Msgr. ( Colonel US Army) Roy V. Peters

| knew Fr. Peters while a student at Christian Brothers in 1953. He
was a young, good looking, “with it” priest assigned to the
Cathedral. No five rosary’s for a penance priest. He had quite a
following.

Father was a very charismatic, down to earth and highly respected
priest. Father went to Christian Brothers for three years and then
entered the seminary. He would have been in the case of 1942.

| lost track of him when | went away to school and later worked in
San Francisco. When | returned to Sacramento | was in Sacred Heart
Parish where | met his sister, June Peters. She is the one who gave
me the following information about her brother, Father Roy Peters.

Jerry Kirrene ‘53



Jerry --- We think this 1s what you want about our brother (probably
lots more than you need, but you knew sistersi

Monsignor Roy V. Peters / colonel, US Army
Was in CBS class of 1942 dbut left for senior Year in seminary.

Also son of a CBS grad, class of about 1913.

Ordained In 1948. yas assistant as Boseville, Angels Cemp & at
the Cathedral, then pastor in Weaverville until 1961.

Tn the aray from 1962 to 1986 as a chaplain; became paratroover in 1964.
Service included several tours in Vietnam (totsl 2% vears).

Was awarded bronze star six times; also purple heart .

Qther assianments included chaplain at Arlington Nationa! Cemelery,

cogmandant of aArmw Chaplains 3chonl in New fork and head chaplaln atb
Iripler army Medlcal Center In jawatl.

After lesving army, was at St. Charles BEorromeo PFarish in Sacramento,
then pastor at St. Joseph Parish in North Sacramento until he returned
to Honolulu in the early '90s to become pastor of St. Feter & PFaul
Church. Died In Hornolulu in 2006,
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The Battle on Hill 875
November 19th ~ 23rd, 1967 near Dak To, Vietnam

Day One - Sunday 19 November

While on a search and destroy mission during "Operation MacArthur” in Kontum Province Republic of South
Vietnam the 2nd Battalion 503rd Alrborne Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade while climbing along the ridges
leading to Hill 875 came under intense enemy fire. As Company A and D spread out to form 3 line they came
under recoilless rifle fire and rifle fired grenades, The NVA infantry then wave attacked the companies and
the fighting became hand to hand at times, Pfc Carlos Lazada held off the enemy long enough for his
company to join up with the rest of the 2nd Battalion already further up the hill. For his actions he received
the Congressional Medal of Honor, The 2nd Battalion 503rd fought on by itself all of the first day and almost
all of the second day, until reinforcements arrived from the 4th Battalion S03rd Infantry, another Battalion
from the 173 Airborne brigade. Casualties where very high among the companiecs of the 2nd Battalion, But
never the less they fought off the NVA assaults and even advanced up the slope toward the main NVA
perimeter near the summit. They managed to do this despite being hid by a S00 pound bomb from a US Air
Force fighter at approximately 2000 hrs on the 19th. I remember being only 25 or 30 meters from the NVA
line of bunkers when we finally joined up with them on the 20th of November, That's how close they had
fought their way to the main NVA force on the summit.

Day Two - Monday 20 November

While the 2nd Battalion 503rd Infantry remained under intense and close contact with the NVA held up on Hill
875. "A" Company 4th Battalion 503rd Infantry was at forward fire support base 16, which they were securing
after their battle with the NVA 66th regiment on Hill 855, and had to close it down before they could get
airberne and go to the support of the 2nd battalion. The irony of this was that we had taken over security of
this base from the 2nd Battalion only two days earlier. We had to pull in the perimeter because we lacked the
manpower te fill all the bunkers left behind by the 2nd Battalion. But now after reaching the vicinity of hill 875
"A" Company 4th Battalion 503rd Infantry, the company I was assigned to, we landed by slicks (helicopter
troop transports) on the ridgeline at the northeastern end of the ridgeline leading to Hill 875 not far from FSB
12. We followed the ridgeline to make a link with the 2nd Battalion surrounding ourselves with a ring of
artillery fire and close in air support. I recall finding NVA soldier after soldier zlong this ridgeline that had
been killed by this artillery and close in air support. When we got closer to the 2n  Battalions location, and o
the point were they had made their initial enemy contact. The trail became a mix of American and NVA killed
from that fierce clash on the 19th, We joined up with the 2nd Battalion late that evening, approximately

' around 20:00 hrs. "B" Company 4th Sattalion 503rd Infantry was set down in a clearing at the base of Hill 875
and climbed up the hill to reach the 2nd battalion. They where the first of the company's from the 4th
Battalion to join up with the 2nd Battalion at around 16:00 hrs on the 20th, “C* Company reached the 2nd
battalion 503rd Infantry lines sometime around 2030hrs.

Day Three - Tuesday 21 November

As the day breaks the NVA launch their dzily mortar attack's on the American's at first light. Most of the
merning was spent preparing to assault the NVA position atop the summit of Hill 875 by the 4th Battalion
503rd Infantry. The NVA had prepared their positions very well with earthen over head cover on their
bunkers and interlocking trenches to connect each bunker. Some of the cover was as much as two meters
deep. In addition the NVA had a very well developed interlocking firing line with slit firing holes, Some time
2round 13:30hrs the 4th Battallon began to encircle the NVA positions traversing the summit just below the
NVA fortifications. A complete encirclement was never achieved due to intense enemy fire. On this day I had
the point squad for A" Company 4th Battalion. Our ¢bjective was to come around the eastern slope,
advancing south, just below the summit and link with the point element of “C~ Company 4th Battalion,
Advancing south around the western slope was "C" Company 4th Battalion attempling to link with the point
clement of "A* Company. "B" Company was in the center of "A" and "C" Company’s, on the northeastern
slope. They advanced straightforward from the jump off point, which later that evening would become the
assembly point for the remands of the 4th Battalion. As I advanced will never forget dimbing over and
around the fell and smoldering trees. The jungle floor was still on fire in places, And what was not afire was
blackened and charred from having been on fire, The whole time we where running this gauntlet the NVA
wihich where only 25 or 30 yards up hill from us, where throwing 2ll the automatic small arms fire, machine
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gun fire and shoulder fired recoilless rockets they had down at us, Not to forget to mention about all the hand
grenades they rolled down hill at us also. It was an experience I will never forget. The encirclement of the
NVA tried to be concealed with the use artillery smoke rounds from a near by support base 12. I remember
those 105mm artillery smoke rounds screaming in just feet above our heads hitting between us and the NVA
and some on the NVA lines. When I close my eyes to this day and picture that hill in my mind eye I can only
picture it in black and white and shades of gray. Never in color. That's how bad the devastation of the jungle
and terrain was.

