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KEITH KENNEY '62

High School Picture




From:

jkirrene@ shosiobal net &

Subject:
Date: February 27, 2017 at 4:10 PM

To:

Jemry Kirene irenes

Sent from my iPhane

shogicbal net
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Keith Henmf (eft) Tom Keany (right)



When Peace Came to Pacific,
As Told by Sacramento Boy

HEN the war with Japan
came o an end, how did
our boys react?

No one could tell that story)
g0 well as one of the boys them.!
selves.

And here is the story of Keith
B. Kenny, second officer, SS
Francis  Parkkman, aboard his
ship off OKkinawa when the
great news came. The accom-
panying poem is also by Kenny,
written as the first wild burst
of jubilation faded.

The- letter was written to
Kenny's folks, Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas F. Kenny, 2213 U Street.,

The Last Qutpost.
The Immortal Day.
Dear Folks: 3

I shall never forget tonight as
long as I shalf live. I have
never scen anything like it be-
fore. I shall never see anything
like it again,

Great 18 the rejoicing through-!
out the world—on every farm,|
in every village, every hamlet.
And I am sure that nowhere is
there greater celebration thanin
the United States, a celebration
not o be missed. But I would
not trade what 1 have seen and
felt tonight far any other ex-
perience this side of heaven. For
the s¢ene T have witnessed to-
night transcends all bounds and
can only be described as one of
tremendous awe. v
Live in Immortality

I know that there it occurred
on August 9 and that the ninth
will live in immortality; but
here, at Oklnawa, it was the
10th, and it is the 10th of Au-
gust that 1 shall remember al-l
Ways !

It happencd shortly after 9!
P, M. 1 wagin my bunk but not
asleep, for I had just turned in,
I heard a ship's horn far across
the anchorage. “Fumny,” 1
thought. “What would anyone
be whistling for tonight?’ Then
there was another whistle, and
still another, it was picked up
from ship to ship and blared in
ever increasing volume,

“Wonder what's up,” I
thought., Then it siruck me-—
“My God! The war's over!™

I looked quickly out the port
and the first thing I saw was
the searchlights waving . back
and forth across the black void—
long white fingers that webbed
and unwebbed as 1 watched.
Then I s=aw the tracers. - . .

Thanks for Peace

“May the peace of the Lord be always with you.”
{From the mass,)

Okinawa, August 15, IM5 (Aug. 14, U, S A)

Oh, God of night! Oh, God of day’
With trembling Jips and heart I pray.

A thousand million voices fi)l
The air with shouts of joy'—and stil]

A thousand million tears are shed

For the homeless, the

A thousand million hearts cry out
Their thanks—so simple—so devout,

Oh, thank Thee—how

With zoul run o'er with elation!
Unsurpassed exhilaration!

Oh, God, T do not come to plead
Divine assistance in some need.

Nor do T come to just adore;
I worship Thee—stil), there is more—

On this day sin and shame do cease,
Tomorrow dawns the age of peace,

Thou, Almighty, hast snuffed out war,
I thank Thee, thank Thee, thank Thee more!

And I my voice to this vast host,
Do humbly add—though less than most.

Nor mid the joy forget the loss—
(Christ, lay down Thy aching cross!)

No more in black of night we grope,
Ancad there looms the light of hope.

Through blood and death our legs have Lrod,
The prodigals relurn to God.

"What words to say what T would say?
What phrases, sounds, to mark this day?

That man lives on, in spite of sword!

.

I raise my voice to shout my thanks, | ‘
No more above the din of tanks;

No more the roar, the gore of war,
But, peace and love I thank Thee for.

Nor I alone an a)l this earth,
But round and round jand round its girth,.

Ber

maimed, the dead,

I thank Thee, Lord!

—IK. B, KENNY,

amazed joy. I started at the fireyv,
noisy beauty, and I thought
aloud: “Can it be? Is it true? Do
you know what this means?"”
And I wanted to burst my lungs
and scream for joy! I wanted to
fall to my knees in  prayer,
thanking God!

