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Land Park’s Mannie Viera reminisces on earl

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Land Park News writer
lance@valcomnews.cont

Editor’s note: This is part one of
@ two-part scrics about Sacra-
mento resdent Mannie Viera.

At 88 years old, Saccamen-
tos Manuel J. "Mannic” Vi-
era, Jr. has expetienced many
things in his life, including
growing up as the son of a
railroad worker,

Dad immigeated

While sitting inside his
home in Sacramento last
week, Mannie spoke about
his father, Portuguese im-
migrant Manuel ]. Viera, Sr,
(1892-1962).

"My dad came over (1o the
United States) from Fadal,
Portugal by himsclf when he
was about 12 years old and he
had a sign on him that {read),
'California, Sacranicnto,
and 2 loaf of French bread,”
satd Mannie. °I guess he had
enoigh moncy to travel (to
Saccamento) by train. When
he got here, he lived on the
coencr of 6th and U (streets),
right accoss fram Southside
Park. He never told me much
about that time. All [ know is
that from then he went on to
work at the (Southern Pacif-
ic).shops. He would go over
there and work on the engines
and stuff like that, And later
on when I got older, I went
to the werk for the railroad,
as well. So, I worked on Front
and | (streets) and bhe worked

Manvel ) Viem, 5S¢ stands bohindg the dar W his Southsade Pk ared duiniess, Vieras Alsca, in ths <,

wdandfed.

o‘:cr (at 4:!1 and I streets) ac
the 51

Msml Viera Sr. mar-
ried Goldie Mae Dias (1893
1974) in about 1920, Mannie
was born in San Francisco,
and moved to the capital city

when he was about six months
old, when his parents adopted

him.

Viera's Place
Mannie said thac his fa-
ther was well known by

many locals for his owner-
ship of Vieras Place, a bar at
1914 3¢d St., between S and
T (streets), in the Southside
Patk area,

He added that durin

time, the Southside Park area

that

y South Sacramento

FHOLS CORYTESy fldnmse Ve

1540 photograph. The peopie 1o the Joft of the phatowanph are

was populated with people of
differenct cultures,

“There were a lot of Por-
tuguese, Italians and Slo-
venians who all lived right

See Vers, page 7
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Viera: Clients at ‘Viera's Place’

Conbaved from page §

there in that avea,” Mannie
said. " There’s 2 lot of hista-
ry down in that neighbor-
hood.”

Alchough Mannie said
that he docs not know ex-
actly when his father estab-
lished the bar, he said that
he believes the business
was actually open and sell-
ing “beer and wine and stuff
like that during the bootleg-
ging days” of Prohibition.

Gracery bat?

Addicional  informatien
regarding Mannics father
and his bar was discovered
during research for this ar-
ticle.

The 1921 city ditecto-
ry, for instance, shows that
Manuel |, Viera, St. was al-
ready associated with 1914
3ed St. ac the time, but was
then operating a grocery
store at that address,

However, it is possible
that the grocery store was
then doubling as a bar, de-
spite the fact that Prohibi-
tion had aleeady gone into
cffect,

Mannie said thac his fa-
ther closed the bar in 1923
due to the risks of running
an alcohol vending business
during Prohibition.

Following the repeal of
Prohibition, Mannies fa-
ther reopened the bar on
April 14, 1933,

bottle) in the mouth of the
goat and the goat drank the
whole darn lE:ulc of beer,
So, that was a ricual every
day. When the fellow came
oft of work, hed stop by my
dad’s bar and hed get a bot-
tle of beer (for the goat)
along with his order.”

When asked whether the
§oat showed any cffeces
rom drinking beer, Mannie
said, "No, he cut him off at
one bottle,”

Check, please

Mannie added that the bar
was also a2 place where peo-
ple would pick up their pay-
checks,

‘My dad owned a room-
ing house at (neary) the same
address (as the bar) at 1914
4th St Mannie said."A lot of
their checks would go to my
dad’s bac and since it was onl
a block away, theyd come pic
up their checks.”

In additien to the barroom,
Vieras Place alse included 2
kitchen, an office and rest-
rooms.

Will Rogers

While Jooking at a vintage
photograph of the inside of
the bar, Mannie peinted to a
picture that was hanging on
the wall 1o the lef of 4 clock
and said, "My dad always had
a pictute of Will Rogers on the
wall. He liked Will Rogers.”

at the old L Street Arena at
223 L St.