Once the Company's of the 4th Battalion were strung out and on line as far as they could advance, the up hill
assault began. The fighting became intense with most troopers charging into the NVA lines with fixed
bayenets on their M16 rifles, Even though there was some success in penetrating the NVA lines, in-groups of
ones and two's the assault was stopped at dusk that same day. I was setting in a freshly liberated NVA
bunker on the south west end of the hill, waiting for more of my squad to show up when I recelved that order.
The Plateen Leader from the second platoon of A" Company was there with me. He showed up shortly before
my RTO (Radio transmitter operator) did. My RTO managed to stay righl behind me until we started the uphill
assault into the NVA bunkers. Then the intense enemy fire raining down on us scparated us. Thatis probably
also why the 2nd platcon leader had gotten so far separated from his platoon. The order of march for "A"
Company on the 19th was 3 platoon in the lead, fellowed by 2nd platoon then 1st platoon. One of the things I
have always regretted was having to run that same gauntlet twice in the same day, First going and then in

| trying to get back to friendly lines. I have always felt like the 4th Battalion could have overrun the NVA that

day. The 2nd Battalion was securing and fighting off NVA attacks around the assembly area while the 4th
Battalion was off doing their thing, Since 1 had managed to advance to the southern point of around the
summit it also took some time to return to the assembly area. It was arcund 2000 hrs when I reached
friendly lines and remember everybody being very somber. They were shaken by the events of the day and
must have had the next time on their mind, I know I did.

Day Four - Wednesday 22 November

The morning begins with continued mortar and small arms fire from the NVA on and around hill 875.
Sometime around mid day a declsion was reached to withdraw down the ridgeline distance of 100 meters to
the north east to form a new defensive perimeter. A safe enough distance from the summit to soften it with
arlllery and close in air tactical strikes on the NVA strongheld. Preparing it for the next day's assault by the
American's. I will never forget the hill shaking like a large molded Jell-O. After that fighter planes came In low
and slow dropping their payloads. Sortie after sortie. We would be warned to take cover before each air
strike. Before we pulled back that 100 meter safe distance we where so closc to the NVA lines at the
assembly area I was able to get into a hand grenade throwing contest with one of them on the morning of the
22nd, To give you seme idea about how close in most of the fighting in Vietnam was. The remainder of the
22nd was used to evacuate the wounded and refit with much needed supplies and ammunition. We had so
much ammunition and other ordinance dropped into us that day, that when we moved our defensive
perimeter to the summit ofter it's capture, it had to be destroyed in place by the combat engineers. The fire
works from the ammunition and ordinance’s popping off lasted all that afternoon, that night and well into the
ncxt day.

Day Five - Thursday 23 November

The morning started with the usual mortar fire from NVA on a nearby hill. At 11 AM Compzany’s from both
battalions, the 2nd and 4th start the final assault at the summit of Hill 875. The assault was broken into two
waves. The second wave covering the rear of the first, I was in the second wave that day. The first wave
over ran the NVA so fast we where cleaning up what they missed. During the short time of the final assault
the NVA shelled thelr own positions with mortar and rocket fire from an adjacent hill. What a show that was
with litter teams running back and forth picking up the wounded, and doing all this under enemy fire. These
guy’s were great. However the soldiers of the 2nd and 4th 8attalion captured the NVA stronghold by 11:30
AM, The entire final assault lasting less than 30 minutes. At approximately 14:30 hrs the 1st Battalion, 12th
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division reached the friendly lines on the summit of Hill 875. They had been blocking
the NVA from escaping around the base of the hill, while the battle for the summit raged above them, The
advanced up the southwestern slope to reach the summit,

The clean up and transition of power

US Army Nurse's and American Red Cross worker's, which had flown in earller that morning and even as the
assault was under way via helicopter transports came atop the hill to help with the wounded. I remember one
in particular who I attempted to worn about the carnage left from the battle. I will never forget the expression
on her face as she stepped over 3 fell tree that concealed three American remains. I often wonder what is in
her dreams.

By that afternoon the 2nd battalion started to withdraw from the battlefield along with some of the Company's
of the 4th Battalion. On the 24th of November the remalning Company's from the 173rd Alrborne withdrew

leaving the 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division as the new managers of Hill 875, The 2nd and
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4th Battalion's of the S03rd Infantry suffered 33 Missing in Action, 158 Killed In Action and 411 evacuated
wounded, while fighting for Hill 875. During the 21 days of fighting arocund Dak Te that November some 2000
NVA loses were estimated. During that same 21 days of fighting around the Dak TO area the 173rd Alrborne
Brigade suffered 272 Killed in Action, over 900 wounded and some 60 Missing in Action, Ending some of the
blocdiest fighting of the Vietnam War,

http://www. arlingtoncemetery.net/rdmabe.htm
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administrator/Local%
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FIRST PLINGE -~ Charlic Company, 65t Engnecr Battabon splishes m as the band plays
On. (TPhoto by SP4 Joe Toper)

Page 6 TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS August 3, 1970

Chaplain's Choice

CUCT - "Most of us prefer o be with combat troops out in the
ficld,” explains Chaphin (Licutenant Colonel) Roy Peters, division
chaplain, "You find that in the base camp situation there in't the
urgency or the pressure that there & i the field."”

