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Parish’s stained glass window of the Immaculate Conception is home again

By Nancy Westlund
Herald staff

Immaculatc. Conception Parish in
Sacramento has boca on something of a
scarch and reCovery mission.

The subject of the iwvesbgation was a
cirvolar stained plass window' depicting
the lnmnaculate Conception of Mary, The
window, installed over the maia altar, had
been donated along with the property on
which the church was built in 1916,

Its donors were James and Mary Coyle,
an Irshcouple who lived in a magaificent
two-story honw Jociated on 28th and Y
Steeets,

For wany pasishioners. the Immacolale
Concoplion window' soon became very
much the spirit of the church.

That was the casc for Lucha and
Charles Davis, who were marmicd i a
doublc wedding ceremony at Immaculate
Conception Chucch in 1959,

“You watked into the church and saw
the window," Luctia Davis sasd. "It kind

of deew us (o church.” 48
But in 1960 duting a remodehing of the
church, the window was pancled over 1a
order to install a cucifix, I remained hid-
den until it was discovered in the eardy

19803 by Father Dan Madigan, then pas-

tor of the pansh, when he was in the altic
OR A FEWinNg proxict,

Recogaizing “a Lreasure of a window”
when he saw if, Father Madigan had the
window brought down and placed in a
room sct aside for chwrch arifacts.

Deacoa Gerald Panly, pasish stewasd at
Imenaculate Conceplion, said when he first
artived as a pasishioncer at the chuech 41
YOArs apo, there were frequent CoRnents
ahout the missing Stained plass window.

“There were people here whe never
stopped lobbyieg 10 get that window
back.” he said.

Cyril Coyle was oue of these people.
He had. after all, grown up just one house
over from “the big house” wheee the win-

Continued on page 9

Longtime parishioners Luela and Chaeles Davis, above, were amond
those present for the rededication and blessing of an 88-year-old stalned
glass window at Immaculate Conception Church In Saccamento. At left, 2
1959 phetograph of their mansdage in the church reveals the stalhed alas




