoot has been oparated by the Brothers in Sacramento since 1876. The
present location on Martin Luther King, Jr. Bovlevard is its third site In the tily. Today marks the
one hunireg and thirty-first commencement for the schoal,

The variety of educational caterprises conducied by tha Broters, as well 2s the unitormity of
standargs and structures that charactenizes Amenican aducational institutions, makes 1t difficutt to
isoiate whatever it is that is distinctive about a school conducted by tha Brothers. Nevertheless,
llsmwwmmmdmmswﬁm.wmmmm.mmmccormtomﬂyola
Brothers' school.

The fast of thesa is sensithity 10 social issues. That is the reason that brought the Institute o
the Brothars into being in e first place. A second but nat & seconcary quality of the Brothers'
scheol i the Importance given to religus cducation that $akes inlo account the varying needs
and expesiences of the student. Thirdly, the Brothers' school is committed in 2 special way 0
excelience in taaching, The Brothers bring to & Scheal 2 sense of permanence, commitment,
and professional competenca in the entire teaching staff. A fourth characteristic Is an accent
0N quakty education. As 3 fifth element, the education glven in the Brothers’ school emphasizes
e practice of mcluding religlous values in aducation, The sixth characteristic is the moet subtle
of all, but something quite distinctive and very real, Tha Institute Is a Papal congregation and is
instinctively loyal to the Roman Catholic Church. Tha Brathers manage Eheir schools wilh a certain
ingapendence but respact the urisdiclion of the local Church authority. Thus they can idantify with
their lay collaagues, students and parants ang 0 understand better and support movements o
give laymen and laywomen a greater roie In the life of the Chureh,

The Brothers are well aware that many other Schools manifest certain of the sams characteristics
listod abave, but these six taken together seem to be the Dest vy 40 Coseride the ientity that the
community recognizes as the Brathers' school,
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