| first met Ken Belke '37 as a fellow member of the Brotherhoods. At the time | was interviewing
some of the older members about their time at CB. | was also delighted that this was one place
in town that | could go and not be the oldest person there. | think Ken was around 92 at the
time.

After his interview | asked if he had any memorabilia. He said he had but didn't know where he
had put them. | thought he was putting me on, so | asked his wife if she know of any such box.
A week later she found the mystery box. Ken and | opened the treasure chest together. To my
surprise. it told a very different story than about the good timas he had while in the Navy. He
had seen a lot of combat

It all started when the draft board told him that it would be a while before he had to join the
Army. He checked with them a little later and to his surprise found out he was ready to be
drafted in 2 short time. He told them that he wanted to join the Navy and was informed that it
was too late to do so. He asked if he hand carried the paperwork around could he join the
Navy. They told him he could try. Through a lot of luck and diligence he made It. He was
assigned to the Navy school to become a storekeeper. From there ha was assigned to the
aircraft carrier Santee

Because of the need for air craft carriers, the Navy purchased three of the largest fuel tankers
in the world from Standard Oil Company. and converted them into air craft carriers. The Santee
was one of them. Information about the ship and its use during the war can be seen in the
following section.

Ken's job during attacks against the carrier was to man one of two groups of guns to protect
the rear of the Santee. The picture shows Ken with his shirt off to the right in charge of aiming
the guns. Later he was in charge of the unit and stood where the man in the middle is in the
picture. The guns were also increased to four rather than the two in the picture.

When the U.S. was ready to attack the Japanese in the Pacific Ocean, they needed air suppont
for the Army and Marines. Since there were no practical airports around, they used the aircraft
carriers to carry the planes. Consequently, the enemy wanted to knock out the aircraft carriers.
They used torpedoes, bombs, and Japanesa aircraft would fly their planes into the carriers
loaded with explosives. All three of these methods had been used to attack the Santee at one
time or another. The last attack was $o devastating that the ship limped back to San Diego for
repairs. By the time the ship was repaired, the war was over.

Information about Ken' s time at CB is chronicled in the Class of '37.
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3rd Row From Bottom: Tom Corrigan '37, Jackie Collins, Ken Belke ‘37, ? Paul Akrop,
? Joe Puliz '37, 777777777

Top Row: Far Riaht James Harrinaton *
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Annual Commencement

ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL

Sacramento, California

Sunday evening, June the eleventh
nincteen fundred thirty-three
at seven-thirty o’clock

.

In St. Francis Church
20th and K Streeta




1.

2.

PROGRAM
G _m8

Hymn: ON THIS DAY

On this day O Beautiful Mother,
On this day we give thee our Jove,

Near thee Madoana fondly we hover,

Trusting thy gentle care to prove.

On this day we ask o share,
Deatest Mocher thy sweet care;
Aid us ece our feet asteay,
Wander from thy guiding way.

Fast our days of life we run,
Soon the nighe of death will come,

Tawer of strength ia that dread hour,

Be to us, Thou gentle power.

Tavocation: VENI CREATOR

Veni Creator Spiritus,
Mentes tuosum visita,
Imple supcena gratia
Quac tu creasti pectora.

Deo Partei sic gloria,

Ec Filio, qui a mosis,
Surrexit, ac Paraclito

In sacculorum szecula, Amen,

3. Addeess by Rev. Fr. Samuss

4. Awarding of Diplomas

Bettie Ann Blair
Betty Ana Corksan
Clate Covle
Dologes Crecgan
Virginia Dument
Alice Feanell
Frances Graves
Lucille Groth
Eileen Kenoedy
Koreen Koewler
Irene Lawrence
Lucinda Lawreénce
Phyllis Lesvens
Camitle Lissman
Macy Madden
Pasbara Nevis
Cathetine O'Dea
Matie Sullivan
Mildred Swrvkan
Frances Wesely
Henry Wild

