Yubi Separovich kept
Solons in town in 1943

By Nancy Weaver Teichert
BEE STAFF WRITER

Yubi Separovich, 89, who
“saved” baseball in Sacramento
in 1943 by keeping the Solons in
town and went on to become the
team’s general manager, died Fri-
day from cancer.

Mr. Separovich and former Sac-
ramento Union sports editor Dick
Edmonds got the money together
to buy the Solons franchise from
the Pacific Coast League, which
had planned to move the team to
Washington state.

Son George Separovich said
his father and Edmonds formed a
corporation to buy the franchise
andsold stock to Sacramento resi-
dents eager to keep the team.  «

“They went door to door solicit-
ing,” recalled his daughter Ellyn
Radich of Sacramento.

“They got business people and
the average citizen who cared to
contribute.”

George Separovich said every-
one was upsct over the possibil-
ity of losing the team, which pro-
vided one Sacramento’s few en-
tertainment opportunities in the

. middle and late 1940s.

“Back then, it was a real big
deal. It was-like the Kings leav-
ing,” he said, remembering the
stories he heard as a child.

“They were able to scrape up
the money at the zenith hour,
and they were able to keep them
(the Solons) here,” said Radich.

OBITUARY

Yubi Separovich

Born: June 10,1815

Died:Feb. 11,2005

Remembered for: Saving baseball
in Sacramento by raising funds for
the Sacramento
Solonsin 1943.
Survived by: His
wife of 60 years
Mae; daughter
Ellyn Radich and
son George
Separovich of
Sacramento;
sister Stella
Martin of
Sacramento; five
grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren

Funeral services: A Mass of
Christian buriat at St. Mel's Catholic
Church, 4547 Pennsylvania Ave,,
Fair Oaks, today at 10:30am
Entombment at St Mary's Cemetery
will be private

Mr. Separovich was very
proud of keeping the team and
later served as general manager
from 1945 to 1950, his son said.

There were other business suc-
cesses and civic services to fol-
low.

Mr. Separovich tried his hand
at tne carpet and liquer busi-

nesses before settling in as presi-
dent of an industrial loan compa-
[1"’-

He couldn’t read music, but for
a while he lead a dance band un-
der the name of Yubi Wilson.

Mr. Separovich was active in
several civic clubs, serving 45
years with the California Elks
Lodge No. 6.

He rose to exalted ruler in
1959-60, district deputy grand ex-
alted ruler in 1968-69 and presi-
dent of the California-Hawaii
Elks Association from 1972-73.

He also served as president of
the Fort Sutter Lions Club.

He loved to golf at the
Northridge and Del Paso country
clubs.

He also was a founding mem-
ber of the American Slavic Hall
Association.

“He was a club person. He
loved giving speeches,” said
Radich. “Nothing was handed to
him. He was a self-made busi-
ness entrepreneur.”

Memorals may be made to
Christian Brothers High School,
4315 Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd., Sacramente, CA 95820, or
to St, Patrick’s Home for Chil-
dren, 5945 Franklin Blvd., Sacra-
mento, CA 95824,
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Joe, son
George Scparov
ich an wife
Dorothy, and his
sister Stella Mar- §
tin, his grandchil-
dren; Melinda
Mesbah, Lori Rob- §
erts, Anna Fitz-
aerald, Gcorgc
Jr., and Aaron Se-
parovich. He is al
S0 survived by 6 loving arcat grandchlldrc
and numerous nicces and nephews. The fam
ily wishes to express their heartfelt thanks
and deepest appreciaftion to Jane and Pua,
Yubi’s deveted caregivers, He was preceded
in death by his first wife, The late Clara Bow
len Separovich, his parents, the late George
and Annie Separovich, his brother the late
Richard Separovich. He was a graduate of
e Christian Brothers High School. Yubi has

been a member of Sacramento, California

MORGAN, BrotherH Elks Lodge No. é since his initiation in 1941
F an he &l and served actively for 43 years at the lodge.
Sc. ther Gary district, state and Grand Lodae level, He was
the Exalted Ruler in 1952-60. He was District
Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler in 1968-69 and
served as President of California-Hawaii
Elks Association in 1972-73. Additionally, he
served as President of the Fort Sufter Lions
Club, the Lincoln Club of Sacramento Vziley,
Camellia Festival Association, Sacramento
Council of Lions Clubs, Young Men’s Insti-
tute, Sacramento Area Commerce and
Trade Orgamzanon Charter President of
Sacramento’s Christian Brothers School
Board of Regents, Past President of North-
ridge Country Club, Director of Sacramento
During his ons and Crime alert, Director of Sacramento
storied career he “Thumbs Up" Program, and was a member
toucned the Iives of of Sacramento Sutter Club and Del Paso
Country Club. He was 3 member of Korcula
Club, the Over the Hill Gang and was proud
to be a Founding Member and President of
the American Slavic Hall Association. He was
President of Atlast Thrift Company and was
founder of and gave many spceeches on “The
Constitutional Rights of Private Organiza-

nd drug ctjon tions." He saved organized baseball for Sac-
1hrough his rchabl ita- ramento and for a number of years was Gen-
ﬂon program, Vaugiard cral_Manager of the Sacramento Solons in

the Triele A Pacific Coast League. He served
for several years as Vice President of the Pa-
cific Coast Baseball League. Friends are
welcome for visitation at W.F. GORMLEY &
SONS CHAPEL, 2015 Capitol Avenue, on
Wednesday from 2:00am until 5:00pm and are
invited to attend a Mass of Christian Burial
10 be offered for the repose of his soul at St.
Mel’s Cathelic Church, 4547 Pennsylvania
Avenue, Fair Osks, on Thursday at 10:30am.
Enfombment at SI. fMary’s Cemetery will be
private. Memorials may be made in his
meamory 1o the Christian Brothers High
School, 4315 Martin Luther King Jr. Bl., Sac-
ramenio, CA 95820 or fo St. Patrick’s Home
for Children, 5945 Franklin 8l., Sac., CA
95824, or t0 a charity of your choice.
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