If I had heard the strains of
the anthem, I should certainly
ave ¢ricd. Only that was milss-

.

and even so the show was slow
to subside,

As the lights went out, and
the smoke-screen curled  over
and engulied the ship, I made
my way through the blacked-out
passages to my stateroom. And
there I knelt and prayed, Never
have I prayed so simply—so
clogquently,

“Thank you' oh, thank you,
God™

=

Lights Went n

|ml;_:hf.v

REITH B. KENNY,
peace from

flood of sound
infinite joy.

to whom
war came in a

and

And 50 the news came to Oki-
nawa. -

Y — e — e o o .




P X

Oﬂ tcfhisgqv ‘IQ “‘ ﬂ.-. do i
Tomorrow dawne the age of peace. |
Thou, .ok Lord. hast.ended war, | i
For thiz T thank Thee, thank Thee |

I raize my voice to =hout my -
——— . thanks,
Ran To See Display i No more ehove the din of tanks -
“The” lights in my <tatercom : No more the roar, the gore of WRT,
flooded on. ‘Sparks’ (the radio;But peace and love % thank Thee
operator) was in the doorway. i for. ‘. 3
‘Have you heard the news? he! -
asked. 'The Japanese have «urw\or I, alone, on al! This carth,
,rendered.” Then he was gone. SofBur all aresnd its far-ﬂung gmh
was I. In moccasins and drawers’A thousand million veices fill-
I ran to the boat deck and there: The air-with shouts of )ov—and
beheld the most inspiring sight Ii sulll
zhall ever see
Tracers and searchlights from: A thousand mxllmn tears are <h-d
every ship in every direction filled : For the homeless, ‘maimed and
the tkv. Joining these were thel dead.
shelis from 20mm. and <0mm.jA thousand million hearts cr\ out
guns, colored rockets, colored para- . Their thanks—so simple, so .~ .}
. chute flares and pyrotechics. an' devout. i ;
set off together and’ providing a g
beactiful and at the same wime And I myv \mce to tnis \'aS’ l‘o<t
terTifying panorama of color and Do humbly add. thouzh less than
a din of noise. most: 3
Screams of ‘happy men. ar md Nor ‘mi4d the jov forget '.he loss—
at the sicht and overwhelmed with ' (Chréer. iax down ﬂ-y aching
Joy. could be heard above the' grgss! <)) ten
sounds of sirens and guns. Youmg ° ; '~'
Kenny #aid he wanted to burst No more in ‘olack of night we

PESRRES

his lun’gt He wanted 10 fall o his grope. .
. knees in prayer. thanking God  ’ Ahead there Iooms the hg‘\z of
Thought Strikes Writer 3 nope.

“Then a thought overwnelmed ""nrouyh hlood ard dea:n our ’N:h
“me. This celebration is by Amer-: have rod. f
. icans—America’s fichters—Ameri-. The prodigals reiurn, o God. 3
'ca< ‘barbarians’ -~thess Tmen who ! !
cheer, who gn mad on this occa-i \Whas worus to s3v? '\l’ha’ wo'.:ld]

(sion must ceriainly be the most I sax?

peace-loving race of all rimes. How  VWha- ph'asnc sounde 1o m?rk 'l
much this means 10 them. to me:,  tnisday? I
i For some it is the ond of an era: : Onh *hank Thee—haow I thank Theel)
for =ome the heginning of life: for Lord. - =R ;
-2ll the revival of hope™ That man lives 0n daspize the l

It was. he explained. 2an un-' sanrd: :
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Keith F. Ken

Sacramento.—How the news. of
' the Japanecse szurrender affected
the men at the varlous Pacific
‘battle posts, and at Okinawa in
perticular, | was deseribed  vividly
by Keith B. Kenny in a latter re-
celved last weex by his parents
here, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F.
Kenny of 2213 U Street. .