Class of 1933

Paul Akrop
Maurice Bambesy
Kenneth Belke
Leo Bennett
Thomas Cotelgan
Jack Collins
Nicholas Ficzgerald
Fdward Gabel
Robert Guy
James Harriogton
Acthur Hagus
Sunley Hickok
Liovd Keberline
William Masters
Tecoard McClure
Flwood Moran
Robert Rexch
Charles Schasz
Clark Tucher
Peter Viducich
Kenacth Willete

5. Class Hyma: THERE IS NO HEART LIKE THINE

There is no heace like Thine sweet Loed,
Thete is no beart like Thine,

If j1s eclipse s lovliness

How bright its glow divine,

The beauty Thou are hiding now

But to return mote beighe;

There is 00 smble like Thine sweet Lowd,

To give me delight,

Sweet Jesus o Thee [ come,

Thy beart is my home dear Loed,
Sweet Jesus to Thee I come,
Thy Heart is my Home dear Lord,
Thy heatt is my home.



6. Benediction.

O Salurarss Hostia,

Quze coel pandis ostium;
Bella premunt boszilia,
D# robur fer anxliom.
Uni trinoque Doming,
Sit sempaterna glozia,
Qui vitam sine termino
Nobis donet in patna,

Tanmum exrgo Sacramentum,
Veneremus cemnui;

Er antiquum documenmm
Nove cedst ritoi.

Pruestet fides supplementum
Sensuam defectul

Genitor: genitorque,

Laus et jubilatio;

Salus honor, virtus quogue,
Sit et benedictior
Procedent ab wtrogue
Compar sir laudatio.  Amen.

7. HOLY GOD.

Cr.ass COLORS:

Crass Morro:

Holy God we praise Thy Name,
Lord of all we bow before Thee;
All on carth Thy sceptes claim,
All in Heav'n above adore Thee,
Infinite Thy vast domain,
Everlasting is Thy reigo.

Hark the kood celestial hyma,
Aangel choirs ahove are mising:
Cherubim and Seraphim,

In unceasing chorus praising,

Fill the heavens with sweet accord
Holy, Holy, Holy Locd.

Orchid and Honey Dew
No Victory without Labor.




St Francis Grammar School 8th Grade Names (777

Top Row: Leonard McClure, Jim Harrington '36, Ken Willett, Maurice Bambery,
Lloyd Keberline, Leo Bennet *36, Priest?, Clark Tucher, Bid Masters, (et
Edward Gabei, Ken Belke ‘36, Thomas Corrigan. '36.

Middle Row: ?, Pete Viducich , Far Right: Ken Willett.

Bottom Row: Charles Schatz, Elwood Moran, Far Right: Paul Akrop, Arthur
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KEN BELKE'S CB BLOCK FOR PLAYING FOOTBALL
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Picture top left: taken when he was in the Navy. Bottom left: taken during Supply training school, Main
picture: Ken delivered the Sacramento Bee after school. The papers were delivered to this location at
21st and Q Streets, and he would deliver them in the down town area by bicycle. They apparently

dressed up for this picture. Because of the depression, many students at CB had jobs after school.
Ken is located bottom row 4th from left.
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NOTICE OF SELECTION
To . Xenneth James Belke . e e e SO T TNG, SISO SR

You have been selected for traiming and service under the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940,
You will receive an Order to Report for Induction- such induction to take place on orabout .

_about Oet. 27, 1941 .19, when adequate [acilities are expected to be availuble.

This notice 18 given you in advance for your convonience, and is not an order to roport. Persons
reporting to the induction station in some instances may be rejected for physieal or other reasons.
It i3 well to keep this in mind in arranging your affairs, to preveat any undue hardship if you are
rejected at the induction atation. If you are employed, you should advise your employer of this
notice and of the pessibility that you may not be accepted at the induction station. Your employer
can then be prepared to replace you if you are uooopwd,‘or to continue your cmployment if you are

rejected. The Order to Report for Induction will specify s definite time and place for you to report.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
This certifies that

Kenneth James BELKE, “ea, 2¢c., V-8 USNR

has satisfactorily completed the presocribed course of study at the
Storekeeper ~ivisien

