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BRI NAIR Specslto T

Spencer Webb paints his face before Christian Brothers played Jesuit on Sept. . It’s a pregame rilual for the 6-foot-6 senior tight end who ha
overcome the absence of his parents to be recruited by colieges across the country. Webb plans 0 sign a national letter of intent with Oregor

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

His brother led him from a dark
place — now Christian Brothers
star’s ‘dreams are coming true’

BY JOE DAVIDSON
jdavidsun@sacher. com

pencer Webb paints his

face before every game,

meticulously drawing his

forefinger across his
upper cheeks with the sticky goo
until it’s just right.

Standing before a mirror is
easy now, Webb likes what he
sees. But this hasn't always been
the case.

Before he emerged as a tower-

ing 6-foot-6 national recrait ae
Christian Brothers High School,
Webb was every bit a lost soul.
He didn’t Iike what the reflection
revesled: images of confusion,
reseatment, sadness.

That’s gone now. A boy from a
broken home and broken roots is
held together by a conviction
that things will continue to be
OK, that he can control all of it
with attitude and effort, and that
the glue has been applied by
32-year-old brother Cody Webb,
his legal guardian for five years.

“My dreams are coming true,”
Webb said.

Football is Webb's release, and
he unicashes. At 235 pounds and
growing, the tight end is a blend
of grace in the open field catch-
ing the ball and of fury, running
over defenders on his way to the
end zone. Christian Brothers is
in izs 100th year of football, and
Webb stands as one of its most
promising talents. He evokes
images of Eason Ramson of the
1970s who went on to start at
tight end for the 49ers during

their first Super Bowl season
1981, and Matt Traverso of
late 19903 before he played a
Stanford.

“And Spencer’s still just a
puppy, still growing into his
body, but he's a great talent,’
Christian Brothers coach Ty
Almond said. “He's coachabl
he’s got a great attitude. It's
incredible and inspiring ro thi
a young man is raising a teen
er, and they're doing a great
job.”

Webb's first scholarship of
was from Sacramento State, 2
then others came from across
the country,

“We were at a Sac Staze fox
ball camp in June and an assi
ant coach from Oregon saw n
Christian Brothers shirt,” CB
assistant coach Jason Regino
said. "He came sprinting oves
tell me how much they love
Spencer, “The kid is going to |
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