Young Kenny, a sccond officer
aboard a Liberty Ship, has been
in the service for several years
and has celled at meny island

stations in the line of duty. He is3

a graduate of the Christian Broin-
ers’ School and of the California
Maritime Academy. , .
“I sheli never forget tonight =s
long as I live. I have never seen
anything like it before., I shall
‘never sep anything like it again™
the seaman wrote {from Okinawn.
,which he called in his letter<head
“The Last Outpost.,” His date was
“The Immortal Day.”
‘Would Not Trade Experience
He said he would not trade what
‘he had seen and feit on the occa-
sion of the surrender news for any
other experience this side of heav-
en. The joyous victory celebration

Victory Display At Okinawa

THE-SUPERIOR LALIFORNIA REGISTER

ny Writes On

authorized celebration and display.
The entire thing, from every ship,
wag spontaneous, and the authore
ities pullied at their hair over the.
commotion, the spent ammunition.
They fumed and swore, all the
while themselyas scarcely able to
suppress the exhiliration that tore
at their-hearts, - " TR
- T stop the display off Okinawa
the air raid alarm system had . to
be used and all hands called to
battlestations. Even then, the show
was slow to subslde. : A2

Prayed in Stateroom - 4

{

. *As the lights went out and the |
smokesereen curled over and en- |
gulfed the ship I made my way.
through the blacked:out passages
to my stateroom. And -there T
knelt and ‘praved. Never: have I
prayed so simply, so eloquently.
Thank you. oh thank ¥ou. God!
And so the news came to Okin-
‘awa.” : e i
A few days later Seaman Kenny
wrote & hvmn -of thanksgiving:
.under the title, “May the Peace
of the Lord be Alwavs with You,"
from the missal. The text, sent

at Okinawa transcended -all
bounds. he wrote, and inspired one
(with a feeling of tremendous awe.
- There it was August 10.

“It happened shortly after 9:00
p. m. I was in my bunk. but not

'asleep, for I had just turned in.
I heard m ship's: horn. far across

‘the anchorage. "Funny, I thought,
‘what would anvone be whistling

[ other whistle and still another. It
L was

icked up from ship to ship
and 4 lawrsd (a eVver-increating Vol
ume.

" Then It struck the sailor from
| Sacramento that the war was gver.
| He looked_out over the port and
‘caw the searchlights waving hack
'and forth across the black void —
“long white fingers rthar webbed
* and unwebbed as he watched. Then;
he saw the iracers. =5

With trembling lips and heart X.

from Okinawa under the date of
August 135, is ds follows: [
Oh God of night, oh God af Dax:. L

My soul nins over with ‘clation
Apd. ynsurpassed exhiliration.,

Oh God, T do not -come 10 plead.. |
Divine pgeistance in some needs

I fvorship
_ more—

ee—but there 13- =



. bus to attend a highly competi-

' Brothers School held its annual
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CBS Orators
Emote In Bay

Area Contests

During the past three weeks
the CBS Speech Ciub has sent
speakers to the bay area to par-
tcipate in contests at the Uni-
versity of Santa Clara and at
San Francisco State Teacher’'s
College.

On May 7 and 8, seven speak-
ers were sent to the latter cam-

tive contest which included six

fields of discussion—radio broad- e

casling, oratory, extemporane-
ous speaking, debate, and after.
dinner speaking.

In this contest, Joe Gutierrez

competed in radlo anonuncing
and oratory; Mervin and Jerome
Conlan, debate; Roland Charles,
radio announcing; and Frank

CBS Apostle

v

Splering, who made the finals in ‘CBS Graduate

oratory,

On Saturday, May 1, eleven
speéakers traveled to the Univer-
sity of Santa Clara, to compete
against 23 high schools from
Northern California.

Among the CBS contingent,
Frank Spiering won three stages
of oratory but lost in the finals,
Joe Gutlerrez finished high in
the toyouts of oratorical m

consisting of Jerome Conlan, Jim
Bennett, Roland Charles, ana
Merv Conlan, receive word that
they had won two out of threc
debates, but the final results are
yet to be announced.

Student Body
Selects Ring

Last Thursday, the Student
Body of CBS voted on the tradi-
tonal school ring. Seven rings
were voted upon by slphabetical
order and style “D”, the ring
submitted by the Juniors, was
accepted.

The ring chosen has a blue
stone bearing a Gaellc crest and
the cost was announced at about
twenty-three dollars.

Patrons Party

Boosts Library
The Patrons Club of Christian

Card Party Monday night, April
26, at 8 P M. in the school Cafe-
teria. For the price of 50 cents
theres was offered door prizes,
score prizes and free refresh-
ments.

