K6 We like it when people from the reighborhood come out and watch us. We hope miore people
will come here and see that Oak Park is a good neighborhood, end it has a great theater.??

Loretta Kenney
dreciorof Chnstan Brothers High Schood's productionof "Fioder on thaRood*

Sacaelo Beviwence Low
mmwmmwmmm“rmmw mwa&ew'mem The school’s theater s loosmllotme production.




THE
PEFECT
MATCH

[Local and school productions
join to keep the Guikd Theatre
alive by solving its stage plight

BA D

Chrstian
Brothers
High School's
produchon
of *Fidder,

on e Rool?
Opens 100Rht
at 7:30 2t the
Guikd Theatre,

2828 35h ST

The ned seven

2pm Aped 9.
- Tikels ate

$.7 for aduits

and $5for

- m% &
tekets atihe

school's main
office al 4315
Malin Luther
King Jr. BNe.
For detals,
sall{916)
733-3600,

By Ralph Meatasic
BEE STAFF WRITER

hien Ryan Ritter entered the

stage of the Gulld Theatre

jastweek, he had a few
butterflies inhis stomach,

The 18-year-old seplor is playing the
lead role in Christian Brothers High
School’s produclionof “Fiddleronthe
Rool,” which debuts tonight.

“Yealh, Fvas adittle nervous,” said
the tall, blond student, who sposts a
beard that's stanting to fill fa. He and
other classmates were givena pesmission
to gounshaved for mmdmion.

*Hoveit," Ratter said-of the beard,
“Idon’t want to get Ad-of it - ever.”

He was growing into his character,
Tevye, inother ways.

“1identify with his reluctance to
change, He's reluctant togo aleng with
it, even though it [s fnevitable,” Ritter
sakd, “Tkindof fecl the same way to a
smaller extent because this is my last
year inhigh school,”

In a way. the high scheei production
is symbolic of what has happened to the
91-year-oid brick theater.

A dramalic change came in 2003
with a $1 million renovation. Despite
thechange, the challenge remains to
Bl the 200 seats iegularly.

* This year will be the second that
Christian Brothers enters into a pastaer-

b

AdamBales, 17, 00 of the stud

shipwith St, HOPE Academy, which
manages the theater, for musical and

theatsical productions.

Lor Mills, dirscior of special profects
with St, HOPE Academy, said relation-
ships with area groups are growing
atthe Guild and are helping the land-
mark at 2828 351 St. - and community

theater = stay alive,

The theater curently plays host 1o a
variely of segular growps - everything
from amtists’ receptions to screening
films from india (known as "Bolly-

wood™ films) to a Jocal dance troupe.

"It is definstely not dormant,” Mills

£aich,

Butthere alsois room for growth,

Mills sabd. “We ave dotng rentals te a ot
of groups in the community, (butj there

is the potential for it to be even busier.”
This year, S1, HOPE plans tohire a
divector to maintain and manage the

facility.

“Everyone who gocs tothe venue
enjoys it, " Mills sald, “From-the front
row tothe fast row inthe baleony -

SYETY Seal s greas,”

Kevin Haxg, director of visual and

ents taking

tha laadrole of Tewe, sings With one of themusical's two-<asts.

pecforming arts at Chrlstian Brothers Julian Castano,
High Schood, said the school rents 17, runs theough
the theater at a reasenable rate from adanceroutine
St, HOPE, during rehearsal,
'Fhe Christian Brothers campus is The California
aboul 50 years old, and its theateris Musical Theatre
too sniall to support the students’ has provided
newds, Haag said. costumes and
“Sixty-five percent oour students thoreography
P THEATRE, Page 113 for “Fiddler.” '
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