NAVAL TRAINING SCHOOL, TOCLEDGO, OKIO

thisi2th
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gracde - 35,456
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KEN BELKE WAS ON THE SANTEE WHEN IT WAS FIRST COMMISSIONED TILL THE END OF
Ww 2

Web b’ T Moro~  Sesrch tools [:]

About 185,000 results (0,23 secands)

USS Santee (CVE-29) - Wikipedia. the free encyciopedia
on wikpadia org/wki'USS Santee (CVE 29) USS Santee

Tha second USS Santee (CVE-29) (odgnally launched as A0-29, tallowing
reclassfication s an escod carmer, was cigraly ACY-28) wss lsunched on 4 ...
Wordd War ll Postwar Awards Notes

The second USS Santez (CVE-29) wes
taunched on 4 March 1639 == E<=o Scokay

USS Santee (1855) - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia under a Mantime Commission cantract by the
enwkipedia org/wki'USS Santee (13855) Sun Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company at
The USS Santee (1855) was a wocdened-nulled, three-masled sailing figale of the Chester, Pernsyhonia, spansored by Mrs, ...
Unitod Statas Navy, Sho was the 1rst U5, Navy ship 10 bo 50 namod and .., Vped

US$S Santee - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia o 008

an wikpedia org/wki'USS Santee Launched: March 4, 1929

Three shipz of the United States Navy have been named USS Santee, afier the Sanles
Rivar of South Caspling, Santes was ona of tha 1ast sailing Tigatas of the ..

mages for uss santee - Report images

See results about

USS Santese

1855

The USS Santee (1855) was 2
masted asiling Hgste of the U

weav navsouree arg/archves/03029 htm
Mar 22, 2012 ~ Pot bow vew of USS Santee (ACV-23) m the rare Measure 1/
camaoufiage pattem. U.S. Naw photo, Norfali Nawy Yard, Potsmouth, Va., sadal ...

U.S.S. SANTEE LOOKING FOR CREWMATES 194210 1945 CVE 29...
wway topix comTarum/blogs! TVOPBEFMR 76 MAKMVY

X posts - 1 author - Oct 7, 2007
My Gther, Robart L. Elliott[Bob), served on the Uss Santec from 1842-1045 @so, He
wag i the Visual communicationa Deglt,, saccording to m.

Navy - American Escort carrier of ...
uboat netillicsiaarships/ship! 2428 himi
The U-baat War in Wodd War Two (Krcgsmanne, 1839-1545) and Word War One
(Kadgarliche Magine, 1014-1918) and the Allied aflorts Lo counler the threst

weaw historylink 101 com'we _navylorg!  USSSantee/index himl
Flancs on the deck of the USS Santee, Flanc on the dock of USS Santoe, USS
Suntse, Deck of USS Santee. USS Santes, Crew on duck of USS Santee, Crew ...

waw hdiniamber, comyCVE 29
CVE-720 USS SANTEE USS Santee was bult ar Chastor, PA with the odginal name of
€330 Seakny, The ship was tought by the Nany and redesignated A0-29 ...

USS Santee |War Tales

donmooresvartales comtag/uss santee/
Naov 23, 20171 — Hary Weis of Punta Gords, Fia, senad abosrd the ascon camar USS
Santee. | = tock part in the Dattle of Leyte Gulf, the lamgest nawal ...

USS Santee (CVE-29). History, Patrols, Crews

www mesaotheliomaweb org » . » Cruisers of the United States Navy
Commissicning, The USS Santee was & member of the Sangamon class of escar
alrcrat carors, Tha wissal was caginally Knomn as the Esso Saokay, a tanker ..,
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USS Santee (CVE-29)

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The second USS Santee (CVE-29) (originally kunched as
A0-29, following reclassification as an escort carrier, was
orignally ACV-29) was launched on 4 March 1939 as Esso
Seakay under a Maritme Commission contract (MC hull 3)
by the Sun Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company at

| -

l

|

|
Chester, Pennsylvania, sponsored by Mrs. Charles Kurz {

|

|
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acquircd by the United States Navy on 18 October 1940;
and commussioned on 30 October 1940 as AO-29, vwith
Commander Wilkam G. B. Hatch m command.