This Club is composed of mo-
thers whose sons have graduat-

Is Ordained

Rev. Xieth B, Kenny, a Chris-
tian Brothers graduate, was or-
dzined in a solemn ceremony at
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sac-
rament, May I, by Most Rever-
end Bishop Robert J. Armstrong.

Entering CBS in 1938 he be-
campe an honor student, meriting

NP Student'body jobs, and

the senior class presidency. He

iwas captain of the gridiron team

after serving four years as tac-

{ kle.

Before entering Menlo Park's
St. Patricks Semznary in 1948
he was z student at Sacramento
Junior College, University of
California, and Santa Clara. He
then becameée a merchant marine.

Father Kenny sald his first
Solemn Mass in his own parish
church, Immaculate Conception,
on Sunday May 2. He is the son
of Thomas ¥. Kenney, 2213 U
Street, Sacramento.

Seniors S?ng
Bishop's Mass

On the 28th of April, Rev. Rob-
ert J. Armstrong celebrated a
Mass commemorating the Silver
Jubilee of his congecration ac
Bishop of the Sacramento Dio
cese,

His Eminence James Cardinal
McIntyre, Archbishop of Los
Angeles presided at the Mass. Al
S0 present was tne Most Rever-
end John J. Mitty, Archbishop
of San Francisco.

Most Reverend Dusne G, Hunt,
D.D., Bishop of Salt Lake City,
delivered the sermon. Many Els-
hops from the West Coast were

jpresented by the St. Mary's Alum-

FRANTIC FACTS OF ‘34

By FRANK
MEMOS OF THE MONTH. —

SPIERING
St. Joe's Press Club Dance

quite interesting. At the door I was greeted by the usual “cut
comment” from PATSY GREENE, who reluctantly accepted
money and checked thoroughly to see if it would stretch. Appa
:y satisfied, she unlocked the door and T went in.

Thanx to HiLights for men-
tioning me in their journal®which
aroused my curlosity as to how
many “green freshmen” attend
their academy.

CYO Rally coming up is going
to be way out. For & buck you
et everything from a ham din-
aer to an orchestra dance (A-]
kiddies).

Lotsa parties have been crash-
od lately. The big question, “Who
Jues the crumbe?”

Crazy Mixed Up Gripes

A reign of terror has swept
across Sacramento lately and
all because of a little item nick.
named a “Ducktail.” Tt is a rather
prefabricated butch with wings.,
Seems a city ordinance has been
passed agin® em. (Flug: Brother
Carl &5 still giving haircuts in
the library).

Junior Prom tonight. Sophs
and Frosh beware. Any lower
classman found within the por-
tals of the Mirror Room between
8 and 12 will be promptly toed
out. FAMOUS EAST WO
“We didn’t break up,
ran out of money.”

(Thanx to Smitty).
Revolting Reprecussions

Some rather dim wit posted a
zign on the Resident door read-
ing, “Abandon hope, all ye who
enter here.” (Also money, may-
be?)

Lotsa troubles in the social
set these days cxcepting the
cldest Lago brotheér who is stll
living it up with a certain SF.
kiddie whose name I can't even
spell.

But , . . that's life.

St. Mary's Alumni

Outlines Careers
A “‘Carcer Evening' buffet was

DS-

we j

ni Group in the CBS cafeterin
on May 6th to acquaint a groun
of graduation senrors from CBES
and Grant Union High Schools
with the opportunities offered at
St. Mary's for professional train-
ing.

In attendance were Brother
Albert of St. Mary’s College,
Erother Cormac of CBS, and lay-
men  in various  professions
around Sacramento.