“When you are face to face with the realitics of lift, your religion
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' ' means a lot more to you. You've got the time to think about &, as
well as the crcumstances that make you think about it," says
Chapkun Peters,

"In the fickd, I feel that the troops appreciate the chaplin corming
to them and they show it. They are a letle more real and 2 litke
more honest with you”

Chaplain Pcters, from Sacramento, Calif,, recently replaced
Chaphain (Licutenant Colonef) Gene M. Littke of Jericho Springs,
Mo., as division chaplain. Father Peters has been a priest for 22
years and a chaplain for cight.

Chaplain Peters, like other combat chaplains appreciates the
rapport with the men that he finds i the ficld. Many men who were
not churchgoers back m the world are found going here in Victnam
samply beczuse, as one trooper put it, "They say &t m English,”

N
. 3 I?
‘. ‘ e ———
i - 4 :
e M. fa
FIEX D MASS -~ Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Roy

Peters conducts services for @ line unit at Kanm,
(Photo by SPS Stephen F, Kroft)

THE AMBUSH

Ry SP4 ED TOULOUSE

DAUTIENG - "1 swatied again - missed, then went back to searching out the darkness. [ had been awake sitting m the wet paddy for
almost fifty-three mmutes - scemed like bowrs. The only breaks m the sdience had been answering the 'si reps,’ (situation reports) called
from base on the radio and the occasional snorng ffom somebody down at the end of the posion™

So go the reflections ofa 2nd Battakbon, 12th Infantry soklier on the previous night's ambush patrol,

"A flarc went up in the distance. T glanced at my watch and studicd the dial, - It's time!"

"1 touched the guy next to me. He woke with 2 nervous start,”

"What's the matter?” "Shh... ! Your guard.” "Oh yeah, Okay.”

The tame 1s 1:0] am.

Typical American operations in Vietnam center around the nocturnal altempts (o surprise Charlie - the ambush,

1f'2 grune cver forgets anything about this tour, & probably won't be how to setup a ckaymore or stay awake on guard duty. Fond
memones they're not.

"When I think ofa "bush.’ all that comes to mind & rain and mosquitoes,” said Specialist 4 Paul Engrav, of Rochester, Minn., now a
clerk with Delta Company, 2nd Battabon, 12th Infantry.

The minutes of guard duty ofien seem endless according to the soldiers.

"When I'm on guard duty, guessing at the time & like a weird game," saxd Specialist 4 Steve Crider, of Marion, Ky. "1 try pot to keep
Jookmyg at my watch,” he added. "It really makes time drag,”

While the eyes are constantly scanning the night, the ever-tense mind occasionally secks an escape.  Reality can be sofiened by
picasant thougis. Perhaps il 1 somethmg m the ketter fom a grl or wife; maybe it's an ypeoming R&R,

Nevertheless, the grunt never forpets where he .

Ask these guys who go ona "bush” - Charlie's out there.
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Surname: Peters

—

Forename: Roy V.
Unit: 503 Infantry Regiment (Airborne) (Chaplain,4 Bn) (173 Support Bn,attached)

Rank: Major
Number:

Award: Bronze Star with V device
Place: South Vietnam 196/

Further Info:

from Sacramento,California

born Sacramento,California

ordained Roman Catholic priest 1948

entered service 1960

Division Chaplain,25th Infantry Division 1969-70
retired 1986 (Colonel)

awards Legion

of Merit (x3),Bronze Star with V (x2),Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal (also

awarded Purple Heart)

pastor emeritus,Saints Peter and Paul Parish,Honolulu,Hawaii

Chaplain to Arlington National Cemetery and Tripler Army Medical Center
died 2.7.2006 age 81, Tripler Army Medical Center,Honolulu,Hawaii
buried Sacramento,California
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RECEIVER OF SIX BRONZE STARS

In 1967, an article was written about a Chaplain who prayed on Hill 875. He said “You
ask me what there is to be thankful for on this day, [ am thankful that these men here are
alive and that we have accomplished our mission.™ The Chaplain was Major Roy Peters
of Sacramento, California. Chaplain Peters was at the front when the paratroopers made
four attacks on the hill. He was there when they took it on Thanksgiving Day. “I have
always preached a lot about hell but I had never seen it unti] these last three days™.

The men made clear how they felt about him. “You can’t say enough about that man. He
is an inspiration to all of us, Catholic, Protestant or whatever,”

Roy Peters a Christian Brothers Alumni in the class of 1942 (but left his senior class to
cnter the seminary) was ordained in 1948. He scrved at Roscville, Angels Camp and the
Cathedral in Sacramento. He was pastor in Weaverville until 1961 and then became the
Chaplain for the 173™ Airborne Brigade from 1962 to 1986 and a paratrooper in 1964,

Roy V. Peters served in the U.S. Army with several tours in Vietnam (2 2 years). He
was awarded the Bronze Star six times, the Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal,
Army Commendation Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal
with 8 Bronze Service Stars, Armed Forces Reserve Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Overseas Service Ribbon, Vietnam Campaign Mcdal, Parachutc Badge, Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry and the Presidential Unit Citation.

After leaving the Army, he served at St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Sacramento, then as
pastor at St, Joseph Parish in North Sacramento and then in the early *90s become Pastor
of St. Peter and Paul Church in Honolulu, He died while in Honolulu in 2006.

Certainly a tribute to his family, his friends, to CBHS and to God!




CITATIONX
The Secrstary of the Army has awarded the Army Commendation Medal to:

CHAPLATY (MAJOR) ROY V. PETZRS, 02281204, CHAPLAINS CORP, United States
Army

for Meritorious Service:

During the period 30 November 1966 to 1% April 1967, Father Peters was
assigned to temporary duty with the 9ia Logistical Commsnd to help meet sn ur-
gent requiremement for additionsl Catholic Chaplains within the command. Eis
performance of duty in providing this support was truly outstending, He be-
came the personification of the ideal Army Chaplain and earned the respect and
adniraticon of the eniire command.

Frior to Father Peters' arrival, there was one Catholic Chaplain covering
ell US frmy troops in Thailand. This responsibility was divided after Father
Peters' assigmment and both priests began an sctive program of visiting 211 US
Army personnel regardless of their location ip-country, Father Peters' devot-
ion to duty was such that the men stationed st various installstions through-
out Thailend could always depend on him to be present for amy scheduled activ-
ity. Never did he fail to keep a commitment ewen though it required hours of
driving through all types of weather end road conditions. His reliability be-
came known throughout the command and set an example worthy of emulation by all
grades and ranks.