USS Santee

Prior to her acquisition by the Navy, Esso Seakay bad been | Career
operated by Standard Oil of New Jersey on the west coast. | o S8 Eeso Seakaw
During her commercial service, she set several records for | = ST g
fast oil hauling. Its origmal model was a type T3-S2-Al | Owner: Standard O Company
tanker. Buider: Sun Shipbuddmg and Dry Dock
, } Company, Chester, Pennsylvania
Laxd down: 31 May 193§
Contents | Launched: 4 March 1939
é Sponsored by:  Mrs. Charles Kurz
= 1 World WarIT | .
« 111942 | Fate: Purchased by the US Navy
| = 121943 Career E_._._
: = 1.3 1944 |
» 141945 Name: USS Santee
= 2 Post-war ; Acquired: 18 October 1940
= 3 Awards Commissioned: 30 October 1940, as AO-29
: : ::tcﬁ x A Decommissioned: Early 1942
= 6 Ixternal links Recommissioned: 24 August 1942, as ACV-29
Decommissioncd: 21 October 1946
Reclassificd: CVHE-29, 12 Junc 1955
World War 11 Struck: 1 March 1959
Fate: Sold, 5 December 1959
Afier .conmissioqing,. Santee served m the Atlantic. When Scrapped in Uamburg in May
Amenican neutrality ended on 7 December 1941, Santee 1960

was carrving oil for a secret ardrome at NS Argentia,
Newfoundland. In the spring of 1942, Santee's conversion General characteristics as ¢scort carricr

to an aircraft carrier was begun at the Norfok Navy Yard. ey M o W o

1942 Displacement: 6,534 long tons (6,639 1)
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On 24 August 1942, Santee was commussioned as an Length: 559 1t (170 m)
escort carrier with designation ACV=29, with Commander P 75 fL (23 m)

William Sample m command. The ACV was fitted with such
haste that workmen from Norfolk were still on board during
her shakedown traming and her decks were piled high with

stores. After conversion, nominally completed on 8  Draft: 32 ft4m (9.86 m)

September, Santee reported to Task Force 22 (TF 22) and | propulsion: 2 x steam turbines

114 ft 3 in (34.82 m) (cxtreme |
|
l
2 x shafts l
|
{
|
|
|

width)

the first plane landed on her fight deck on 24 Scplember, |
|
Afier shakedown, | Speed: 18 kn (21 mph; 33 kmvh)
Santee departed | complement: 860 officers and men
s Armament: 2 % 5 in (130 mm)/51 cal gunsl!]
October and | 4 ent: mn (130 mm)/51 cal guns
headed for the ! Aircraft carried: 31
coast of Affica. ‘ Aviation facibties: 2 % clevators
While the escort |
carricr was en ; Service record |
route on 30 ; !
. ' ; . October, an SBD - Commanders: Williarm Sample (1942 44)
SBD bombers on Sam:ce dunng Dauntless being l Opexations: Wocld War II
convoy duty in the Atlantic. launched froma Awards: 9 battle stars
catapult dropped

a 325 b (147 kg) depth bomb onto the fight deck. It rolled offthe deck
and detonated close to the port bow shaking the entire ship, carrying away the rangefnder and a searchlight base,
and damaging radar antennas,

Nevertheless, Sanfee continued steaming with Task Group 34.2 (TG 34.2). On 7 November, the escort carrier,
with Rodman and Emmons and Monadnock, lefl the formation and, the following moming, took positions off Safy,
French Morocco. Santee launched plancs and fucked ships until 13 November, when she rejomed TG 34.2 and
returned to Bermmuda. The group departed that sland on 22 November and anchored m Hampton Roads, Virgina
two days later.