These men, all graduates of
St. Mary's College, included a
doctor, & lawyer, & teacher, a

Grammar Ga:

SCHOOL SPORTS—Last +

the CBS Crammar school |
ball team added another vic
to its string by tromping
Pairick’s 7 to 0. Outstandin
this game was Dudycha
pitched the shutout and alsc
the longest hit of the gam
triple. '

Sth GRADE - The gradu
theme s now being th
around in the Sth grade as
preparations are being mad
the June exercises. Class
have been ordered and
class picnic has been plann

7th GRADE — Holy Spirit
the victim of the mighty
graders last week as the P
ers boys scored an 8 to 3
Comprising our team are:
die Thomas, pitcher: Orlin
Dyke, catcher; Tubby Prat,
base; Bob Leesha. second

center field; Frankie DeFue
right fleld . . . One day last
the seventh graders were
surprisingly early. Questic
the month: Who turned the
back? . . . Gary Rapp live
to his name by rapping a
ball through the gym wi
while playing baseball in
handball courts.

5th and 6th GRADES -
news! TaXing one of Mrs, &
brakers (easy??) tests
GAEL reporter came arour

Seribes Atter
Press Confal

May 8 was the date sche
for the 22nd Annual Weste
tholic High School Press
vention held at St. Mary"
lege. Newspapers from Ca
high schools incluging Cf
Californiza and other: W,
states, were exhibited and
ed. Schools presenting the
outstanding  newspaper
awarded with cups and trc
Also on the agenda were le
delivered by various journ
notables.

Awards also were give
individual writing and phe
phy. The Julia Twomey
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Remembering Father Keith B. Kenny
- a social activist | admired

ather Keith B. Ken-

ny was a contro-

versial priest of our

diocese - a social

activist whom the
Sacramento City Unified School
District honored by naming a
public school after him.

Hevald 1s Catholi
remember this priest after whom Farl
Kenh B. Kenny Elementary School on

Martin Luther King Blvd in Sacramento is

narrer]
namica.

5

ly, Keith was not wedt-known
{or his cffons in education. He was
etter known as a fighter {or Mexican
farmworkezs, a supporter of the United

a

rm Workers' union who got his name

in Time magazine (December 1965 when

he flew a Cessna 180 over the Delanc

area of Southern Califormia and cropped

“Huelga” leaflets into the helds. Beside

him in the place thar d:

Chavez, who addressed 1l
on a bal

He was a personatl friend of C

worn.

and hosted him several times a3 ¢

of Guadslupe Church, when the union

organizer visited Sacramento. He also

proviced a bed once for Father Danel
Bermgan, when the anti-war Jesuit was
on the run from the FBI for damaging
mulitary pr

Those were the days of confrontationzl

allonal

politics in the church (zhe '60s

and Keith was on the from li

Chancery olfice officials were recularly

peppered with leters and phone calls

from farmers and others who were angry
at the sigh: of 2 Catholic priest carrying
pIcset signs in vineyards in the San
Joaquin Vatley, many of them owned by
Catholics. Keith was often in trouble wich
bishops.

Not that he was bothered by the
rebukes of church autharities. He was as
i paticas with ecclesiastical bureaucracy
as he was with unfair labor practices.

Al one point, he abruptly left his job

as a legislative analvsz at the California
Catholic Conference, telling a reporter

“The office was on the 11th

loor; the acrion was on the

szreet”

<new Keih ‘.\'!_'11'_ We

traveled together in Latin

AMENCA ¢

anc, cu

01 a3

the Sacramento Bee Sunday

Forum section on revo!

wrn Central America. Working

o

with hin: was never boring.

his inteliec

wy

' . i
Neroic coupleisy,
gadgels ﬂu‘ was a iicensed

and msinenent mstrucior): his

(DETTISE 1IN tulure

was board president {o Fathcs Kot B 5
. x er . Kenn
the Sacramento Area Fconomac o - v

Opport

JENCH ) The

only o ithe priesthood, but means. But trying

would be hike trving to tell John the Ba

of California™); hus

populariny
students a1 Californiz S

10 Wear resj whie clothes. Prophers ha

Sacramento (he taught in the S their own way of doing things

wh

Social Work); and his affection for the hat would Keith think of things in

Mexican people (he was known 10 cry our diocese woday? He would be happy
M eccasion when counseling troubled 10 5¢2 a Hispanic bL:nnp in charge. And

parishioners).

he would approve of efforts w strengthen
s such as St. Patrick's SUCCFED

Academy and Holy Cross College

[ also admired his cHorts to wake us all

up L l:.'l'l‘ '.'.I'l\'\‘-'!}’l‘\: presence ll[).'l”h‘;\'
- i

in California — in society at large, b Preparatory Academv. He would

also in the Catholic Church. There

were no Spanish hMasses :

adOoL

iso approve of the new Spanish

rwhere
at chay
won of Our

!

language radio station — Radio

2 the Sacramento Diocese

Sannssimo Sacramento 1240AM

. with the exc that went on the air in October.

of Cirvadalyyrae
Lacy Qi ‘\u..l'.:.‘.ll.;\

Would he take any

Parish credit lor those advances:

{of which he was
pastor) and Holy Rosary

Parish in Woodland.

