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Consider the Christian Broth-
ors building project complele,
The cement has been laid, the
walls erectad and the roof fitted.

A depleted team just three
years age, the Falcons are now
ane of the best [n the Sac-Joaguin
Section, winning the Division I
championship with a 2-0 victory
over Ponderesa on Saturday at
Folsom High School.

St. Francis captured the Divi-
sion T crown with & 4-0 victory
over Stockton-S$¢ Mary's in the
second match of a doubleheader,

“This was indeod a tremen-
dous project,” said senior Leslie
Campbetl, a Christian Brothers
midftelder. "We dida’t have
Smch duoing my fresfunan year.
We put down the foundation my
sophomore year, (We) got the
framewark up last year, and this
year everything came together.”

What stands now Is a strong
girls sacoer program that many
belleve will be around for a
while.

Consider lourth-year Falcons
cocach Tony Perez the architect.
He not only lumed the program
around bur guided the Falcons o
their first girls socoer section titie
in school] history.

“Coach instilled in us @ greater
commitment and developed A
strong  connection within  the
team over the years,” sald Ma-
rina Baham, & junior striker. “In
my opinion, that was key."”

Campbell scored in the 28(h
minute, and Carla Vellutint
added another goal late in the sec-
ond half as the Falcons (20 2-1)
won theic 12th  consecutive
match and made up for & heart:
breaking 4-3 loss 1o Rocklin in
Ly first round of the playofls last
02300

More importantly, the Sictra
Valley Conference champions
won the rubber mawch ageinst
their leagwe tivals.,

Christian gyoers' 2-1 victory
on April 29 ended Pondeiosa's
14-game unbeateq streak, and
Saturday’s wivmph dethronad
the Brulns (15-2-3} as scciion
champicns,

+  “At the beginning of the Sea-

son, we wanted 0 get here,”
Perez said. “This seagson wasn's
about winning league. We did
that last year (the Falcons and
Panderosa were co-champions).
This year was about gelling into
the playolfs and winnfng 1 all,
and we accomplished our goal ~
Sodid St. Francis,

The Troubadours won their
seventh tide overall and fourth in
five years with a stellar perfor-
manee in handing the Rams
(29-1:2) cheir only Joss.

Alter emotlonal and physically
draining overtime victories aver
Folsom in the scmifinsle and
Davis 1n the gquarterfinals, both
of which ended in pepalty kicks,
Troubadours coach Zack Masters
wondered if his team had any-
thing left for the title match.

The Troubadours (18-2-3)
played focused, aggressively and
energized. They cutshor St
Mary's 24-6 and played stellar ge-
fense while senior Amanda
Sanchey controlled the midfield.

Karti# Ulan, Barbara Blocker,

Sadler and MeKenna-

Louise McKetty each scored as

the Troubadours avenged a 3-2

loss to the Rams on March 31 and

ended 1he scason unbeaten in
tnalr Jast 13 marches.

“1 tocally expoctod a tetdown,”
Masters sald. "Bul the way e
texm played today is a 1=slament
to the players' heart, characler
and reslliency, They played well,
proving why they are such a great
team.”

_And [or the second consecu-
tve seasan, the best,

In the other section champion-
ships, all played a1 Lincoln High
inSteckton: Sierra retained its Di-
vision [T champtonship with a
2-0 win ggainst Manteca, Hugh-
son beat Summerville 2-1 inover-
time in Division IV, and Modesro
Christian completed a 250 sea-
son with a 2-0 victory over de
fending sectlon champion Cen-
traf Catholic,

o I & B

1he Baw's Quuran Spears can be
reached at [916) 326 5517 or
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