In spite of his demanding schedule, Father Peters actively supporied and
helped direct the Camp Friendship Catholic Men's Group. He was directly res-
ponsible for the planning and operation of & five day Catholic Retreat held at
Hug Hin, Thailand. This Retreat was attended by over 200 US Army and Air Force
personnel and was considered by all to bte an outstanding success. He acted as
the principal coordinator between the US Army personnel of his faith and the
Catholic population of the local commmity. His meny imaginative yet logieal
ideas resulfed in relizious and social programs that greatly enhanced the rap-
port and muiual understsnding between nationslities.

Father Poters' contribution to the officers and men of this commend was im-
measurable. Ee gave all that he possessed to provide the personnel of this com-
mand the maximm in religious guidance and activitios. His geniume concern for
the welfare of the soldier end his whole-hearted dedication to serving God and
Country have been an invalusble =sset to this Command and the United States Army.
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BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT
THE AIR MEDAL

IS PRESENTED TO

HAJOR ROY V. PuT.H5, C2281204, CHAPLAIN'G CURPS

ClT .0 STAT.S5 ARMY

For distingunishing himself{ by meritorious achievement
while participating in sustained aeTial flight in support
of combat ground forces of the Republic of Vietnam
during the period 16 Muy 1967 to 1 November 1507.

During this time he actively participated in more than
twenty-five aerial missions over hostile territory in support
of counterinsurgency operations. During all of these
missions he displayed the highest order of air discipline
and acted in accoxrdance with the best traditions of the
service. By his determination to accomplish his mission
in spite of the hazards inherent in repeated aerial flights
over hostile territory and by his outstanding degree of
professionalism and devotion to duty, he has brought
credit upon himself, his organization, and the military
service.
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DEF;RTMNT OF THE ARMY cbb
HAADL_RTERS 173D LIRPORNE BilGLDE (S _ARATE)
AP0 San Francisco 96250

(3T-FLT. ORDLRS 29 March 1968
NUKEER 782
50D OF TuE IROVZE ST L DL Foic REROISM
(SECOND _O/X LEF CLUSTER)

e TC 320. The following AWIKD is announced,

PZTERS, ROY V, oO228120) (714-14-6815) MiJOR CEALAIN x
UIDTED STATES ARKY Company &, (Kdemdnistration), 173d Support Battalion (iirborne)

fwarded: Bromge Star Medal (Sccond Oak Leaf Cluster) with V" Device

Date action: 30 January 1968

Theater: Republic of Vietnan

Reason: For hercism in connectior with military cperations against a hostile
force, Major Peters distinguished himself by exceptionally valorcus
actions on 30 January 1968 in the Republic of Vietnan, On this day
cnemy forces had conducted 2 snenk attack against an fmerican
artillery- campound during the "TaT THUCLM, Company D of the 4Lth
Battalion was locked in deadly cambat with the enery in vushing
the enery from the compound, When Chaplain Peters arrived in the
ccaupound, the withdrawing enemy was laying down an cxframely heavy
and accurate base of small ams and autcmatic weapens fire into the
compeund. Regardless of this, Chaplein Poeters meyod | around,
comforting and encouraging the troops. Later in the day Caapany D
was still engaged with the eremy on ® Cerstery Hill " when a mortar
rowxd landed noor the forcmest edge of the perimeter, wounding some
men, Without hesitation, or regard for his own® perseonel safoty,
Chaplain Feters rushed to whore the stricken men lay, and with
encoy small amms and autometic weapens fixe crackling all about
hir, commenced to aid and cvvacuate the mere seriously wounded., Ho
remained in that exposed position until the men were succassfully
evacuated and receiving proper medicsl care, Major Peters!
outstanding display of aggressiveness, devetion to duty, and
perscnal bravery were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the militexry service, and rcflect great eredit upon himself, his
widt, and the United States fomy,

fathordity: DBy direction of the President under the provisions of Executive

Crder 11046, 24 fugust 1962 and US/IRV Message 16695, AVA-S,
1 July 1966,

FOR THZ COMMINDLR:

OFFICIAL: JOHN ¥, EYRNG
Major, AGC

Mdjutant General

Qfgr 2 /é« A

NOLEF
4 Qapta.i.rf; AGC
4issistant idjutant General

DLSTRLBUTTON:
10 ~ FLB 5 — Indiv indic 3 — CINCUSARPAC ATTN: GROP-MH
2 - PIO 5 — Unit indic 1 - CG, USIRV ATIN: AVEAG-PD

2 - PnB 1 = TGO ATTN: AGPR-F 1 = US[FSSC ATIN: LGPL-F



AUTKON: NOT 1O BE USED FOR THIS IS AN IMFORTANT RECORD ANY ATERATIONS IN SHADED
_DENTIFICATION PURPOSES SAFEGUAKD IT AREAS RENDER FORM vOD
DD FORM 21 4 PREVIOUS EDINONS OF THIS CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DISCHARGE
1JuL7¢ FORM ARC ODSOLETE. FROM ACTIVE DUTY
| MNamE (Las:, firss, middle) 2 DEPARTMENT, COMPCHNENT AND 3RANCH 3. 30CIAL SECURITY NO
PETERS _ROY VICTOR ARMY=-RA~CH 717 | 14| 6815
0. GRAGE, RATL OR RANK 4D, PAY GRADE S DATE OF BIRTM 6, PLAGE OF ENTRY INTQ ACTIVE OUTY ]
COL 06 240830 Sacramento California
TOLAST DUTY ASSICNMENT AND MAJOR COMMAND 2. STATION WHERE SEPARATED
Med Co A Tripler Army Med Cen HSC HS Fort Shafter Hawaii
7. COMMAND 1Q WHICH TRANSFCREZD 10 SGUCOVERACE
NA& amouets_ S0 oo j NOME
m PRMARY SPECLALTY mwzzzd,;;;e AIND viusw AND S T 12, RECORD QF $ERVICL = ;t—n (%) MO (v QAY (%)
MONTHS BN SPECIALTY /. nal specialty mumbders n -
(ruolying perivdy of une or more yeurs)  §H4 Chaplain// | ®: Oate Extarad AD Thiy Pariod 62 01 Na
NOT'HING FOLWS b, Seporation Dote This Period gé 08 3 3;___‘
€ Mot Active Service This Period 24 Q7 23
4. Toal Prive Adtive Survice 00 Q02 14
€ Toral Prige Inactiey Seevice 07 Q4 25
1. Foregn Survice 11 [o]8} 12
g. Sea Service 00 00 00
b Eactive Dara of Poy Gredu 74 11 05
L Rassrve Oblig Term Oove 00 Q0 00