Not a chance! He was too
shy and self-etfacing for
Ketth was determined that. But he should. We

to change that, and he stand on the shoulders of

dicdn’t suffer fools casily. men ke him

“

>> Msgr. lames Murphy is associate publisher of Catholic Hersld.

Cacklic Herald f Januvary/Fehruary 2012 1w diocese-sacramanto o
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The casket of the Rev. Keith B.Kenny was following .a bilinguai funeral service Fri-
:aken from Our Lady of Guadalupe Church day.

-ispanic Parish Buries ‘Padre Keith’

3y Robin Witt
Lee Staff Writer

[n a warm Spanish-language Muss which con-
rasted with the deathly gray skies outside, the
riends, relatives and parishioners of the Rev.
-¢ilh B. Kenny“gathered Friday to bury their
amigo.”

I'ne Rev. Kenny, 58, a longlime defender of the
‘ispanic poor, died Tuesday of an apparent heart
llack. He fell where he had lived much of his
fe: in the confines of Qur Lady of Guadalupe
hurch, one of the few national Mexican parishes
1ihe state

"Ados, Padre Keith," said Bishop Francis A.
winn, selting the tone for the bdilingual Mass of
hristian Burial which featured mariachis, Spa-
ish prayers and a lilting Cellic rendition of the

woentvshived Denlm

A crush of mourners arrived early for the
ceremony, genuflecting and then filing in respect
past the open casket. Some held crucifixes, while
others, eyes closed, praved in silence under the
carved-wood representations of the Stations of
the Cross

“He did not like injustice.” said Quinn, lapsing
briefly into English, “He took strong stands, and
that frightened many in the church and outside-of
1t

“He was a very gifted man intellectually, and
he lived here in a1 family he did not want to leave.
It was a family of gentieness and love.™

Quinn was referring to Qur Lady of Guadalupe
Parish, the church with which Kenny had been
associated since 1963, He lived in the parish
home for priests, although his inal appointment

Kenny

Continued From Page Bl
with the diocese was as director of
pianning and research.

The speakers, framed by the red,
green and white of Mexico's national
flag, reminded the mourners of
Kenny's deep affection for Hispanic
culture and the downtrodden of the
carth,

“He was a brother to you all,”
reminded a tearful Margares Mary
Kenny, the pricst's sister.

His brother, labor leader Tom
Keany, added, “It is only by accident
of birth that my sister and I were
related to Keith . _. but for you, he

_fought the good fight.

here today, he would tell all of you.-

‘his family, ‘Feliz Navidad. *

Quinn told the silenced crowd,
“Keith will kneel in the straw beside
the cnib this Christmas . . . (and in so
doiog) he will have come full circle
with the infant who created him and
called him to be a priest,”

And again referring to Kenny,
Quinn said, “A priest is one who
gives himself to others. . .itisa day-
by-day and night-by-night labor that
makes 2 priest 2 hero .. and it &g
that which gave substance to Father
Keith's life.”

But the most emotional moment
came as the Rev. Jorge Moreno, the
diocese’s first native Mexican priest
and Kenny's successor at Qur Lady
of Guadalupe, eulogized his friend.

The service was punctuated by

soft crying, Iaughter and even ap-
plause as Moreno recalied his
friend's life and quoted from a poem
Kenny had written.