“He would go down there
and box whenever he need-
cd some extra money, Man-
nie said

Land Park move

When Mannie was 6 years
old in 1929, he moved with
bvis parents from 430 % T
St. to 3200 Riverside Blvd,,
across the street from where
Vics Ice Cream opened 13
years later,

The Vieras propetty was
one of four lots in the vicin-
ity on the west side of the
street,

‘Nothing but hayficlds
and Japanese gardens

Mannic recalled a very
rucal area from his vantage

peint on the boulevard at |8

that time,

“(The areca) wasnt very
popudated at all back then,”
Mannie said. "My dad had
chickens and he had rabbits
and he had dogs, cats, a reg-
ular menagerie, And at that
titme, when we lived there,
you could look from there

over to where Holy Spirit |

Church (2t 3159 Land Park
Drive] is now and there
was nothing but hayficlds
and Japancsc gardens. A loc
of strawberry farms were
out there ac that time, The
Swanstons rented the land
out to [apanese (strawber-

e I: phola, Lance Ametong

Manme Vera hias many fond manxnss abotd his oag Bie in tha capital ae
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From senators to

Included among the cli-
entele of Viera’s Place were
Senator Earl Desmond,
who served in the Legis-
lature from 1933 to 1958,
and other senators and as-
semblymen.

Mannic said that one of
the more unusual custom-
ers ac his father’s bar was a
goat.

“This customer of my
dad’s, he used 1o come in
after work and have a beer
and hed bring his goat into
the bar,” Mannie said. "And
my dad said, “What about

our goar? Do you waat to
iny him 2 drink or do you
want to be a cheapskate
And (the customer) said,
‘Why? Do you wan to feed
him 2 beer? So, my dad got
a bottle of beer and the goat
came up on the bar and my
dad had a beer bortle open-
er, of course, and he put (the

Rogers popularity in Sacra-
mento reached a higher level
in 1935, when he came o the
capital city for the filming of
“Sreamboat Round the Bend.”

Mannic said that be was
among the people who went
0 the banks of the Sacramen-
to River to view the filnuing of

the movic.

The boxer

In addition to his previous-
ly mentioned employment,
Manuel carned money g’npnr-
ticipating in boxing matches

|

Valley Community Newspagers, In¢.

ry) farmers. And (Sanford
A.) Woodruff, che guy who
had a housc a block down
from ours (ac 3300 River-
side Blvd.), had a stable
(at 2643 Riverside Blvd.),
right by where the Rivec- |
side Clubhouse is now (at
2633 Riverside Blvd.). He
had horses he rented out
and people used to ride
them out by the levee and
come down by Riverside |
Baths (the old public swim-
ming pool at 3640 River- |
side Blvd.)."
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Mannie Viera s

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
L3na Park News \writer
Jance@valcomnews com

Editer’s note: This is part two of a tiwo-
part series about Sacramiento narive
Mannie Viera,

Mannie Viera has maintained
a very full life in Sacramento,
where he has resided since he was
six months old.,

Child entertainer

Few people in the capital city
have maintained such a longtime
employment career than Mannie,
considering that he firsc worked
as an entertainer when he was six
years old.

In discussing this early employ-
ment, Mannie said, "I worked at
different clubs around town. [ recit-
ed poems like ‘Sonny Boy' and 'I'm
Waiting for the Ships that Never
Come fn.' [ also deessed up like a
cowboy, buc I don't remember what
that was for, [ was so young, | was
lucky to remember what deor to
come in. It was my mother’s idea
to have me perform. She set me up
with piano and tap dancing lessons
and things like that,”

After speaking about his time as
a child entertainer, Mannie, 88, said
that his continuous span of work-
ing, which continues today, began
when he was a teenager. |‘

a geeat ball player and we really like
to watch you' and all that sort of
thing.”

Upon completing his time in the
service on Dec, 31, 1945, Mannie
traveled by train from Marysville to
Sacramento and then took a taxi to
his home on Riverside Boulevard,

Mannie meets Alice

Mannic said that he met his then-
future wife several years after the
War,

“It’s funny how I met her” Man-
ni¢ recalled. "I worked on Front and
] (stecets) at the Southern Pacific
freight yards and she worked on 5th
andg ] (streets) at the Kramer carton
company, She would cross the steeet
and walk on the right side of the
stecet going down to her home at
18¢h and H (streets). But anyhow,
I'saw this beautiful pair of legs and
this pretty woman walking down the
strect and [ walked behind her, I'd
make sure that I was down there by
the time that she got off work and
finally one day I got up the nerve
and talked to her. And then Id see
her sometimes at night when I'd go
to a show and I'd see¢ her walking on
her way home. I'd ask her if I could

ive her a ride and she would say,
Ne, no, ne, no, no. So, this went
on for a while and finally one time I
said, 'Well, what about a coftee and
a piece of pies”