1943

Afier voyage reparrs and drydock, Santee got underway with destroyer Eberle, on 26 December. On | January
1943, Santee anchored at Port of Spamn, Trinidad. Two days later, with Eberle and Livermore, she headed for the
coast of Brazil. After disembarking passengers at Recife, she sailed to jon Task Unit 23.1.6 (TU 23.1.6) at sea n
tightening the noose on enemy merchant shipping and naval activity m the South Atlantic.

For a month, her planes flew anti-submarine missions and regular patrols. On 15 February, the escort carrier put m
at Recife, remaining until 21 February, Back conducting routine sortics in the same manner, Santee operated from
21 February - 2 March when she agan put in to Recife.

Her next period at sea, which began on 4 March, brought action. On 10 March, hight cruiser Savannah and
destroyer Eberle were investigating a cargo lmer which had been spotted by Santee’s awcraft and which had been
tentatively identified as the Karin, a Dutch merchantman. Tt tumed out to be the Genman blockade runner Kora
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Nopan (ex-Dutch Kota Pinang). As the Eberle boarding party drew alongside, explosives placed by the
abandoning crew detonated, killing eight boarders. On 15 March, Santee set out for Norfolk and anchored at
Hampton Roads on 28 March.

Underway again on 13 June, with destroyers Bainbridge, Overton, and MacLeish, Santee reached Casablanca
on 3 July. Four days later, the escort carrier departed the harbor with a convoy of homeward-bound empties. No
submarings were sighted, but one of her Avengers made a forced landing in Spain, and its crew was interned.
Santee's small task group Jeft the convoy on 12 July with orders to operate ndependently against Nazi submarine
concentrations south of the Azores. She remained at this anti-submarine work until 25 July and managed to attack
seven surfaced U-boats, at the price of two Dauntlesses.

On the 25th, she jomed a west-bound convoy, which reached the Virginia coast on 6 August. On 26 August,
Santee, with Bainbridge and Greer, agan headed nto the Atlantic; and two days steaming brought them to
Bermuda.

Santee made another convoy run from Bernmda to Casablanca and back to Hampton Roads from 29 August - 13
October. On 25 October, the escort carrier departed the east coast for Casablanca, reaching Basm Delpit on 13
November. Standing out of Casablanca the next day, she rendezvouscd on 17 November with battleship Jowa,
carrying President Franklin D. Roosevelt, After providing air cover for the battleship and her escorts for several
days, Santee was ordered to the Bay of Biscay, where she engaged m anti-submarine work until the end of
November.

As TG 21.11, Santee and a trio of four-stackers patrolicd the North Atlantic from 1-9 December. The group was
dissolved upon arrival at the Norfolk Navy Yard on 10 December, and Santee, minus her arcraft, stood out of
Norfolk on 21 December, and headed for New York m company with battleship Texas, and scveral destroyers.
From 22-28 December, the escort carrier packed her bangar and flight decks with P-38 Lightning fighter planes at
Staten Iskand. Getting underway in convoy on 29 December, she stcamed unchallenged across the North Atlantic,
reaching Glasgow on 9 January 1944,

1944

Empted of her P-38 cargo, Santee departed Glasgow in convoy on 13 January and returned to Norfolk on 24
January. She stood out of Norfolk on 13 February with destroyer escort Tatum, transited the Panama Canal on
18--19 February and moored at San Dicgo, Califorma, on 28 February. There, she embarked 300 Navy and
Marine Corps personnel and 31 aircraft for delivery to Pearl Harbor. She ako took on 24 F4F Wikdcats and TBF
Avengers as her own arr group. Standing out of San Diego Bay on 2 March, Sanzee unloaded her ferried aircrafi
and persommel at Pearl Harbor upon her arrival on 9 March.

Sangamon, Suwannee, Chenango and Santee, all former ollers, swarmed out of Pearl Harbor with a flock of
destroyers on 15 March, heading southwest. Designated Carnier Division 22 (CarDiv 22), they jomed the fast
carrers of the United States Fifth Fleet on 27 March and sped west to the Palaus. There, their planes of CarDiv 22
flew patrok over vulnerable tankers before setting course for Espirtu Santo in the New Hebrides on 4 April.