“Loneliness and heartache are
only a part of the human condition
as we search for a role that is not to
be found in this life,” quoted More-

-

no, "I loved life. Lloved. Jesus, My |

only regret is that I have not loved
enough.”
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Rev. Kenny,
Ally Of Poor,
Dies At 58

By Robin Witt
Bee Stall Writer

The Rev. Keith B. Keany, a pas-
sionale friend 1o Sacramento’s poor
and Hispanic communities, died
early Tuesday in his room at Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church, the vie-
tim of an apparent heart attack. He
was 58.

A consistent spokesman for the
disinherited, he once gave sanctuary
o dissident Roman Catholic priest
Daniel Berrigan, whao then was be-
ing pursued by the FBL And he was
known for his own acts of civil dis-
obedience and advocacy for Sacra-
mente’s Spanish-speaking people,

Indeed, Sacramento City Council-
man Joe Serna said of him: "He was
an Irish priest. But he was really a
Mexican" Frieads said Kenny ex-
pected 10 be arrested Dec. 28 during
a demonstration against U.S. in-
volvement in Central America. He
plarned (o block the doors of Sacra-
mento's Federal Courthouse.

Kenny had traveled in Central
America and was a longtime critic of
America’s miitary and political
intervention there.

Kenny, the brother of Sacramen-
to Central Labor Council leader
Thomes P. Kenny, was discovered
dead at 8:45 am. Tuesday on the
floor of his room. The Sacramento

County coroner’s office called his
death an apparent heart attack.

Kenny had been under a physi-
« cian's care for hypertension. Be had
complained Monday night of chest
pains and had goae 1o bed about 9:30
p.m.. friends said.

Eishop Francis A. Quinn will cete-
brate a Mass of Christian Burial i1
a.m. Friday at Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Church, where Kenny has been

associated for most of his clerical |

career, Rosary will be said Thursday
at 7:30 p.m,

Quinn saluted his spiritual col-
Itegue a5 one “dedicated to the
Spanishspesking people and also to
the poar. the disadvanlaged and the
oppressed.”

Although born an Irish Catholic in
Nebraska, Kenay taught himself
Spanish and spent virtually all of his
career in Spanishspeaking parishes,
Ordained in 1954, his first appoint.
meni-was s assistant pastor of Qur
Lady of Lourdes Parish., Colusa,
which had a substantial migrant
Hispanic populkation,

He later served as pastor to Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church, the dio-

i U ———

cese’s national parish for Hispanics.
During his service there, from 1963
1973. he was active in Cesar Cha-
ver's Delano grape strike and boy-
coll.

“Chavez stayed (al the church)
with him many times,” said the Rev,
James Murphy, editor of the Catho-
lic Herald and one of Kenny's best
and oldest friends.

“He was a consistent voice for the
poor. He was involved with Martin
Lulher King Jr. and Cesar Chavez
before anyone else was. And he Was
involved with Our Lady of Guada-
lupe all his life. It was one of the
poorest parts of the diocese,”

Murphy said his friend’s concern
for the poor was "rooted in papat
encyclicals {(about poverty and so-
¢ial justice) and his awareness of the
radical nature of the Gospel.”

Kenny formeriy served on the
sacramento County Planning Com-
mission and was president and
chairman of the board for the Sacra-
mento Area Economic Opportunity
Council.

Pat Melarkey, a friend and for-
mer county supervisor, said he "was
the only really saintly man ! ever
mel in my life,” And Sacramento's
Auxilliary Bishop Alphonse Gallegos
called Kenny "a priest for the people
who was concerned about the wel-
fare of the people .. . He was loved
by many people and admired for his
stand of social issues.™

In addition to his brother, Tom,
Kenny is survived by a sister. Marga.
ret Mary, a tegsher at Loretto High
School: and an ‘aunt, Marie Reynolds
of Sacramento.

e —

Obituaries

The Rev. Keith B. Kenny
Catholic priest
The Rev. Keith Bemard Kenny, a

. priest in the Sacramento Diocese

who was*active in Hispanic causes,
died Tuesday (Dec. 20) in the ree-
tory at Our Lady of Guadaiupe
Chureh, where he lived.

Born in Nebraska, the Rev.

; Kenny, 58, moved to Sacramento as

& leen-ager with his family and
graduated from Christian Brothers
High School in 1942.