13 DECORATIONS MEDALS BADGES, CATICHS AND CAMPAIGH RIUIONS AWARDED GR AUTRORCED (All pertods of service)  Leg Lom. OfF Mexrit
w/3 OLC//Bromze Star Medal w/S OLC (2 w/Dev)//Purple Eeart (1)//Meritorious Service
Medal w/2 OLC//Air Medal (2)//Army Commendation Medal//National Defense Service Medal/
Vietnam Service Medal w/8 Bronze Svc Stars//Armed Forces Reserve Medal//Army Service
Ribbon//Oversea Scrvice Ribbon (2)//Vietnam Campalgn Medal//Parachute Badge (see 18)

- —— e

Lo Madaey SOUTATON (Courme Tm':;mwm. and rrorth crd ydar courplgdy ™ cﬁﬁl-éin 0fs Advy (196&) //Airbome
(1963} //Chaplain Off Basic (1962)//NOTEING FOLLOWS

15, MEMBER CONTRIBUTED 1Q POSTVITINAM ERA 16, HIGH SCHQOL GRADUALL OR LQUIVALENT 17 DAYS ACCRUED
VEIERANS CDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE FROGRAM D Q @ D IEAVE PAD
¥i$ NG YES NO 60
18 HEMARKS

Item 18 = Vietnam Cross of Gallantry w/Palm (Unit)//Presidential Uait Citation/
NOTHING FOLLOWS

19, MAIUNG ADORLSS AFTIR SEPARATION 20 MOMBER REGUESTS COPY 6 2L
469 Ena Road #3010 snrrg HI O ow o ver
Honelulu Hawaii 968135 y’ Arm”/ . Bves [Jno
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GENERAL ORDER 30 December 1967
NR{EER 2060

1, TC

BRONZE STR MEDAL FCR HEROISM
FIRST QK LyiF CLUSTER

320. The folloving & AT is amoweced.

PEIEES, ROY V. 02281204 CHAPLIN (MiJOR) CH'PLIINS COXPS USA Co A (Jdmin)

1734 Spt
Jwarded:

Bn (AMn).
Pronze Star Medal (Firet Oav Leaf Cluster) with "V" Device

Date action: 21 November 1967

Theater:
Reason:

Republic of Victnam

For herciss in coennection with military opcrations egainst a
nostilc foree: Charlain Poters <istinguished'hinmself by excop=
ticnally valorous actions ¢n 21 Fovember 1967 in the Republic

of Vietnam. On this day, Chaplain Peters entered the forward
battle area =t hill 875, vicinity of Dak To, Repudlic of Viet-
nem, When he entered the area he found numerous persomel who
woro seriously wownded awaiting evacuation. Beth he and the
womnd d wero subjected Lo heavy volumes of enemy mortar, amall
arms, ond rocket fire. Despite this, With canplete disregard for
his own personzl safety, Chaplain Peters emtinuwed to move among
the woeunded resszuring them and giving them canfidence. Chap=—
lain Peters work. € with the wowndaod sll day ¢ syite extremely
heavy mortar attacks which were almost continuous except for
short intervals. His proesence in the area inspired all, both
tho wounded and those awalting to be coamitted to combat, KHe
contributed materially to the ealm and well dizciplined evac—
uatien of 148 persommel on this day. Chaplain Peters! oulstand—-—
ing di=play of aggressiveness, devotion to duty, and personal
bravery were in the keeping with the highost traditions of the
milit v smervice, and reflectgresd ¢redit wupon himself, nis unit,
and the United States Amy.

Jutherity: By direction of the President wmder provisions of Exceutive

Order 11046, 24 jugust 1962 and US'RV Mossage 16695, AVA-S,
1 July 1966,

ROR THE COMIANDER:

OFFICLAL: JGEN M. BRNE
¥ajor, AGC
. Adjuwtant General
Aol TS Dty :

EANLE F. BUINS

Cis, USA

Azst AG
DISIRIEITION:

2 - PIO 5 = Unit Indic

3 = P5D 3 — CINCUSARP iC ATTN: APOP-MH

O - P.B 1 - CG, USARV AITH: AVH/'G-ED

T e 2 AP n £ . -1\--\\-. e S .
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! peracnally witnessed rm-o ¢ acts perfor-ed by Chaplain Reoy V. Peters,
valar, 02281204 on 30 Janwery 1902 sear Ty Iea Nerth, Wepublle of Joulh
yieb dam, Chanlain FRetors al‘-"'-(':- ftially in an artillery corpaund which
1'-‘d'b:.~o'1 overran earlicr fn the (": 7 by elaments ot the Sth 3atlalion, $°th
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.‘="ocr:'.c; ticé Ceepany "WBT enyspnd AU axtrdeat ing e eneny from Lha cc"pc.nd.
Thue dliEawing crony ws pmcz.*" wn extireroly Feavy fire into the comnound,
asere the fanard edse of the rerimstar wheng Linpliln Telers tag routing

a eund, offering ' oaxda of enca oo wamt 20 the 4rocpo. A little later in

a duy, Copany "L WS ageia i.. seavy ceatact with the eneny on "Ceuotc"y

Zfi_f.i.". A morlur road fell inte L famard pdre of tha commanyts pcr.w’..c:‘,

virrsiing sox pén.  Sraplain Fﬂt":‘;x mied ,a i --!'caw*rr" t"\c voanded oy

ol r.; lr dizrezamiine hias omn poersarl salsl: y wdih inconing enexy =@ 13.

