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Oh the swect spell of achievement

he words loaded slowily,”
letter by letter, back-
- ward, Sam Regalado

couldn 't bear'to watch, so he
draped a shirt dver the coin-

puter monitor whilé the'dial-up -

slowlyhrought;henéwslnto 4§ _. £z
in, andmey’rereallv sucldng lt

his Meadowview home,”

* “All day, I'd been telling -

myself, 'Tf [ didn tgetin, [

didn’ tg:t in," " he says now,
‘Temem eting that evenlng

in late March.:

He'd nlready been accepted
1o six universities, including

UC Davis, and that was huge. «

- “UC Davis was my Stanford,”
says Regalado, 18. “[t was my
‘Harvard and Yale combined. I
knew I'dgoto Davis If Berkeley
didn’t work out.” &

Up camé the letters, back
ward: *!..L..E.U. M, A, 8.."
“I ‘m, thinkmg ['m not getting

Aecoy7

begins

in my face," he says.
And then he peeked at, the
- “scréen agati'and saw "Cong

,--tdauoneramuell“ His mot er

broke dowrr in tears, and he fell

" tothe floor in disbelief, At the
énd of June, he enrollsin. -

Berkele)"s Summer Bridge
program, and in Au i5t,he
hfs freshman year there,
The odds were stacked =
agalnsthim, _ i '
[t's 2 quiet mormning on the
Oak Park campus of Christian
Brotheui{lgh Schopl whlch

Lol gMemorial Au

f:RegaJado anendeionschola;
‘ship; He gtaduated in May with

‘a4, lltgra de-point aver

an 20 re‘lauvea yaveled
g n
m’mfs cﬁi‘%&e 1‘}1
ditorium..
"They cheered for: h['m. says

More

Erqm;
to wratch

?KrlstenM arthy, theschool§
_'cok’ﬁiﬁ‘ feations alvettae ™"
4 "‘Theydeﬁnltely did.?

- “In my family, ,havirg id
schooldlpToinaish }5}5

Regalado. "My sister ylas e -
. ﬂrst femhale.” "™

»ba'u?r(-

J‘hatsSyiv;_g uowiz,,... ;

- aChristian “Brothers. alumna

whe's on the'cusp of»gtaduat
ing from Davis witha
psychology degree, =~
"And,l'ui tie ﬁrst male,” he
says.
A third slbllng. ll-year old
P CREAMER, back p«;ge,Es

4

He wants to |

glve back
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Selena is still at home.

“‘There isn'ta father figure in
my family forher,” says Regala- -
do. " try my best to be there fot
her and let her know what's
right, I feel that' s my duty. |-
have to gulde her."
- When Sam was 7, his father
diedofa drugoverdose The =
family was left shattered, strug-
Fling along below the poverty

ine. But from the beginning, his
mother, Bernadette Sandoval; -
who works as a medical assis-
tant, insisted that education was
the key to her.children’s future.

“I'm trying 1o make sure
they're on lhe nght road,"” she
eays

She moved lhefanuly from a-
small Oak Park apartment to.
Meadowview so she could send
them to school in the Pocket, -
Good thmg When Sam left the

first grade in Oak Park, he says, .~

'he still didit kaow his ABCS.
Regalado entered high sthool -
as partof the 11-month Students
Achjevmg Greater’ Educa;lohal
Success { AGES) pProgra
struggling &eshh:én. an| he left
after taking honors courses as
well as communlty college
classes in pre-calculus, . -
. There’s a maturity about him;
a seriousness, a sense of grati-
lude, Becausehe's had 1o work

hard, he doesn't take whathe

has for granted, -
" “L realize hay b blessed and

Tucky I've beento attend this -

school,” he says. “I could easily.
‘have slipped through the cracks.
My father did. Numergus rela- -
tives, I'm living in Meadowview.,
[ see the surroundings here in
Oak Park. [ know what that's
about,”

- He'slived i intwo worlds. Kgds

tian Brothers, he says, And lots
of his Christian Brothers class-
mates wouldn't dream of spend-
ing time in Meadowview,

Now he’s caught between the
past and the future, too. Scholar-
ships and grants will pay for
much of his education, Donors
from Christian Brothers are
paving for a laptop, '

Sam Regalado thinks he'd ]lke
to be a doctor, He’s also inter-

estedin pohucs because he

wants to give back. .

“I have something to do,” he
says. "I can't just say 1 feel bad
for people who are low-income,
because I'm part of that.”
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