SWEETHEARTS. Mannie ond Alice Wera yere marmad in 1943,

it — and I looked at the numbers
and all of a sudden I let out a yell,
My wife thought I cut myself shav-
ing. She came in and I was all shak-
ing and I said, ‘Read this number,
Is that number so and so?’ She said,
'Yes, I said, ‘We just won a 1959
Cadillac (Coupe de Ville)."

Foutteen yeats after winning a Ca-
dillac, Mannie, who has been a mem-
bee of Sacramento Elks Lodge INo. 6
since about 1957, enteted a contest to
win a 1973 Ford Pinto during an Elks
gathering in Marysville,

About a menth later, the exalt-
ed ruler.in Marysville calied Man-

nie to inform bim that he had won

the car.

5

hares his Sacramento memories
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Lifelong worker

“I've been wocking since ['was 15
yeats old, when I worked at Joe Wil-
sons grocery store (at 3231 River-
side Blvd.})," Mannie said.

He was the valedictorian of
Cheistian Brothers High School's
Class of 1941, Later, Mannie later
took typing and shorthand classes
at Sacramento Junior College ~ to-
day’s Sacramento City College,

Mannic’s time working for South-
ern Pacific in Sacramente lasted for
just a little less than cight months,
sin¢e he was drafted into the Aty
on Feb. 10, 1943,

World War 11

On Feb, 18, 1943, Mannie had
a by-chance meeting wicth one of
the world’s then-mest famous ath-
letes,

In recalling this mement, Mannie
said, "I got on a train and went down
to the Presidio of Monterey and
flew off from thete with Joe DiMag-

io. Yeah, he got drafted at the same
time as I did. Nobody asked him for
an autograph, We talked to him and
said, 'Hello, how are you and you're

'

Mannics persistence paid  off,
as Alice accepred the offer and he
took her to an catery at 15th and ] |
streets. I

Following this shoct date, Alice re-
fused a ride home, so Mannie waltked
her home instead and got her name
and phone number.

The date began a four-year court-
ship that led to their marriage in Las
Vegas in 1953,

ith a chuckle, Mannie said that
it took him four years to convince
Alice that he was worth mareying,

Alchough Mannie said that he
feels that he was very fortunate to
have been married to Alice, who
passed away on Aug. 24, 2010, he
alse said that his luck extends be-
yond meeting his late wife,

Auto winner

Tn pacticular, Mannie explained thac
he apparently has a knack for winning
automobiles,

“You used to go buy gas (at the
Regal station ac 4011 Freepore
Blvd.) and they would give you a
ticket or coupon,” Mannie said, “I
was latheting my face up to shave
onc night ~ they used to put out a
slip with the winning numbers on

Mannic said that although "the’
ﬁood lord might be saying, ‘Don't

e so doggone grabby,” he nonethe-
less is still boping to win another
car some day.

And pechaps he is aboug due for
a new car, since he drives about 12
miles per day to perform his vol-
unteer- work for the county’s Adult
Protective Services agency. He be-
gan this voluntecer work 27 years
ago. .

A bus

Aboyt'fu):he time that Mannic
joined Lodge No. 6, he took over
bis father’s night shifc ac his fa-
ther's Southside Park area bar, Vi-
era’s Place, while his mother worked
the day shift,

Meanwhile, Mannie was also
working during the day for South-
ern Pacific,

When asked about his activities
outside of work, Mannie said that
he used to spend a lot of time bowl-
ing in leagues,

During his interview for this at-
ticle, Mannie presented an official
Anetican Bowling Congress met-
al representing his accomplishment
of bowlhing 11 consecutive strikes at
Alhambra Bowl at 1221 Alhambra
Blvd, on Dec, 27, 1971,

Couldn't ask for better

Thinking back on his yarious activ-
ities and adventures in life, Mannie
said that he is very thankful for many
things. .

“I've been a very fortunate indi-
vidual with good parents, good jobs
and many other things,” Mannie
said. " I'm thankful I'm 88 years old.
I don't understand why Geod's been
so good to me, I've been so thank-
ful for everything I've had in my life,
[ couldn’t raavc asked for, anything
better
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