oy £ ‘rc eraekling around nim, wl SO menCOl to asz).st in the evacuaticn X
of the mre eritlcally wounded, lio rersrined 4a tant expueed monitien, i

rendering cenfort and aid te tv am ot il thoy wore cuccessfally omcualed
ané wreerlving proper wxilenl eoivi,  Coaplaln Fulers' actions wer: definitely
wne in ‘/«'p.m" with e hirhest Lindilicns n:‘ the nited States Army

sral bis ool zcticns under fire wrovided o distinet otimilznt to the cobnl
treopers involved.
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COLErTNAL TR O

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT
TIIE BRONZE STAR MEDAL

IS PRESENTED TO

HAJUR 10X V. FETERS, 02281204, CHAPLAIN'S CUHFS
UKITID STATES ARMY

who distinguished bhimself by outstandingly meritorious
service in connection with military operations against a
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. During the period

13 MAY 1967 TO 18 SEPTEMBER 1967
he consistently manifested exemplary professionalism and
initiative in obtaining outstanding results. His rapid as-
sessment and solution of numerous problems inherent in a
counterinsurgency environment greatly enhanced the allied
effectiveness against a determined and aggressive enemy.
Despite many adversities, he invariably performed his
duties in a resolute and efficient manner. Energetically
applying his sound judgment and extensive knowledge, he
has contributed matcerially to the successful accomplishment
of the United States mission in the Rcpublic of Vietnam.
His loyalty, diligence and devotion to duty were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the military service and re-
flect great credit upon himsell and the United States Army.

PN Jnpans
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A tribute to three seminarian colleagues...
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Roy Pctcrs. Paul Duggnn and JackShnnnhxn
by Tom M c:\{ahon
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When 2 Mitty Man reads the obituaries a treasure of information can be
found in a few simple words; first we pause to mourn the passing of two
priests who were good and upright men ... and then some thoughts on their
persona, yet more on their style of priesthood. A reader may curiously ask
“what is a Mitty Man?" and this writer replies “A Mitty man is a who, a living
warm blooded human being clothed in black clericalism, created in an era unique
from 1932 to 1960." This writer is 2 Mitty Man, an a2lumnus of St, Patrick's
Seminary, ordained June 11, 1954,

The sports page of the San Jose Mercury News, 4/14/07 reads in bold print
"MITTY TAKES NO PRISONERS", a reference to San Jose's Archbishop Mitty
High School baseball team; their sports logo is MONARCHS. Perhaps it takes
a Mitty man to see the ireny and humor in the "no prisoners" and the king
logo. Today San Joseans would have no idea of who John Joseph Mitty
actually was but those priests ordained by him knew this empire builder
who ruled his diocese with an iron hand. Mitty's people came from Balle-
mitty, Ireland, John Joseph born a first generation native American in
Rochester, N.Y.; his American birth and unhappy upbringing are heavy
factors in Mitty's future attitude toward people, priests and in particular the
"FBI", the nickname of the "Foreign Born Irish priests”. Steven M. Avilla In
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO: sesquicentennial essays (Dr. Jeffery Burns,
editor) writes of Mitty: “San Francisco's fourth archbishop was by all accounts
a shy and somewhat humorless man who disliked public appearances (except
liturgies). His language was salty .. he was anything but sentimental ...
ecclesiastical trouble shooter .. didn't care about popularity ... more effective
than loved; Mitty never inspired warmth among his priests or people; his 26
year tenure left solid finances, a well-trained and respected corps of native
clergy and a patrimony of brick and mortar ....." Only a Mitty Man can read
between the lines. Jack Shanahan and Paul Duggan knew the drill and
remained until death honored members of the aforementioned respected
corps of native dergy. (In other essays I address the major problems that
were present to the clergy up to the Vatican Two Council of 1965.)

My first meeting with the Duggan clan was in the Motherhouse of the
Sisters of the Holy Names, located at the old site near Lake Merritt,
Oakland. Claire entered the convent on the same day as my blood sister
Thomasine. 1, a 7th grader, met Billy Duggan, both shortly destined to
follow Billy's brothers, Paul and Gene, to seminary. The Duggans were shy,
happy people, all with a Duggan lilt of head that I can in no way describe or
imitate and always a gentle smile. As much as I search I cannot in any way
tell you a3 single personal experience of Paul Duggan; I never heard a
clerical story about Paul, yet aware he was ever friendly and qulet, Paul's
military career and resume offer evidence of a derical job well done; none of
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the three Duggan priest-brothers ever had their names flashed on a gaudy
jumbotron screen, surely nothing negative, I dare to offer that the Irish who
came to America during and after the Potato Famine were known for their
silence and fine ability to adjust to surrounding drcumstances. I need talk to
Billv about his Irish ancestrv.

WILN NiIm ana wuwavenng wiln num Lo oreign ports. All Qergy «xnew or onan s
meticulous ways of cleanliness, hygiene, and neatness, and particularly the
wonderful Jerusalem story Cox tells of their eating with bare hands on the
floor of their Arab guide's home. Mitty Men had close bonds of friendship as
well as a good sense of humor — both sound tools of derical survival. Again,
time and distance kept me from knowing the clerical style of Jack
Shanahan. I did know he was smart, a fine historian and a well read
gentleman. I see Jack as "the classical Mitty man, always in the background
and one who hid his talents under the bushel basket”. His obituary gives
evidence of his life long pursuit of knowledge; that's the way Mitty would
have it.