In this, the closing phase of the New Gumea campaign, Santee fueked and provisioned near Espiritu Santo from 7—
10 April then sailed to Purvis Bay, Solomons on 13 April. CarDiv 22 joined CarDiv 24 and a destroyer squadron
on 16 April and set course for New Guinea.
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Santee's air group awcraft aided m destroymg 100 enemy arcraft and ripping up enemy arficlds before the
landings, prior to departing for Manus Isknd, Admiralties. on 24 April. Arriving at Seeadler Harbor the next day,
she and her sister ships took on fuel and f0od; then sailed agam on 26 April for Hollandia (currently known as
Jayapura). From 12 May — 1 June, she traded in her own air arm for 66 F4U Corsairs and 15 F6F Hellcats and
personnel of Marine Air Group 21 (MAG 21). On 2 Tune, CarDiv 22 started north for Kwajalem Atoll in the
Marshalls. On 4 August, Sanree reached newh=-won Guam, The 81 arcraft of MAG 21 became the first planes to
operate from the reconquered iskand.

Afier trammg exercises and the re-embarkment of her own plancs at Manus, Santee got underway on 10
September and rendezvoused with TF 77 near Mapi Island. At Morotai m the Moluceas, her Avengers bombed
ground mstallations. Onc planc was lost to the cnemy, but Sanzee hersellhad no contact with the Japanese. By 1
October, she was back m Sccadler Harbor.

Sailing from Manus on 12 October, Santee and accompanymg combatants reached Philippine waters on 20
October. Her gunners shot down an encmy plane during an air attack that moming, and ber aweraft splashed two
more.

At 0736 on 25 October, Santee launched five Avengers and eight
Wikicats for an attack agamst Japanese surlace units some 120 m

(190 km) to the north. At 07:40, a kamikaze — carrymg what was
estimated to be a 138 Ib (63 kg) bomb - crashed through the flight deck
and damaged the hangar deck. At 07:56, a torpedo fired froma
Japanese submarine struck the ship, causmg flooding of several
compartments and creating a 6° list. Emergency repans were completed
by 09:35.

Between 18 and 27 October, Sanree planes shot down 31 Japanese
planes and sank one 5,000 long tons (5,100 t) ammwmition ship, m An FM-2 flying over Santee in
addition to damage mflicted by strafing during ther 377 sortics. On 31 October 1944,

October, she anchored n Sceadler Harbor for termporary repars.

Underway agam on 9 November, she moored at Pearl Harbor on 19 November. Followmg more repars, she
embarked 98 Marmes for transportation to the U.S. and entered Los Angeles Harbor on 5 December. Santee
completed the year undergomg repairs to battle damage and gencral overhaul

1945

After post reparr triaks at San Diego, the escort carrier headed toward Hawai on 31 January 1945, and arrived at
Pearl Harbor on 8 February. On 7 March, she got underway for Ulithi m the Western Carolines, altering her course
en route to assist in the search for the B-24 Liberator which had disappeared while carrying Army Licutenant
General Millard F. Harmon, before anchoring on 19 March. Two days later Santee steamed toward Leyte Gulf.

On 27 March, Santee departed the Philippines to provide air coverage for southem transport groups Dog and
Easy en route to the objective area at Okmawa Gunto for the invasion of Okmawa Jima, the largest combined
operation of the Pacific war,
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On Easter Sunday, 1 April 1945, Santee provided dircet support to the Amencan ground forces landmg on
Okmawa and she contmued this duty until $ April, when she tumed to aid British carniers in denying the use of
Sakishima Gunto airfiekis to the enemy. For 42 consecutive dawns, Santee's aircraft winged over target seciors in
the East Chma Sea, with daily returns to Okinawa itself for routine ground support. On 16 Junc, Santee launched a

fighter bomber mission agamst specified targets on Kyiishii, Japan.

Pullng out of the Okinawa area that day, Santee reached Leyte Gulf on 19 June, where minor repairs were made.
Out again on 1 July, she operated west of Okinawa from 514 July, covering minesweeping operations. On 7 July,
a tail hook broke on a landing aircraft, allowing it to clear all barriers, crash among parked planes, and cause a fire.
Four fighters and two torpedo bombers were jettisoned, six torpedo bombers were rendered non-flyable duds, and
one of the pilots of the parked arrcrafi was killed.