After -attending several different
colleges over several years, he ca-

————.
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tered St. Patrick's Seminary in -

Menlo Park in 1948. He was or-

- dained in 1954,

He served briefly as assistant |

pastor in Red Biuff and Colusa, and
in 1855 came to Our Lady of Guada-
lope Parish, first as assistant pas-
tar, then administrator and, finally,
Jestar, from 1969-73. During that

- time, he served stints as director of

local Catholic youth programs and
Callaplic Social Services.
For about a year in 1975, he was

director of social welfare for the 3

California Catholic Conference. In

1981, he was named director of the .

Diocesan Office of Research and
P -

“He was a real Hero for the
Mexican community,” said Pepe
Buena Vista, editor of El Heraldo
Catholico. ““He always advocated for
the poor, the undocumented aliens.

He was more Mexican than many -

Mexicans.” -

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church,
located at Seventh and T streets, is
a largely Hispanic congregation,

The Rev. Kenny “‘was dedicated

"to Spanish-speaking people, the

poor, disadvantaged and op-
pressed,”” said Bishop Francis
Quinn. “Becauss he was a Prayerful
and compassionate man, he will be
no stranger to God, nor God a
stranger to him."

He is survived by a brother, Tom,
and sister, Margaret Orr,

A rosary will be offered 7:30 p-m.
Thursday and a Mass of Christian
burial 11 a.m. Friday at OQur Lady of
Guadalupe Church. Burial will be at
St, Mary's Cemetery, Arrangements
are by George L. Klumpp Mortuary,



Father Keith Kenny

Califomia’s Hispanic community and the
poor of the Sacramento diocese lost an
ardent champion with the death of the Rev.
Keith Kenny on Tuesday. The husky, energet-
1c Roman Catholic priest had devoted his cler-
icai life 10 their needs, in Keeping with his
conviction that Christ’s command to “feed my
sheep” meant dedication to social justice as
weil as the spirituai pastoraie.

His devotion to such causes ranged from
sponsorship of programs for the poor and
Hispanics of his own Sacramento parish, Our
Lady of Guadalupe, to activism on behalf of
the oppressed in Central America. Although
he was well-known and respected among state
and national political figures, he tended to
shun the public light. :

His vehement opposition to the Vietnam
War led to acts of civil disobedience; he once
sheltered the dissident Catholic priest, Daniel-

Berrigan, when Berrigan was being sought by :

the FBI. He had planned to demonstrate later

this month against U.S. involvement in Central
America by blocking the federal courthouse
doors in Sacramento.

His special apostolate to the Hispanic
community began virtually with his ordination
in 1954. An Irish-Catholic, he quickly became
fluent in Spamish and went into the field 1o
Study and share the problems of farm work-
ers, with whom he often lived. He was also a
longtime supporter of Cesar Chavez and the

“rights of migrant farm workers. To many of
them he was revered as both 2 man's man and
as something of a saint. Pepe Buena Vista,
editor of El Heraldo Catolico, said of him,
“He was more Mexican than many Mexicans,”

For all his activism, he was probably better
known to the poor and Hispanics throughout
the state than to many Sacramento parishion-
ers. Characteristically, that was the way he
wanted it. His unexpected death at 58 is a
great loss to the community and to all those
swhose needs he served tirelessly and well.

Rev. Keith B. Kenny

In Rev. Keith B. Kenny, a
Catholic priest in the Sacra-
mento Diocese who died Tues-
day at the age of 58, the commu-
pity has lost a champion of the
disadvantaged. Mexican-Ameri-
cans in particular have cause
for sadness.

Rev. Kenny served as assist-
ant pastor, administrator and
pastor in the largely Hispanic
QOur Lady of Guadalupe Parish.
He was also director of local
{Catholic  youth pmr,ralfns and
CCatholic Social Services.

——— s A —

He was extensively involved in
local government and other
civic affzirs. But Rev. Kenny
may be more vividly remem-
bered for his leadership in Mexi-
can-American, anti-poverty and
other social justice causes.

He once said, 'l have always
been left of most so-called liber-
als I have known. Being for trye
freedom is a tough thing.”

The Union had its editorial
differences with Rev. Kenny,
but joins in mourning the com-
munity’s loss.