Saturday I sat in the chapel stalls of St. Patrick's Seminary, listening to the
Alumni Choir under Don Osuna as they practiced Latin hymns for the Alumni
Day mass. I reminisced the hundreds of Mitty men who sat in these
venerable seats, singing Gregorian chant and preparing themselves
prayerfully for the ministry to people that lay ahead: rising at 6am,
meditation and Mass before breakfast in silence, sens of wonderful and
generous parents they purged themselves of selfishness and after
watching S000 Masses over a period of 12 years (for some less time) a
bishop ordained them Lo be Mass priests and to bring to the people sacred
signs that would led them to heaven. That Mitty Man-type of priest that
Tim Unsworth describes ('95) in CATHOLICS ON THE EDGE as "A
PRIESTHOOD FAST BECOMING A MEMORY™ (Chapter 13), and beloved Fr.
Bernard Haring writes of in PRIESTHOOD IMPERILED ('96), dies a little bit
more with the death of Father Duggan and Father Shanahan. Andrew
Greeley in CRUCIBLE OF CHANGE ('68) predicted that the worst would
come In the years after 2000. I had tears of mourning as I sat in my
accustomed seat at St. Patrick's Seminary on an Alumni Day that had little
relevance to the crisis that the People of God face today. I thought of Jay
Barry, 3 great Mitty man and his oft repeated comment "who is going to
mind the company store?”. It is obvious If the "store” is to remain open the
people better get on board.

I take this opportunity to divert from Mitty men to pay tribute to a2 great
priecst and army chaplain, Roy Peters. My heart was heavy as 1 read of his
death in Hawaii. Out to play basketball behind the Cathedral in Sacramento
2 young Roy is complained about by some little old ladies for a priest
wearing shorts and a t-shirt. This handsome devil says "screw it"™ and jolns
the army. My best times in service were with Roy Peters, friend of the non
coms and priest to all. Fort Ord bulletins frequently carried notice of proper
Insignia to be wom on military caps, while Ron continued to wear his
paratrooper badge in place of chaplain's cross. I tear up when I recall a
front line story of Roy (four tours in Vietnam) cradling a badly wounded G.I.
and searching for his dog tags to see his religion; the 19 year old says
“Padre, I'm not Catholic; please do your thing on me as I am going to meet
God". Roy anointed the lad and the boy died. Were Roy's arms those of
Jesus? Roy himself was good reason for a priest to be involved in the
military for the sake of American's young. I salute Colonel Roy Peters, SPS
alum and priest of Jesus the Christ, fine person and wholesome man.

The Church can take a man out of the institutional priesthood, but it has
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no power to take the priesthood out of the man, nor put a Jesus
priesthood into 2 man. [ personally enjoy a priesthoed today that I
fantasized in my seminary days. Recently a Roman Catholic said to me
“nothing has changed” and I replied that since before Pearl Harbor when I
was an 8th graderI have witnessed change In every year of my life, with a
big whopper called Vatican Two in 1965. D. Michael Rivage-Seul PhD in
his book THE EMPEROR'S GOD Misunderstandings of Christianity likens
the church on 2 pilgrimage — a caravan marching toward truth; the bulk of
people are in the middle, moving blindly along, while 2 rear guard defends
against those pesky oppressors and 2 forward visionary cadre scouts new
terrain. When five years old my father hiked in 1886 with my grandfather
from Virginia City, Nevada to Butte, Montana, grandpa seeking work in the
Anaconda after the Comstock failed, I know genetics and my place in the
forward cadre, while very much aware of the valuable places others play in
the caravan trek. The brotherhood of brothers who spent time at St.
Joseph's College and St. Patrick's Seminary is a community of followers of
Jesus, truly a presence of the Risen One in modern culture. What a
privilege I have had to know and serve with the likes of Roy Peters, Paul
Duggan and Jack Shanahan.

...Tom McMahon, San Jose, Ca. 06/07/2007
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Fmp A Grave
Actions
In N h
Bafing Last Scarch Roy V Peters
Lemetary Lookup
p Mernorial Photas Flowors Share Fdit
R I fing thi ial
Aind an Paterses In: Birth: Avg. 30, 1924
« Saint Marys Catholc Sacramento
cemetery and Sacramento County
Mausoleum Californiz, LUSA
« Sagramenty Death: Jul. 2, 2006
« Saamento County Honoluls
California Honolulu County
: A, Hawaii, USA
The life of Monsignor Roy V. Peters stretched
I across several fronts, from the jungles of
Sucreas Staples Vietnam to the churches of Sacramento. He
Rlacuzsion Forums was at times 2 soldier's comfort, at others a
find A Grave Store welcomed source of laughter at his parish,
Supgert find A Grave

The retired Army colonel, who completed two
2 tours of duty in Victnam and served several
churches in the Sacramento region, died July
2 at Tripler Amy Medical Center in Honolulu

X after batting an Mness stenming from 3 heart
et el conditlon. He was 81.

"Hc was 3 mon for 8l seasons,™ ssid Monsignor
James C. Kidder of Holy Trinity Church in El
Dorado Hils, a fnend of Monsignor Peters’
since the time the two attended Christlan
Brothers High School In Sacrameanto. "He
always said that he wanted to be 2 bishop in
the winter and play baseball in the surmmer,
He was an unusually charisrmatic person.”

Bom and ratsed In Sacramento, Monsignor
Peters was ordained at age 23 and served
padshes in Roseville, Angels Camp,
Sacramento and Weaverville untll volunteering
for the Army in 1960, 5aid his sister, June
Pcters of Sacromento,

He completed alrbome school two years later
and, after assignments In Japan and Thalland,

went to Vietnam soon after the start of the Cemetery Photo

war. Added by YWilligm Tatumn

“That was by his own insistence,” Kdder said.

“He would see those soldiers go out there ~ Request ™
every day, and some of them didn't come ﬁ;m £ A Photo &I
back and he thought he should be with them )

He had great qualties of leadership and it Photos may be scaled.

certainly showed In the military.” Clck om image for full size,

Kidder recalled a photograph in which
Monsignor Peters i pctured giving communion
to 2 soldicr in the Victnam jungle,

Rest in peace, Father Roy...You will
always have a place In my heart.
- Roxanne

In 2 1989 letter to former Bishop Akden Sell of Added: Feb. 24, 2023

Sacramento shortly before his seconad tour
began, Mongignor Peters wrote: T have been
anxious to retum since carly this year and 1
am so grateful for this assignment, As you
know, there [s nothing 25 satisfying 25 combat
ministry.”