Santee was detached from the task unit on 15 July and proceeded to Guam, armiving at Apra [Harbor four days
later. Followmng flight deck repairs and general upkeep, the escort carmier got underway on 5 August for Saipan,
engaging m carrier axcrafl trammg for squadrons flown from that sland en roufe. Anchorng m Saipan Harbor on 9
August, the CVE got underway for the Philippines on 13 August. Santee receved word of the cessation of the
hostilities against Japan on 15 August and anchored in San Pedro Bay, Leyte, two days later.

On 4 September, while en route 10 Korea (o support occupation forees there, Santee was ordered o northern
Formosa to evacuate ex-pnsoners of war. On S September, the escort carrer received 155 officers and men of the
British and Indian Armies from destroyer escort Kretehmer. These soldiers had been captured by the Japanese n
Malaya m 1942, They were given medical aid and berthed on the hangar deck. The next day, Sanzee picked up
additional men from Finch and Brister, making a total of 322 officers and men. They included 30 American Army
and Navy officers and men who had been taken on Bataan and Corregidor, and 10 officers and men from the
Dutch Army and Merchant Marine, captured i Java. On 9 Sceptember, Santee disembarked the 477 cvacuccs at
Manila Bay.

Five days later, Santee stood out of Mamnila Bay and steamed for Okmawa, anchoring at Buckner Bay on 19
September. Underway agan the next day, Sanfee reached Wakanoura Wan, Honshi, Japan, on 22 Scplember.
From 24-26 Scptember, Santee stcamed along the coast, providing air coverage for occupation forces landmg at
Wakayarma.

Post-war

Santee departed Wakanoura Wan on 3 October, Jeaving her formation on 6 October to search for a missng PBM
Mariner flying boat carrying Rear Admiral Willam D, Sample, the ship's first commanding officer after her

conversion to an cscort camier.

On 20 October, Santee got underway for Okinawa, arriving two days later at Buckner Bay. On 23 October,
Santee got underway for Pearl Harbor, disembarking 375 passengers there on 4 November. The next day, Sanree
continucd her role m "Operation Magic Carpet” by embarking 18 Marines bound for the west coast.

Anchoring at San Diego on 11 November, Santee remained there until 26 November, when she got underway for
(Guam on additional "Magic Carpet” duty.
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On 27 February 1946, Santee departed San Diego and arnived at Boston Harbor on 25 March, via the Panama
Canal The CVE was placed m reserve on 21 October. Santee was reclassified on 12 June 1955 as an escort
helicopter amcraft carrier, CVHE-29, and struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 1 March 1959. On 5
December, she was sold to the Master Mctak Company for scrap.

Awards

Santee receved nine battke stars and the Presidential Unit Citation for her World War 1T service.

Notes

1. ” Friedman 1983 p. 407
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

OFFICE OF THOE COMMAND ER-IN-CILOE"

To: The Commander in Chlef, Japanese Military Forces
in the Philippines, Field Marchal, Count Terauchi:

The surrender of American and Filipino forces in
previous campalgns in the Philippines was made in full
reliance that prisoners of war would be accorded the

dignity, honor and protection provided by the rules and
customs of war.

Since then unimpeachadble evidence has been furnished
me of Cdegradation and oven of brutality to which these
gallant soldiers have been subjected, in wviolation of
the m0st sacred cocde of martial homor, TFor such violations
the Imperial Japanese Govermment will of course be fully
responsible to my Govermment,

As Commander in Chlef of the Allied forcez in the
field, I shall in addition, during the course of the
present campaign, hold the Japanese military authorities
in the Phillipoines immediately liadle for any harm which
may result from failure to accord prisoners of war,
civilian internees or civilisn non-combatanis the proper
treatment and due protection to which they, of right,

are entitled.
aQ - &@Z—O
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