Added: May. 6, 2012
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Monsigner Peters completed more than 120
jumps during his highly decorated military
career, breaking his neck m his final jurrp while
on 3 training mission in Kentucky,

He served as chaplain at Arington National

Cemetery and as prasident of the priest [eava flowmee
senate for the Archdiocese for the Military and gnote |
Services.

“He became a full colonel well before his time,*
Kidder $2id, "He was very proud of the soldlers
who were not distracted by the (Vietnam
War) controversy and what they saw was the
purpese of defending our freedom.”

After retinng from the Army in 1986,
Monsignor Peters served at St. Charles
Borromeo Church in Sacramento and was later
pastor of St. Joseph's Chwrch in El Monte,

John Hamey, whose marriage ceremony to his
wife, Monica, was conducted by Monsignor
Peters ot St, Joseph's in 1990, recalled the
mensignor would often keep his homilles short
during the NFL season so parishloners could
get home to watch the games.

"He brought a lot of people to the church,”
Hamey s2id. "He was just 2 good, happy
priest. He had 2 great sense of humor, and he
W3S AwAyYS reddy to hedr d gredt joke.”

In 1990, Monsignor Peters moved to Honoluiu
to serve Sts. Peler and Paul Church,

He was also the chaplain at Tripler Army

Medical Center and, as Kidder said, Toved
Hawai,”

"He initidted 2 Mass at Waikki Beach,
defending it 3s God's cathedral, more besutiful
than anything man had made," Kidder sakd.

Mensigner Roy V. Peters
Bom: Aug. 30, 1924

Dicd; July 2, 2006

Remembered for: A chaplein who retired from
the Ammy after 26 years and served two tours
during the Vietnam War. The Sacramento
native also served parishes In Roseville,
Sacramento and Weaverville, and was »
pastor at Stz. Peter and Paul Church in
Honolulu

Survived by: Sisters Marge Ellen Albouze and
June Peters, both of Sacramento, and several
cousins

Memorial services: Memorial Mass, 10 a,m
Friday at the Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament, 1017 11th St., Sacramento, and
funeral Mass at 7 p.m. Friday at Sts. Peter
and Paul Church, Honolulu. Private bural
service at St. Mary's Cemetery, 6700 21st
Ave., Sacramento

Remembrances: In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made in his memory to
the Sts. Peter and Paul budding fund orto a
charity of the donor's choice.

-Sacramento Bee, July 13,2006

Farmily links:
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Parents:
LeRoy Victor Peters (1893 - 1969)
Elien Mary Nefson Peters (1902 - 1992)

Bunal:

Salnt Marys Catholic Cemetery and Mausoleum
Sacramento

Sacramento County

California, USA

Plot: St Joseph's Lawn Sectlon 34040 Grave 1

Created by: EGRIG

Record added: May 06, 2012
Find A Grave Memorlal¥ 89668978

Advertisement

Vital Records Found For Roy Petaers in California

118 Vital Spordoned by Archivex

Accuracy and Lopyraht Dizclaimer
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Posted cn: Sunday, July 0, 2008

Combat chaplain Msgr. Roy Peters, 81
Advertiser Staff

Combat chaplain, pansh priost, retired Army colonel —
Mensignor Roy Peters, s longtime chaplain and retired Army
colonel, woeo 2 lot of hats In his 81 years,

A calord storytallar with a Hemingweyesque tum of phrage,
Pelers was known for hz quick but antentainng semoans and
succinct Masses, a ekl he lewrned aller yewrs of jumping out of
planes with his coremondal 0asr to Nold 3enicas for soldiers in tha
Vielnamees jungles.

He died ity 2 at Tripler Ammy Medical Contr.

AS D cOMBat chapkan in ViaTnam, he sened two tours of rontling combet culy, Incluting one of the
most notonous Latlles of the ite 20th contury, the Tat offersive. A decorated chaplan, he won s
bronza stars; a Purple Heart, thees medtonous sandce medels, a commeandsation medsl and thraee
Legicrs of Mer.

Ha abways wantad 10 De & priast. But a5 8 voung boy, ha'd piay bsll In the street with his dad. That
bed to spit afintlies.

The family story i3 that when askod what ho wentod 10 bo when ho grow up, Potors would say ho
waa 9oing 1o be “a bishop in the winter and » bell player in the summer,” recelled his sister, Marge
Cllen Abouza

Bom the eidest of three children Aug. 30, 1924, in Sacramervo, Calif,, (o a nurse-tumed-homemaker
mather and auditor father, Petors heard & ot about Hawail, bocause his father had beon staticned at
Schofield Bamacks in World War L.

Poters was ordained of age 23 and zerved in the Sacremento Diocese untd 1980, when he
wluntesnad for Active duty In the Anmy. He complated Alrbome Schooi In 1962 and sensd as a
“perntroogar padre” in Okinaran, Thalland and Viatnam, He also senad o3 & chaplain at Adington
National Cometary, commandsnt at the Ammy Chepiain Schodf in Forth Monmeuth, N.J., and
chaplaln gt Tripler,

Aftar retiing in 1886, he serwed al churches in Sacramento until 1920, when he came to Honalulu to
sene at Sts. Peter and P Cwreh,

But those many years In the milllary never made him hard,

"Ho was genorous,” rememborod Patdck Downas, Spokesman 106 tho Honolulu A0cese, *He newr
£aid a bad word sbout anyone.*

"He was 3 fn Quy,” g8id his olher sister, June Petens. “We were blessed to have him as brothor ®
Heé lsaves his two sisters.

Visitation will be 4 p.m. to 7 p.m, Frday at Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 500 Kaheka St., followed
by & funeral Mass at 7 p,m, Inumment will follow at a lator date i Sacramanto, with amangements
by Williams Funersl Sendce,

g 1 Wil hagar the insennlinn "Alakay sad Aichemin™ in refermac s 10 han of hie amat loee ke
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sistens seid; Heranil and his fellow paratroopens.

In Bou of fowers, contributions may Be made in his memory 1o tha Sts. Poler and Paul building fund
or a chanty of chaico.



